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MASSES: 7 days a week 
Saturday: 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.   

and 10:45 a.m.  
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
 

 

The Parish Office is open  
8:00 am—5:00 pm. Mon., 

Tues. & Thurs & 8:00 
am— Noon on Wed. & Fri.    

 

PARISH CLERGY 
 

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor 
Rev. Theodore Marszal,   

Senior Parochial Vicar   
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon, 
Retired, in Residence 

Stan Drozell, Deacon 
 

PASTORAL STAFF 
 

Sister Helene Skrzyniarz  
SSJ-TOSF,  

Parish Catechetical Leader 
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net 

 

Molly Grunau, Director of 
Liturgy and Music 

 

Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr 
 

Susan Shepka, Office Mgr  
 

Joseph Ungarsky 
Pastoral Council Chairman 

 

Bill Simon 
Finance Council Chairman 

 
Bob Soeder, Web Master 

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT:  We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a Christlike 
family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the spiritual, 
educational and social needs of the community. 
 
BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays, 
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for parents. 
Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking full 
membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish Office. 
 

RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are available 
on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest can be 
arranged. 
 

MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for 
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration. 
 
 

CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the 
Parish Office to schedule preparation. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements with one of our Priests. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register. 
 
 

ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8. 
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School Principal 
 
 

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the 
homebound on a monthly basis.  If you or someone you know is homebound and would like to 
receive communion, call the Parish Office. 

Bulletin Announcements due to 
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net 

by NOON on Friday 

Catholic Church 

St. Monica St. Monica 
13623 Rockside Road 

Garfield Heights, Ohio 
 

Parish Office: 
(216) 662-8685 

Fax: (216) 662-1245 
website:  saintmonicachurch.net 

 

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380 
Early Learning Center 

(216) 475-3633 

January 2 2022 
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Please keep in your prayers the following members of 
our Parish Community:   

 

Patricia Votava, Michael Walker, Marianne To-
ma, Denise Vlasek, Joann Reddinger, Gloria 
Unger, John Jacob, Anthony Lupica, Madison 
Jacob, Mike Wyrzykowski, Jan Angus, Larry 
Piechowiak, Toni Oden, Veronica Mayak, Joan 
Kaczmarczyk, Carol & Gerald DeLooze,  Harri-
son Justin Shepherd.   

The names will remain in the bulletin for two weeks. Please call 
the parish office if your name or a loved one’s name needs to be 
added to the list. If you have a special intention you would like 
remembered in prayer, please call  Lillian Neptune (216) 662-
5464. 

 
 

 

 
Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to 
the families and friends of:  Nicholas Liotta who 
was recently buried.  May he, and all of our dearly 
departed, rest in peace. 

Pastoral Scene LITURGY  
SCHEDULE 

Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.  

Sunday, January 2 
Epiphany of the Lord 
9:00   George Kaczmarek 
10:45  People of the Parish 
11:45  Baptism  
    

Monday, January 3 
Christmas Weekday 
8:00  Helen Bykiewicz 
 

Tuesday, January 4 
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
8:00   Living & deceased members of Cheryl & Michael  
           Hanzlick Family  

 

Wednesday, January 5 
Saint John Neumann, Bishop 
8:00   Michael D. King 
 

Thursday, January 6 
Christmas Weekday 
8:00  All Souls       

Friday, January 7  
Christmas Weekday 
8:00   Joan Billings, MD 
 

Saturday, January 8  
Christmas Weekday 
3:15    Confessions 
4:00   Alphonse & Alice Prusinski 
 

Sunday, January 9 
Baptism of the Lord 
9:00   People of the Parish 
10:45  Dolores (Dolly) Matovich 
 

Dear Parishioners, Friends and Visitors, 
 
The Church celebrates the Feast of the Epiphany or 
also called Theophany. This year, the feast is cele-
brated the day after the first of the year.  Epiphany 
brings to completion the preparation began with the 
season of Advent. The liturgical prayers for the Mass 
of the day also contain references to two other mani-
festations or “ theophanies”  , namely, the Baptism of 
the Lord and the first miracle of Jesus at the marriage 
feast of Cana. The unfolding of redemption is present-
ed through the events of Christ’s life seeing as we 
celebrate, with solemn rite, the unfolding of God’s 
love for his people.  Through the visit of the Magi , 
Christ is seen as the light to all peoples. From the ear-
ly times of the Church, the call to evangelize, that is, 
to spread the message of the Good News of Christ, 
the Son of God and the Son of Mary to the world, 
finds it’s beginnings in the feast of the Epiphany. 
 

The original celebration of the feast on January 6 is 
often referred to as “little Christmas.” The tradition in 
the Western Church particularly in Eastern Europe is 
to bless incense and chalk which is taken to the 
homes of the faithful.  The priest or head of the family 
then prays a blessing on the home, after which, he 
marks the top of the main door with the letters:  
K+M+B+2022. The letters refer to Kasper Melchior 
and Balthasar, the traditional names given to the Ma-
gi. In many parts of the world, today is the day of gift 
giving. 
 

In the Eastern Christian Church the feast is celebrat-
ed as one feast with the Baptism of the Lord which for 
us in the West will be celebrated  next Sunday. The 
focus on the Baptism of the Lord has placed in their 
Liturgy, the blessing of water, as a reminder of 
Christ’s baptism in the Jordan. The faithful then take 
the blessed water to their homes. The different tradi-
tions, in both the Christian East and West, point out 
the theology that has evolved through the centuries. 
 

For us the days of Christmas will end next Sunday 
when we will celebrate the Baptism of the Lord. It is 
important to continue the spirit of the Season, particu-
larly in our words and actions. The added dimension 
of the call for evangelization and to be truly adult in 
living our faith completes this segment of the Liturgi-
cal Year.  
 

Be well in loving God during these challenging times.      
 

Fr. Marszal 
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Religion Question of the Week 

What were some of the names that were given to the visi-
tors of the child, Jesus, in Bethlehem? 
(Answer on page 4) 
 

Did You Know? 

Did you know that in 2022 there will be 155 Bishops and 
Priests in the Diocese of Cleveland who are 70 years old, 
or older, many of whom are still serving in Parishes? 
 

One Liner 

“Freedom is one of the deepest and noblest aspirations of 
the human spirit”.  (Ronald Reagan) 

COFFEE & DONUT SOCIAL 
 

    Our next Coffee & Donut Social 
will be next Sunday, January 9th.   
Hosting will be our Ushers and Tri M mem-
bers. 

Join us every Thurs-
day at 6:00 pm in 

Church as we pray 
the Rosary.  All are invited.   

There will be a Divine    
Mercy Holy Hour on Sunday, 

January 9 at 2:30 pm in  

Church. All are  welcome!  

 
 
 
 

The next Baptism class will be held on Tuesday, 
January 11, 2022, at 6:30 pm in the Parish Of-
fice.  If you would like to have your child Baptized, 
please call Parish Office to register: 216-662-8685  

JUST IN TIME FOR THE HOLIDAY! 
 

Help us build a Culture of Life while you save 50% 
on Restaurants (fast food to fancy), Westside 
Market, Leisure time activities, Golf, retail stores, 
and much, much more!  The Our Town & All-
Around book is $28. There's something for every-
one in this book!  Call Regina at 216-581-
4122. Delivery is free!  

Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus  
Wednesday Night Dinners: January 

Reservations by Sunday, January 9....8PM   
 

 Wednesday, January 12– Chicken Parmesan 
 $10.00 per dinner 

Prepared by Lori’s Custom Catering ---  
phone 216-662-2277 --- MAILBOX #2 

Dinner Consists of: 
1 piece of Chicken Parmesan w/Pasta, Italian    

Wedding Soup and Roll and butter. 
EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED - PRE-ORDER ONLY 

 Curbside Pickup– Ready to heat -  
 

 NO BAKERY-SERVING TIME 4-6  PM 
Pickup at 10806 Granger Road—CLUB 4130 

Please leave your complete name, phone number and 
number of dinners you will be picking up.  Please no 
changes day of. Thank you for your continued patron-
age. If someone else is picking up - leave their name 
also. 

                           The Miracle of St. Monica’s 
We stood in darkness 
In the mid-December early evening 
The last rays of sun barely slivering through 
stained glass that had earlier welcomed light, 
the same sun whose warmth 
now waned before the chill of the night of the season, 
“waiting in silence, waiting in hope”.  
 

We sat in darkness  
reading Epistle and Gospel by flashlight  
recalling prophets and disciples straining their eyes beside 
fires. 
Flickering candles, 
more for security than illumination, 
barely lighting the Offertory, Consecration, and minor Ele-
vation, 
now clearer in memory than execution, 
“no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving” 
“waiting in silence, waiting in hope”. 
 

We knelt in darkness. 
But then, “Behold the Lamb…….” 
Behold the light! 
A blaze of light, not unlike a comet’s tail or a Star 
letting all see the rose vestment of hope by the Lamb’s 
altar, 
“waiting in silence, waiting in hope”. 
 

Light-only a moment – 
Yet surely long enough for hope. 
Maranatha. 
 

Greg Rowinski—December 12,2021 

Changing of the Guard 
      We are happy to announce that Molly Grunau 
will become our new Director of Liturgy and Mu-
sic beginning Saturday, January 1, 2022. We look 
forward to experiencing all of the good things she 
brings to our Parish.  To help with the transition, 
Bob Soeder will remain on staff through January 
31st, after which he will continue to edit our Parish 
Website and Tuesday updates.   
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Sunday Offertory………………………………..$ 5,565.00 
St. Monica Fund…………………………………$    318.00 
Misc. Special Envelopes………………………$ 1,873.00 
 

Due to early bulletin deadlines, Christmas and     
December 26th will be published as early as possible. 

 

Please continue to mail in your donations,  
 donate online or drop off at the office. You can  

also  drop your donation in the baskets in church.   
Thank  you for your  continued support. 

MONDAY, January 3 
 

4:00 p.m.  Athletic Practice (g) 
4:15 p.m.   Walking Group (J) 
6:30 p.m.  Holy Name Rosary &  Mtg (c) 
7:00 p.m.  WRNC Mtg.  (ocu1&2) 
 

TUESDAY, January 4 
2:00 p.m.  Senior Board Mtg. (F) 
4:00 p.m.  Athletic Practice (g) 
6:30 p.m.  Guild Board Mtg (F) 
 

WEDNESDAY, January 5 
 

4:00 p.m.  Athletic Practice (g) 
7:00 p.m.   G.A. Mtg. (+) 
 

THURSDAY, January 6 
4:00 p.m.   Athletic Practice (g) 
4:15 p.m.   Walking Group (J) 
7:00 p.m.   Pastoral Council Mtg. (F) 
  

FRIDAY, January 7 
 

8:00 a.m.   Set up Sandwich Saturday (J) 
4:15 p.m.   Athletic Practice (g) 
 

SATURDAY, January 8 
 

8:30 a.m.  Men of the Vine (ocu 1&2) 
11:00 a.m.  Reconciliation & 1st Communion Prep (F) 
 

SUNDAY, January 9 
9:00 a.m.  Coffee & Donut Social (c) 
2:30 p.m. Divine Mercy Holy Hour (+) 
7:00 p.m.   A.A. (AR) 

Answer to This Week’s Religion Question 

What are some of the names that have been given over 
the centuries to the visitors of the child, Jesus, in Bethle-
hem?     
Answer 

Kings, Wise Men, and Magi.  

Sandwich Saturday  
     

Join us Saturday January 8th, be-
ginning at 9:00 am in the lower level 
of the Parish Office.  At this time, Jelly 
and round plastic tablecloths are still needed.  Any 
questions, call the Parish Office, 216-662-8685. 
We have just completed our 6th year!  See you on 
the 8th as we begin our 7th year! 

December 19, 2021 

The Synod Listening Process 
 

The Synod is an opportunity for 
people to reflect on faith as part 
of their life and truly think 
about its importance.  The ob-
jective of the Synod is to 
‘resurrect’ the spirit of the Ear-
ly Church in the living of their 
faith in discussions that will 
begin in January.  The Synod 
Listening Process is going on throughout the 
world-wide Church and what we discuss during 
the Synod Process will be recorded and sent to 
Rome. 
 

This Synod process is an opportunity to take peo-
ple out of the “News of the Church” and bring 
them into the “Mission of the Church” by dis-
cussing strategies to encounter our LORD in 
Word, Sacrament, and the Community of the 
Faithful. 
 

Listening sessions will begin in January and be 
facilitated by Sister Helene.  Stay ‘tuned’ for 

dates! 

Masks During Communion and Social Distancing 
 

Because of the recent spike in the ongoing Covid Pan-
demic, Bishop Malesic has mandated that all Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion must wear masks while dis-
tributing the Blessed Sacrament. It is still strongly suggest-
ed that those in the Assembly where masks inside the 
Church building. In addition, we ask you to continue show-
ing care and concern for others by keeping safe distance 
from those around you while inside the building. Thank 
you for your ongoing cooperation. 

Thank you to our generous donors who     
participated in WeGiveCatholic day. We raised 
$1275.00 towards the purchase of a new    
organ! 
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