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St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380
Early Learning Center
(216) 475-3633
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PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00 am—
Noon on Wed. & Fri. We
request anyone who comes
to the parish office to please
wear a mask. Thank you.
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net by
NOON on Friday

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a
Christlike family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the
spiritual, educational and social needs of the community.

PARISH CLERGY

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for
parents. Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Jerome Lukachinsky,
Retired, in Residence
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Kathy Piggford,
Pastoral Council Chairman
Kathy Wendling,
Finance Council Chairman

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking
full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
and Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish
Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are
available on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest
can be arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School
Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like
to receive communion, call the Parish Office.
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LITURGY
SCHEDULE

Pastoral Scene

Monday –Friday 8:00 a.m.
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

A message from Bishop Malesic
on the observance of the Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity,
January 18-25.

Conversion of Saint Paul, Apostle

January 14, 2021

Sunday, January 24

9:00 People of the Parish
10:45 Living & deceased members of the Borkman Family
Monday, January 25
8:00 Diane Smetana

Tuesday, January 26

Saints Timothy & Titus, Bishops

8:00 Mary Walker

Wednesday, January 27
Weekday

8:00 Mary Walker
Thursday, January 28

Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest & Doctor of the Church

8:00 David Zuranski

Friday, January 29
Weekday

8:00 Living & deceased members of Chris Elliott Family
Saturday, January 30
Weekday

3:15 Confession
4:00 Margaret Hurtack
Sunday, January 31

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00 Joseph & Richard Modlinski
10:45 People of the Parish

Please keep in your prayers the following
members of our Parish Community:
Larry & Lorna Piechowiak, Concetta Rimmel,
Edward Neptune, John Spadaro, William, Aubrey
Rae, Janet Roppel, Michael Wyrzykowski, James
Gorman, Carol DeLooze, Special Intention, Alexandria Romanowski, Jeri Grzybowski, Patricia Chesney,
Vivian Budd, Baby Harrison Justin, Gerald DeLooze, Bill
Paluscsak, and Joanne Reddinger. The names will remain in
the bulletin for two weeks. Please call the parish office if your
name or a loved one’s name needs to be added to the list. If you
have a special intention you would like remembered in prayer,
please call Lillian Neptune (216) 662-5464.

During this special Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity, we recall the prayer of Jesus, “That they all
may be one.” (John 17:21)
The theme for the 2021 week of prayer for Christian unity is, "Abide in my love ... You shall bear
much fruit," from the Gospel of John, Chapter 15.
We fulfill our common Christian call in our love
for Christ and for one another. In serving those
most in need, all Christians bear fruit for Christ.
By our common baptism in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, we
are compelled to bring the light of Christ into a
world that is filled with darkness. Let us never
shirk that responsibility; rather, may we
strengthen each other in our witness to God’s
love for our world.
And when it comes to unity with each other as
brothers and sisters in Christ, Pope Francis
reminds us that tenderness and kindness are not
virtues of the weak but rather a sign of strength of
spirit and a capacity for concern, compassion and
genuine openness to others. Let us be strong in
our common Christian faith and work diligently
for the day when the Lord’s Prayer for our
complete unity with him will be answered by all
of us.
A Lenten Reflection for all Liturgical Ministers

will take place on Monday, February 22, 2021 at 7:00PM.
There will be three options for attendance. You may attend
in person, by livestream or through Zoom.com.
Whether you have been active or not during the COVID
crisis all are welcome and encouraged to attend!

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to the
family and friends of those who were recently buried:
Deacon Dennis L. Smith, Rosemary Grenig, Richard S.
Pekar and Joan Dowd. May they and all our faithful
departed, rest in peace.

Because of Zoom time restrictions, this will be an abbreviated gathering - lasting about 40 minutes.
For more details as well as Zoom and Livestream instructions, visit our website: http://saintmonicachurch.net
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Respect For Life Update

Join us every
Thursday at 6:00
pm in CHURCH as
we pray the Rosary. All are invited.

On Thursday evening, January 28th through
Friday morning, January 29th , all Catholics are
invited to join those who are attending “All Night
Vigils” to pray for and end to abortion. We will be
celebrating a Mass on Thursday morning at 8:00
am to pray for this intention. As I mentioned last
week in the bulletin, so far over 60,000,000
children have endured this cruel fate in America
alone. Our prayers at this Mass also include praying for those who have procured abortions, many
of whom suffer much regret over the loss of their
child. We will also pray for the success of Zelies’
Home which is located on our own parish
grounds, and for Womankind, located in Garfield
Heights. Both of these facilities do so much to
help mothers who are in difficulties bringing
their child into this world. Our prayers are the
most powerful force to bring an end to the abortion mentality in our country. Please take some
time to pray on January 28 – 29th.
Fr. Thomas Haren

Vatican Modifies Distribution of Ashes
The Congregation for Divine Worship releases a
note laying out the procedures priests around the
world are to follow for the
distribution of ashes at the
start of Lent.

By Vatican News (January 12, 2021)
The health situation caused by Covid-19 continues to
forces changes on daily life, which are also reflected
in the Church’s sphere. Ahead of the beginning of
Lent, on Wednesday, 17 February, the Congregation
for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments has published a note detailing how Catholic
priests are to distribute ashes.

A Prayer for Priests and Seminarians

Instructions
After blessing the ashes and sprinkling them with
holy water in silence, the priest addresses those present, reciting once the formula found in the Roman
Missal: “Repent, and believe in the Gospel” or
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall
return”.

Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend our priests and Seminarians in
battle. Be their protection against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
Win for them the grace to be heroic in the
pursuit and practice of virtue, courageous in fulfilling the will of God, and
steadfast in the face of temptation and desolation.
Intercede for them so that they have the strength
to take up their crosses daily, to love without counting the
cost, and to give generously of themselves.
Saint Michael, pray to God of peace that He may
put Satan under our feet, so far conquered that he may no
longer be able to hold people in captivity and harm the
Church.
We entrust our priests and seminarians to the
loving and maternal care of Our Lady, Queen of Angels,
and we ask all of this in the name of Jesus. Amen

Prayer to St. Jude for the Sick
St. Jude, you witnessed Jesus
healing many who were sick.
Bless all those afflicted with
illness or injury.
Help them draw hope from the strength
Jesus has always given people as He
shares His healing love with us. Help
them to remember the peace of God’s
love and that it never ends.

Religion Question of the Week
What are the “preternatural gifts” that Adam and Eve
possessed?

Touch their souls with your peace.

Did You Know?
Did you know that the silver cross on the steeple of St.
Monica Church is 69 feet tall?

St. Jude, I also long for healing.
Please bring my prayers to Jesus, so
that I may grow in how I can serve Him
ever faithfully. Amen

One Liner
What is it that the more you take away, the bigger it
becomes? A hole”.
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PARISH ACTIVITIES

Stewardship Offertory Collections

MONDAY, January 25

January 17, 2021

4:15 p.m. Walk in the Park (Hike & Bike Trail)
7:00 p.m. HNS Board Mtg. (F)

TUESDAY, January 26
WEDNESDAY, January 27

4:15 p.m. Walk in the Park (Hike & Bike Trail)
5:00 p.m. G.A. (+)
6:00 p.m. RCIA (J)

THURSDAY, January 28
6:00 p.m. Rosary (+)

FRIDAY, January 29
SATURDAY, January 30
12:00 p.m. RCIA
4:00 p.m. Mass

SUNDAY, January 31

Regular Offertory………………………..$ 3,398.00
St. Monica Fund………………………….$ 642.00
Misc. Specials……... …………………....$ 684.00
Catholic University………………………..$ 204.00
Collection for the Church in Latin America
This weekend, we will take up this collection. Many people in
Latin America and the Caribbean do not have access to Church
programs and ministries because of a rising secular culture, difficult rural terrain, and a shortage of ministers. Your generosity
makes it possible for our brothers and sisters in Latin America
and the Caribbean to share in the life of the Church and grow
closer to Christ. Please be generous to the special collection.

Please continue to mail in your donations,
Donate online or drop off at the office .
Thank you for your continued support.

9:00 a.m. Mass (+)
10:45 a.m. Mass (+)

Check Your Junk Mail
Every Tuesday at about 10AM, our parish emails our parish update via Constant Contact. So far we have over
425 subscribers. A small number of emails have
bounced back to us - or have remained unopened. If
you've already subscribed and have not received our
email updates, one of several things may be occurring:
1. Check your Junk Mail and Spam folders. Since these
updates are sent out in bulk, your email service may be
redirecting our communications away from your Inbox. Please be sure to adjust your settings to allow us
through.
2. Some people have registered with us using email addresses from their places of employment. In this case the
email gets "kicked back" to us. Please check with the
administrator of your company email for setting adjustments or permissions.
3. We may have an incorrect email address for you.
When submitting an email address to our office, please
print clearly and accurately. Many times, an underscore _
can be mistaken for a dash - or visa versa. Another common problem is differentiating the numeral one with a
lower case L.

CALENDAR FUNDRAISER
In order to help raise much needed
monies to make up for the shortfall in
our budget caused by the pandemic
we are excited to announce a new
church fundraiser!
In a few weeks you will be
receiving a letter and calendar for the month of April
with prizes listed for each day of the month. We are
asking you to buy and or sell these calendars for the
cost of $25.00 each. Each day of the month will
have a designated prize assigned to it and each day
a name will be drawn and the winner will be notified
of that day’s prize. Once your name gets picked it
will go back into the drawing for additional chances to
win again! For $25.00 you will get 30 chances to win
a daily prize worth a $25.00 value, with some days
being more!
If anyone would like to donate cash or gift
cards of any amount to help keep the cost down that
would be greatly appreciated! Please call Angie &
Bill Noyes at (216) 912-8679 for more information.

If you haven't as yet subscribed to our Constant Contact,
it's easy! Just go to our parish website http://
saintmonicachurch.net, click on the "Sign up to receive
Parish Weekly Update via Constant Contact" link and
then follow the instructions.

Sandwich Saturday

Answer to This Week’s Religion Question

What are the “preternatural gifts that Adam and Eve
received?
Answer:
Before their Fall from Grace, Adam and Eve possessed
certain “preternatural gifts” which included infused
knowledge, absence of concupiscence, and bodily
immortality.

The next Sandwich Saturday will be held on Saturday,
February 6th at 9:00 am in
the Parish Office. Please call the office to
register. Mask must be worn.
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Homemade Cloth Masks for Sale

St. Ignatius Grade School Latin
and French Programs:

There are still a supply of the
cloth face masks, by Sr. Helene, for
sale in the Parish Office. All proceeds donated to the Parish. Cost is
$5.00 per mask.

The Grade School Latin Program is a brief introduction
to the Latin language and Roman culture for young men in
the 6th, 7th, and 8th grades. The course is held on Saturdays from 1:00 p.m.—2:00 p.m. The next session begins
on Saturday, February 13th and ends on Saturday, March
6th. The course is FREE!!! Register online at
www.ignatius.edu/grade_school. Appropriate COVID
guidelines which include wearing masks and social distancing will be in place to ensure a safe learning environment. If any questions, please call Mr. Joseph Zebrak at
651-0222, ext. 253 or email jzebrak@ignatius.edu
The Grade School French Program is a brief introduction
to the French language and Francophone culture. The
course is held on Saturdays from 12:00 p.m. until 1:00 p.m.
The next session begins on February 13th and ends on
Saturday, March 6th. The course is FREE!!! Register
online at www.ignatius.edu/grade_school.
Appropriate COVID guidelines which include wearing
masks and social distancing will be in place to ensure a
safe learning environment. If any questions, please call
Ms. Elisa Bredendiek at 651-0222, ext. 253 or email
ebredendiek@ignatius.edu

PER CDC GUIDELINES
Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus
Wednesday Night Dinners:

January 27 -- Beef Tips
Reservations by Sunday January 24 … 8PM
Adults -$10 Children under 12 - $8

Prepared by Maple Heights Catering --phone 216-662-2277 --- MAILBOX #2

Dinner consists of Beef Tips w/button mushrooms over noodles, buttered parsley potatoes, Salad, Roll & Butter

- EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED - PRE-ORDER ONLY - TAKEOUT-Curbside Pickup- NO BAKERY-SERVING TIME 4-6 PM

Please leave your complete name, phone number and
number of dinners you will be picking up. We will need
your phone number in case we need to contact you due
to an unfortunate situation that we may need to cancel
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Please no changes day
of. Thank you for your continued patronage.
If someone else is picking up - leave their name also.

Next upcoming dinner:
February 10 -- Pork & Sauerkraut - Reservations by
Sunday February 7 … 8PM
Prepared by Lori's Custom Catering --- phone 216-6622277 --- MAILBOX #3
Dinner consists of Pork, Sauerkraut & Dumplings, Apple Sauce, Vegetable, Roll & Butter
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Moral Guidelines Regarding
Vaccines and Covid – 19
Many questions have been raised regarding the ethical status of these vaccines, particularly questioning whether
embryonic stem cells or tissue from
aborted fetuses were used in their creation, and whether Catholics can morally receive such vaccines. The Diocese has released a document prepared by Fr. Koopman, a Moral Theologian from St.
May Seminary. It is rather lengthy, and talks about the
morality of vaccines in general, so we will print the final
conclusion.
“In conclusion, at this point there appears to be no
moral issues to prohibit a Catholic from receiving vaccines produced by Pfizer or Moderna. If other vaccines
are released which do have recourse to material of illicit
origin, Catholic moral teaching would direct Catholics to
utilize the option that is least morally problematic (i.e.,
the vaccines that were not created via such immoral
means). Providentially, these two listed vaccines satisfy
that criteria.”

“A Closer Walk With Thee” – CCA Monthly Grief
Don’t forget to subscribe to the Catholic Cemeteries Association’s monthly grief support
e-newsletter, “A Closer Walk with Thee”. This
e-newsletter is emailed the first Tuesday of each
month to any family/individual who has expressed
an interest in our bereavement programs. To
subscribe to this valued grief support resource,
visit the Bereavement page on our website and
click the brown signup box on the right side,
contact Rhonda at 216-930-4866. You can also
click this link and go directly to the signup https://
bit.ly/ccabereavementbulletin .

Help for Dominion Energy Ohio Customers
If you are facing a financial hardship,
Dominion Energy Ohio has several payment and
assistance options for your unique situation.
Dominion Energy recently increased its contribution to the EnergyShare program, making additional dollars available this year to residential
customers struggling to pay their bills. You can
learn more at DominionEnergy.com and search
for the keywords “energy assistance.”
During these unprecedented times, the
company encourages you to pay your bill as you
normally would to avoid a large balance later. If
you have fallen behind on your bill, please contact Dominion Energy Ohio at 800-362-7557 for
help with payment arrangements. To view your
bill or make an online payment, visit
DominonEnergy.com

All Saints Federal Credit Union
is running a Debt Consolidation Loan Promotion! Borrow up to $3000.00 with a
rate as low as 7.99% for 12
months. This promotion
runs from January 1, 2021 through March 31,
2021. Visit or call any of our three branch locations; for hours, addresses, phone numbers, and
additional information, please visit our website at
www.allsaintsfcu.com or call 216-524-0414, 216587-0631, or 440-888-3663.

Christmas Flower Memorial Envelopes
Because of pandemic restrictions this year, we were not able to display the traditional Christmas

Flower Memorial Boards in the Church’s Rockside Road vestibule for Christmas. The envelopes
that were submitted have been bundled at the foot of the Nativity scene in the sanctuary during the
Christmas season. Due to early bulletin deadlines and limited space during the holiday, we are
now able to share the following list of names of those loved ones remembered on the Christmas
Flower envelopes.
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