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Catholic Church

13623 Rockside Road
Garfield Heights, Ohio
Parish Office:
(216) 662-8685
fax: (216) 662-1245

website: saintmonicachurch.net

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380
Early Learning Center
(216) 475-3633
OCFCU (216) 663-6800

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00 am—
Noon on Wed. & Fri. We
request anyone who comes
to the parish office to please
wear a mask. Thank you.
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net by
NOON on Friday

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a
Christlike family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the
spiritual, educational and social needs of the community.

PARISH CLERGY

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for
parents. Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Jerome Lukachinsky,
Retired, in Residence
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Kathy Piggford,
Pastoral Council Chairman
Kathy Wendling,
Finance Council Chairman

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking
full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
and Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish
Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are
available on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest
can be arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School
Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like
to receive communion, call the Parish Office.
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Pastoral Scene

LITURGY
SCHEDULE
Monday –Friday 8:00 a.m.
Sunday, February 7

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00 People of the Parish
10:45 Living & deceased members of Hyland
Borkman Family
Monday, February 8
Weekday

8:00 Dorothy Kaderbek
Tuesday, February 9
Weekday

8:00 Frank Jaronowski
Wednesday, February 10
Saint Scholastica, Virgin

8:00 Wanda Koziol

Thursday, February 11
Weekday

8:00 All Souls
Friday, February 12
Weekday

8:00 Agnes Stropkay
Saturday, February 13
Weekday

3:15 Confession
4:00 Anthony & Angeline Parasiliti
Sunday, February 14

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00 Ann Bednarchik
10:45 People of the Parish

Please keep in your prayers the following
members of our Parish Community:
Dianne Stoltz, Philph-Michael Lockhart, Larry &
Lorna Piechowiak, Concetta Rimmel, John Spadaro, William, Aubrey Rae, Janet Roppel,
Michael Wyrzykowski, James Gorman, Carol
DeLooze, Special Intention, Alexandria Romanowski, Jeri
Grzybowski, Patricia Chesney, Vivian Budd, Baby Harrison
Justin, Gerald DeLooze, Bill Paluscsak, and Joanne Reddinger. The names will remain in the bulletin for two weeks.
Please call the parish office if your name or a loved one’s name
needs to be added to the list. If you have a special intention you
would like remembered in prayer, please call Lillian Neptune
(216) 662-5464.

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to the
family and friends of those who were recently buried:
John Luvison, Daniel Maslar, Frank Conetsco, Rev.
Richard K. Burchell and Rev. Joseph Mecir. May they
and all our faithful departed, rest in peace .

What’s in a Name?
When William Shakespeare penned this famous line, and
Romeo responded “a rose by any other name would smell
as sweet” neither was referring to the manner in which parents in biblical times chose a baby’s name.
Normally, the mother chose the baby’s name based on the
circumstances associated with the infant’s conception. Sarah, who laughed when she overheard the promise that she
would conceive a child in her old age, named her son
“Isaac” which means “he will laugh”. Rebecca, Isaac’s
wife, named her second-born twin son “Jacob” whose
name means “supplanter”. It was an inspired name since
Jacob would later steal his older twin’s blessing with the
collaboration of his mother. God gave Jacob the new name
Israel (Wrestles with God) because of his encounter in wrestling with God at the Waddi. As the father of twelve sons who
later formed the Tribes, Israel also became synonymous with
the Promised Land.
Many Old Testament male names ended with the suffix
“el”, a Hebrew word that means “might, power, or God.”
The first part of the name often reflected the answer to a
prayer, or the giving of a mission, or a duty or vocation required of the person by God. For example, Denz-el means
‘Fortress of God’.
A few Sunday’s ago, we heard the story of Samuel, the last
of the Judges, and his mother Hannah’s long history of
praying for a child. The name Samuel means “God (el)
Hears (shemu)” or in the passive voice of English “Heard
by God” referring to Hannah’s prayers. Elkanah, Samuel’s
father’s name means “God has created”. Daniel the main
character in a book of the Bible that bears his name is a
favorite name for boys and follows the same pattern of
translation as Samuel. Daniel means “Judgement by God.”
The word “angel” is translated as “God’s messenger”. Only
three angels are identified in Scripture and their names
reflect their missions: Michael is the angel who fought Lucifer, and Michael’s name reflect his battle cry and name:
(Who is like God?). Raphael (God heals) is the patron of
travelers and the one who healed Tobit from his blindness,
and delivered Sarah, his future daughter-in-law, from the
demon Asmodeus, who killed every man she marries on
their wedding night before the marriage. Gabriel (My
strength is God) holds the status of an archangel because he
stands in the divine presence at the right of the throne and is
the messenger God sends to speak God’s messages.
Women’s names, although rarely focused on, also may
reflect qualities of God. The name Rachel means “purity of
God”. Sometimes the ‘el’ appears at the beginning of the
name, as in Elizabeth that is translated as “God is my oath.”
Finding the meaning of your name, even if it is not biblical,
is not a difficult task, especially when the question you type
into the search box on the Internet begins with “what is the
meaning of the name . . . ? Research the meaning of your
name. You may be surprised at the results! I was –
Sister Helene
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Bishop Edward Malesic Is Coming

Join us every
Thursday at 6:00
pm in CHURCH as
we pray the Rosary. All are invited.

We received word from the Diocesan Offices
that Bishop Malesic has accepted our invitation to come
to St. Monica Church to celebrate the 10:45 AM Mass
on February 21st. We look forward to his visit, and the
opportunity to meet with him.

Vatican Modifies Distribution of Ashes
The Congregation for Divine
Worship releases a note laying out the procedures priests
around the world are to follow
for the distribution of ashes at
the start of Lent.

The Season of Lent
The Season of Lent starts on Ash Wednesday with
the distribution of Ashes. It begins for Catholics a period of forty days of prayer and penance. The role
model for the Season of Lent is Jesus Christ, who
spent forty days in the desert at the beginning of His
Public Life. Jesus used this time communicating with
His Father to prepare Himself for the next three years
of very special ministry, culminating in His Death on
the Cross and Resurrection from the Dead.
As followers of Jesus, it is important that we make
His example our own. The Church recommends that
in imitation of Jesus, we perform Penance during the
Season of Lent. There are three forms of Penance that
are recommended by the Church: Prayer, Fasting, and
Almsgiving. We can do these in many ways.
Lent is a special time of Prayer. There are many
forms of prayer available to us: Weekday Masses and
Sunday Masses, the Rosary, Eucharistic Adoration,
Liturgy of the Hours, Reading the Bible, Stations of
the Cross, Reception of the Sacrament of Penance, and
the Practice of Daily Prayer.
Lent is a special time of Fasting. There are several
ways we can accomplish this: Fasting on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, Abstaining from meat on the
Fridays of Lent and on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, giving up other foods we cherish, or giving up activities that we enjoy.
Lent is a special time of Almsgiving. There are many
ways we can accomplish this: charitable giving, doing
kind deeds for others, and volunteering acts of service
for those who need our help.
Whatever way you choose to spend your time during
the Season of Lent, please take advantage of this Season to grow in your relationship with Jesus Christ.
Fr. Thomas Haren

By Vatican News (January 12, 2021)
The health situation caused by Covid-19 continues to
forces changes on daily life, which are also reflected
in the Church’s sphere. Ahead of the beginning of
Lent, on Wednesday, 17 February, the Congregation
for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments has published a note detailing how Catholic
priests are to distribute ashes.
Instructions
After blessing the ashes and sprinkling them with
holy water in silence, the priest addresses those present, reciting once the formula found in the Roman
Missal: “Repent, and believe in the Gospel” or
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall
return”.At that point, the note continues, the priest
“cleanses his hands, puts on a face mask, and distributes ashes to those who come to him or, if appropriate, he goes to those who are standing in their
places.” He then sprinkles the ashes on each person’s head “without saying anything.”
A Lenten Reflection for all Liturgical Ministers

will take place on Monday, February 22, 2021 at 7:00PM.
There will be three options for attendance. You may attend
in person, by livestream or through Zoom.com.
Whether you have been active or not during the COVID
crisis all are welcome and encouraged to attend!
Because of Zoom time restrictions, this will be an abbreviated gathering - lasting about 40 minutes.

Religion Question of the Week
What are the possible calendar dates for Ash Wednesday?
Did You Know?
Did you know that the original Baptistry of St. Monica
Church was located in the East Nave?
One Liner
“Of all things you wear, your expression is the most
important”.

For more details as well as Zoom and Livestream instructions, visit our website: http://saintmonicachurch.net

There will be a Divine Mercy Holy
Hour Sunday February 14th at 2:30
PM in Saint Monica Church. Please
wear a mask. All are welcome!
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PARISH ACTIVITIES

Stewardship Offertory Collections
January 31, 2021

MONDAY, February 8

4:15 p.m. Walking Group
6:30 p.m. HN rosary & meeting (+)
7:00 p.m. Finance Meeting (F)

TUESDAY, February 9
4:15 p.m. Walking Group

WEDNESDAY, February 10
5:00 p.m. G.A. (+)
6:00 p.m. RCIA (J)

Regular Offertory………………………..$ 5,054.00
St. Monica Fund………………………….$ 170.00
Misc specials…………………..…………..$ 101.00
January We Share
Regular Sunday………………………..…$ 6,893.50
St. Monic a Fund…………………………$ 826.00

THURSDAY, February 11
4:15 p.m. Walking Group

Please continue to mail in your donations,
Donate online or drop off at the office .
Thank you for your continued support.

6:00 p.m. Rosary (+)

FRIDAY, February 12
SATURDAY, February 13
12:00 p.m. RCIA
4:00 p.m. Mass

CALENDAR FUNDRAISER

SUNDAY, February 14
9:00 a.m. Mass (+)
10:45 a.m. Mass (+)

In order to help raise
much needed monies to make
up for the shortfall in our budget
caused by the pandemic we are
excited to announce a new
New Mission Statement
church fundraiser!
Over the past six months our Pastoral
In a few weeks you will be
Council has been working on a new Mission
receiving
a letter and calendar
Statement for St. Monica Church. They
for
the
month
of April with prizes listed for each
received input from our parish staff, and the
day
of
the
month.
We are asking you to buy and
final product has gone through many revisions.
or sell these calendars for the cost of $25.00 each.
The members of the Council believed that our
Each day of the month will have a designated prize
Christlike and welcoming environment were
assigned to it and each day a name will be drawn
essential to who we are as a Parish.
and the winner will be notified of that day’s prize.
This new Mission Statement is found on Once your name gets picked, it will go back into
the front page of our bulletin: “We, the parish
the drawing for additional chances to win again!
of St. Monica, work to create a Christlike fami- For $25.00 you will get 30 chances to win a daily
ly, welcoming all people where one encounters
prize worth a $25.00 value, with some days being
a loving God, by serving the spiritual, educamore!
tional, and social needs of the community”. We
If anyone would like to donate cash or gift
thank the members of our Pastoral Council for cards of any amount to help keep the cost down
this work on our new mission statement for the that would be greatly appreciated! Please call
21st Century.
Angie & Bill Noyes at (216) 912-8679 for more
Fr. Thomas Haren
information.
$1,000 Holy Name Monthly
Raffle Winners-January 31

Answer to This Week’s Religion Question

$500.00 G. Placek #697
Seller: Ted Eles
Captain: Will Skladany
$500.00 Joel Lewis #1752
Seller: Fish Danko
Captain: Ben Welich

What are the possible calendar dates for Ash Wednesday?
Answer:
Ash Wednesday can be as early as February 4th or as late
as March 11th, depending upon the celebration of Easter
Sunday.

1,560 tickets were sold
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Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus
Wednesday Night Dinners:

St. Ignatius Grade School Latin
and French Programs:

February 10 -- Pork & Sauerkraut
Reservations by Sunday February 7 … 8PM
Adults -$10 Children under 12 - $8

The Grade School Latin Program is a brief introduction
to the Latin language and Roman culture for young men in
the 6th, 7th, and 8th grades. The course is held on Saturdays from 1:00 p.m.—2:00 p.m. The next session begins
on Saturday, February 13th and ends on Saturday, March
6th. The course is FREE!!! Register online at
www.ignatius.edu/grade_school. Appropriate COVID
guidelines which include wearing masks and social distancing will be in place to ensure a safe learning environment. If any questions, please call Mr. Joseph Zebrak at
651-0222, ext. 253 or email jzebrak@ignatius.edu

Prepared by Lori’s Custom Catering --phone 216-662-2277 --- MAILBOX #3

Dinner consists of Pork, Sauerkraut & Dumplings, Apple Sauce, Vegetable, Roll & Butter

- EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED - PRE-ORDER ONLY - TAKEOUT-Curbside Pickup- NO BAKERY-SERVING TIME 4-6 PM

Please leave your complete name, phone number and
number of dinners you will be picking up. We will need
your phone number in case we need to contact you due
to an unfortunate situation that we may need to cancel
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Please no changes day
of. Thank you for your continued patronage.
If someone else is picking up - leave their name also.

The Grade School French Program is a brief introduction
to the French language and Francophone culture. The
course is held on Saturdays from 12:00 p.m. until 1:00 p.m.
The next session begins on February 13th and ends on
Saturday, March 6th. The course is FREE!!! Register
online at www.ignatius.edu/grade_school.
Appropriate COVID guidelines which include wearing
masks and social distancing will be in place to ensure a
safe learning environment. If any questions, please call
Ms. Elisa Bredendiek at 651-0222, ext. 253 or email
ebredendiek@ignatius.edu

Help for Dominion Energy Ohio Customers
If you are facing a financial hardship,
Dominion Energy Ohio has several payment and
assistance options for your unique situation.
Dominion Energy recently increased its contribution to the EnergyShare program, making additional dollars available this year to residential
customers struggling to pay their bills. You can
learn more at DominionEnergy.com and search
for the keywords “energy assistance.”
During these unprecedented times, the
company encourages you to pay your bill as you
normally would to avoid a large balance later. If
you have fallen behind on your bill, please contact Dominion Energy Ohio at 800-362-7557 for
help with payment arrangements. To view your
bill or make an online payment, visit
DominonEnergy.com

Catholic Cemeteries Association Monthly
Sunday Grief Support February 21st:
Catholic Cemeteries Association continues with our
free monthly in-office grief support groups on February 21st with limited seating for social distancing. We offer a comfortable, private, and safe environment where you are free to explore your
grief. Meetings are open discussion format, surrounding a monthly topic or whatever is on your
heart. They do not build off each other so you can
stop in any month and fit right in. If you are not yet
able to talk about your grief, come and listen and be
in the presence of those who understand. The February topic is “Experiencing God’s Loving Embrace”.
We meet the 3rd Sunday of every month from 3:00
p.m. – 4:00 p.m. at six locations:
Saint Joseph Cemetery, Avon (NEW office);
Holy Cross Cemetery, Akron (office);
Holy Cross Cemetery, Brook Park (office);
Calvary Cemetery, Cleveland (office);
All Saints Cemetery, Northfield (office);
All Souls Cemetery, Chardon (office).
Meeting sites are sanitized and seating is arranged so
everyone is at a safe distance. Participants are asked
to RSVP so we can plan appropriate social distancing
at each location. We require all in attendance to
wear protective facial coverings. To RSVP or for
questions, please contact Rhonda at
rabrams@clecem.org or 216-930-4866.
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