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PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00 am—
Noon on Wed. & Fri. We
request anyone who comes
to the parish office to please
wear a mask. Thank you.
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net by
NOON on Friday

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a
Christlike family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the
spiritual, educational and social needs of the community.

PARISH CLERGY

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for
parents. Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Jerome Lukachinsky,
Retired, in Residence
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Kathy Piggford,
Pastoral Council Chairman
Kathy Wendling,
Finance Council Chairman

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking
full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
and Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish
Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are
available on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest
can be arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School
Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like
to receive communion, call the Parish Office.
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Pastoral Scene

LITURGY
SCHEDULE

What’s In It For Me

Monday –Friday 8:00 a.m.
Sunday, February 21
First Sunday in Lent

9:00 People of the Parish
10:45 Jim Polak
Monday, February 22

The Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle

8:00 Randolph Klosowski
7:00 Liturgical Ministers Lenten Reflection
Tuesday, February 23
Lenten Weekday

8:00 Elsie R. Shipta

Does this phrase seem familiar to you? Unfortunately, it is used more often in our society than it
should be. Is this phrase common sense, or is it just
an excuse to be selfish?
Jesus taught us that there were two great Commandments upon which all the others rely: “Love
God with all your heart, with all your mind, with all
your soul, and with all your strength; and to Love
our neighbor as we love ourselves. This was to be
the basis of His way of life.

Many in our American culture believe that true
happiness consists in the possessions that one accu8:00 Living & deceased members of Jim & Kathy
mulates. They are told that if they have an expenMack family
sive home, a new car, the latest in technology gadgThursday, February 25
ets, up- to-date modern appliances, beautiful clothLenten Weekday
ing, a large stock portfolio, and plenty of money in
8:00 Modlinski Family
the bank, they will be happy beyond their wildest
Friday, February 26
dreams. But after a while, even these luxuries don’t
Lenten Weekday
8:00 Living & deceased members of Ray Hanzlick Family always make them happy. Where can we find long
lasting, true happiness?
3:30 Stations: Mary’s Way of the Cross
Wednesday, February 24
Lenten Weekday

Saturday, February 27
Lenten Weekday

3:15 Confession
4:00 Phyllis Lapeus
Sunday, February 28
First Sunday in Lent

9:00 People of the Parish
10:45 Mary Attinato
Please keep in your prayers the following
members of our Parish Community:
Johnnie, Carol, Barb, Judy Watters, PhilphMichael Lockhart, Larry & Lorna Piechowiak,
Concetta Rimmel, John Spadaro, Michael
Wyrzykowski, Carol & Gerald DeLooze, Special
Intention, Alexandria Romanowski, Patricia Chesney, Vivian
Budd, Baby Harrison Justin, Bill Paluscsak, and Joanne
Reddinger. The names will remain in the bulletin for two weeks.
Please call the parish office if your name or a loved one’s name
needs to be added to the list. If you have a special intention you
would like remembered in prayer, please call Lillian Neptune
(216) 662-5464.

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to the
family and friends of those who were recently buried:
Deacon William Schill. May he and all our faithful
departed, rest in peace.

True happiness can be found in giving of ourselves. When God created us, He shared His love
with us. This love that God shares with us is meant
to be shared with others. When we give of ourselves
to others, we are sharing the Love that God has for
us. This love in turn goes back to God, because it is
one of the best ways we can demonstrate our love
for God.
The phrase, “What’s in it for me”, might bring us
temporary happiness, but we will always want more
to fulfill this need. This kind of happiness never
lasts. But if we ask, “What’s in it for God”, and we
share what He has given us with others, we can feel
good about ourselves. This is because we are following the commandments of Jesus, and loving one
another as He has loved us; and this is what Love
and Happiness is really about. It means that our
lives really matter.
Fr. Thomas Haren

The next Baptism class will be held on Tuesday,
March 9th at 6:30 in the Parish Office. If you
would like to have your child Baptized, please call the
Parish Office to register: 216-662-8685.
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Join us every
Thursday at 6:00
pm in CHURCH as
we pray the Rosary. All are invited.

Bishop Edward Malesic Is Here

Welcome Bishop Malesic!
We look forward to his visit, and the opportunity
to meet with him.

A Lenten Reflection for all Liturgical Ministers

will take place this Monday, February 22, 2021 at
7:00PM. There will be three options for attendance. You
may attend in person, by livestream or through
Zoom.com.

The Season of Lent
The Season of Lent starts on Ash Wednesday with
the distribution of Ashes. It begins for Catholics a period of forty days of prayer and penance. The role
model for the Season of Lent is Jesus Christ, who
spent forty days in the desert at the beginning of His
Public Life. Jesus used this time communicating with
His Father to prepare Himself for the next three years
of very special ministry, culminating in His Death on
the Cross and Resurrection from the Dead.
As followers of Jesus, it is important that we make
His example our own. The Church recommends that
in imitation of Jesus, we perform Penance during the
Season of Lent. There are three forms of Penance that
are recommended by the Church: Prayer, Fasting, and
Almsgiving. We can do these in many ways.
Lent is a special time of Prayer. There are many
forms of prayer available to us: Weekday Masses and
Sunday Masses, the Rosary, Eucharistic Adoration,
Liturgy of the Hours, Reading the Bible, Stations of
the Cross, Reception of the Sacrament of Penance, and
the Practice of Daily Prayer.
Lent is a special time of Fasting. There are several
ways we can accomplish this: Fasting on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, Abstaining from meat on the
Fridays of Lent and on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, giving up other foods we cherish, or giving up activities that we enjoy.
Lent is a special time of Almsgiving. There are many
ways we can accomplish this: charitable giving, doing
kind deeds for others, and volunteering acts of service
for those who need our help.
Whatever way you choose to spend your time during
the Season of Lent, please take advantage of this Season to grow in your relationship with Jesus Christ.
Fr. Thomas Haren

Whether you have been active or not during the COVID
crisis all are welcome and encouraged to attend!
Because of Zoom time restrictions, this will be an abbreviated gathering - lasting about 40 minutes.
For more details as well as Zoom and Livestream instructions, visit our website: http://saintmonicachurch.net

An Invitation to Students
in Gr. 4 - 12
The annual "Respect Life" Art, Digital Art,
Essay & Poetry Contest is an opportunity
for students to share their artistic and written talents, celebrate the sanctity of human
life, and be one of the many cash prize winners at our spring Awards Ceremony!
To enter, please go to
www.LifeWorksOhio.org;
at the bottom of the News & Events scroll,
just click on the
Contest Details for your grade level.
Entries must be postmarked or e-mailed by
February 26, 2021.
Questions: 216-661-6616 LifeWorks Ohio
LifeWorks Ohio's programs are endorsed by Auxiliary
Bishop Emeritus Roger W. Gries

Lenten Rice Bowls
Due to Covid-19
restrictions, we will not be
physically distributing
Lenten Rice Bowls this year. HOWEVER if you
wish to donate to this fund, please visit our parish
website http://saintmonicachurch.net and click on the
Lenten Rice Bowl link or you may place your check
or cash offering in an envelope marked "Rice Bowl"
and it will be forwarded. Thank you for your continued generosity.

Religion Question of the Week
What is the sixth week of Lent called?
Did You Know?
Did you know that the total number served by our St.
Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry last year was over
880 persons?
One Liner
“The sweetest freedom is an honest heart”.
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PARISH ACTIVITIES

Stewardship Offertory Collections
February 14, 2021

MONDAY, February 22

4:15 p.m. Walking Group
7:00 p.m. Liturgical Ministers Evening of Reconciliation (+)

Regular Offertory………………………….$ 3,949.00
St. Monica Fund………………………….$ 286.00
Misc specials…………………..…………. $ 224.00

TUESDAY, February 23
4:15 p.m. Walking Group

WEDNESDAY, February 24
5:00 p.m. G.A. (+)
6:00 p.m. RCIA (J)

THURSDAY, February 25
4:15 p.m. Walking Group
6:00 p.m. Rosary (+)

FRIDAY, February 26
3:30 p.m. Stations
SATURDAY, February 27

During this 1st weekend of Lent, parishes are taking
up the annual National Black & Indian Mission Collection. Your support helps build the Church in our
African American and Native American communities
from coast to coast (including our Diocese). Parish
Religious education programs, evangelization
projects, youth & young adult outreach efforts and
diocesan ministries depend on your generosity to help
us spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

12:00 p.m. RCIA
4:00 p.m. Mass

Please continue to mail in your donations,
donate online or drop off at the office. You can also
drop your donation in the baskets in church.
Thank you for your continued support.

SUNDAY, February 28
9:00 a.m. Mass (+)
10:45 a.m. Mass (+)

CALENDAR FUNDRAISER
In order to help raise
much needed monies to make
up for the shortfall in our budget
caused by the pandemic we are
excited to announce a new
church fundraiser!
In a few weeks you will
be receiving a letter and calendar for the month of
April with prizes listed for each day of the month.
We are asking you to buy and or sell these calendars for the cost of $25.00 each. Each day of the
month will have a designated prize assigned to it
and each day a name will be drawn and the winner
will be notified of that day’s prize. Once your
name gets picked, it will go back into the drawing
for additional chances to win again! For $25.00
you will get 30 chances to win a daily prize worth a
$25.00 value, with some days being more!
If anyone would like to donate cash or gift
cards of any amount to help keep the cost down
that would be greatly appreciated! Please call
Angie & Bill Noyes at (216) 912-8679 for more
information.
Answer to This Week’s Religion Question

What is the sixth week of Lent called?
Answer:
Passion Sunday.

The 2021 Catholic Charities Appeal is underway with an in
-pew commitment process taking place next weekend.
The Catholic Charities Annual Appeal represents the
chance for all Catholics to make a significant pledge, payable in installments, to Catholic Charities in order to support its mission of a society stand stands united in its support of the “least among us.” Many parishioners have
received a letter from Bishop Malesic requesting their
support. If you have not received this letter, please respond to the in-pew commitment process. If you have
received the letter, please respond to that. There is a box
on the in-pew envelope to indicate that you responded by
mail.
Your support of the 2021 Appeal helps us to carry
out the mission that Jesus entrusted to us: I say to you,
whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine,
you did for me.’ Please consider a gift that will change the
lives of the 400,000 who are served each year in Northeast Ohio. Please pray for the success of the
Appeal,
which provides for essential programs and services in
need throughout all eight counties of the Diocese of
Cleveland.
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2021 Bringing America
Back to Life Convention-March
12th & 13th
The Bringing America Back to
Life Convention is the premier
Diocesan-wide pro-life event: 2
jam-packed days filled with the nation’s top speakers, workshops, and exhibitors. To discover more
about this must-see event, to view the impressive line
-up of speakers, and to register, visit
www.bringingamericabacktolife.org or call (440) 281
-1502. Join us as we Bring America Back to Life!
The Ladies of the St. Monica Guild will be conducting our
annual Bakeless Bake Sale again this year. Anyone is
invited to participate in this fundraiser. You don’t have to
be a Guild member to participate. It is a small way we
can still try to raise much needed funds to help support St.
Monica Church. We are not able to pass out the usual
envelopes for you to use this year, but we are hoping you
will participate by just placing anything you would like to
donate in an envelope marked “LADIES GUILD BAKELESS BAKE SALE” and turn it in through the Church
collection basket, drop it off at the Parish Office, or even
mailed it to the Parish Office if you are so inclined. We will
be collecting donations from now through March. We will
accept cash or checks made out to “St. Monica Guild.”
Thank you in advance for your help.

Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus
Wednesday Night Dinners:

February 24 Chicken Marsala
Reservations by Sunday February 21… 8PM
Adults -$10 Children under 12 - $8

Prepared by Lori’s Custom Catering --phone 216-662-2277 --- MAILBOX #2

Dinner consists of 2 pieces of Chicken, Garlic
Roasted Red Potatoes, Green Bean Almandine,
Salad, Roll & Butter

- EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED - PRE-ORDER ONLY - TAKEOUT-Curbside Pickup- NO BAKERY-SERVING TIME 4-6 PM

Please leave your complete name, phone number and
number of dinners you will be picking up. We will need
your phone number in case we need to contact you due
to an unfortunate situation that we may need to cancel
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Please no changes day
of. Thank you for your continued patronage. If someone
else is picking up - leave their name also.
All Saints Federal Credit Union is running
a Balance Transfer Promotion, which
applies to new and existing accounts!
Transfer any credit card debt that you
have onto an All Saints FCU Visa Credit
Card at 2.99% APR for 24 months. This
promotion runs from February 1, 2021, through April 30, 2021.
Visit or call any of our three branch locations at 216-524-0414,
216-587-0631, or 440-888-3663; for hours, addresses, phone
numbers, and additional information, please visit our website at
www.allsaintsfcu.com.

Pray Always – EVEN on Your Phone
From ancient times the Church has had the custom of celebrating each day with the Liturgy of the Hours, also known as the Divine
Office and the “Work of God (Opus Dei)”. The Liturgy of the Hours is the prayer of the whole People of God, who we became through
our Baptism. It is through this prayer that the Church fulfills Jesus’ precept to “pray always”.
In the Roman Catholic Church priests are required by canon law to pray five of the seven Hours, while Deacons are required to pray
morning and evening Hours and members of religious congregations pray the Hours required by their constitutions. The Liturgy of the
Hours is like an extension of the Eucharistic celebration and the Church has always encouraged the laity to also pray these prayers.
Okay, I ‘hear’ some of you asking, “Nice history lesson, Sister, but what has this to do with me?” Let me explain!
Until 2010 the only ‘real way’ to pray the Liturgy of the Hours was to purchase a collection of four books that contained the year’s
prayers. Depending upon the type of set of books one chose, the cost ranged from $150 to $200.
However, in the late 2010s, Don Paolo Padrini, Pastor of the Parish of St. Giorgio in Stazzano, Italy was holding his mobile iPhone in
his hand and thought, “Why can’t the Breviary (common name for the Liturgy of the Hours) be on my phone?” That idea blossomed
into the Breviary application connected to the idea of mobility. This new mobility made it possible to do many things while travelling
on the train, on the bus, in the park, in the church.
iBreviary’s purpose is simply this: to link technology with the faith and the human need to talk with God, to feel closer to Him through
the prayer at any time of the day. The iBreviary offers the complete texts of the Liturgy of the Hours in five languages, downloadable
daily or for a full week.
The iBreviary also offers the complete texts of the Mass, the complete texts of rites for the celebration of all the sacraments, the funeral rites, the rosary, and other prayers of the Church.
The iBreviary TS is available online (https://www.ibreviary.org) for iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch, Android, Kindle Fire, Windows Phone 7,
Blackberry, mobile version, widgets. AND the best part is that iBrieviary TS app is FREE!!!
Be creative this Lent and try a new way to pray. You just may like it!
Sister Helene
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