St. Monica

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord

Happy Easter
April 4, 2021

April 4, 2021

Catholic Church

13623 Rockside Road
Garfield Heights, Ohio
Parish Office:
(216) 662-8685
Fax: (216) 662-1245

website: saintmonicachurch.net

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380
Early Learning Center
(216) 475-3633
OCFCU (216) 663-6800

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00 am—
Noon on Wed. & Fri. We
request anyone who comes
to the parish office to please
wear a mask. Thank you.
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net by
NOON on Friday

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a
Christlike family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the
spiritual, educational and social needs of the community.

PARISH CLERGY

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for
parents. Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Jerome Lukachinsky,
Retired, in Residence
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Kathy Piggford,
Pastoral Council Chairman
Kathy Wendling,
Finance Council Chairman

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking
full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
and Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish
Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are
available on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest
can be arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School
Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like
to receive communion, call the Parish Office.
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Pastoral Scene

LITURGY
SCHEDULE

Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.
Sunday, April 4

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord

9:00 Priest Intention
10:45 Priest Intention
Monday, April 5

Monday within the Octave of Easter

8:00 Iona Billings
Tuesday, April 6

Tuesday within the Octave of Easter

8:00 Henry & Wanda Rowinski
Wednesday, April 7

Wednesday within the Octave of Easter

8:00 Betty Crawford
Thursday, April 8

Thursday of Holy Week (Holy Thursday)

8:00 All Souls

Friday, April 9

Friday within the Octave of Easter

8:00 Living and deceased members of Sylvia & John
Telesz family
Saturday, April 10

Saturday within the Octave of Easter

8:00 Joseph & Margaret Dubas
Sunday, April 11

Sunday of Divine Mercy

9:00 People of the Parish
10:45 Vincent DeFini

Please keep in your prayers the following members of
our Parish Community:
Special Intention, Lisa Bielawski, Thomas
Obojski, Sylvester Danko, Philph-Michael Lockhart, Larry Piechowiak, Concetta Rimmel,
Michael Wyrzykowski, Carol & Gerald DeLooze,
Vivian Budd, Baby Harrison Justin, and Joanne
Reddinger. The names will remain in the bulletin
for two weeks. Please call the parish office if your name or a
loved one’s name needs to be added to the list. If you have a
special intention you would like remembered in prayer, please
call Lillian Neptune (216) 662-5464.

April 4, 2021

Welcome Back!
Last year, at this time, we celebrated a very different Easter Sunday. Fr. Marszal and I concelebrated Mass with Deacon Stan without the attendance of our St. Monica Parishioners. Many of you watched the Easter Mass on your televisions. This was a strange way to honor Jesus on the
most wonderful Celebration of the Year – the day Jesus
rose from the Dead.
This year, we are once again celebrating Easter in a traditional way. It begins with the Easter Vigil Service on Saturday evening, in darkness, with the lighting of the Easter
Fire, the blessing of the Easter Water, and the reception of
the catechumens into the Catholic Church in special first
Mass of the Resurrection of Jesus. On Easter Sunday we
celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection from the Dead with all of
you, many who are attending Mass “in person” and some
on the parish web-site. It is wonderful to be with you
again on this joyous occasion.
To many of you who might be discerning about your return to the Catholic Church at this time, please know you
are welcome! Our Priests, Deacon, Pastoral Ministers, and
Parish Staff are available for any questions you might have
about returning. Also, if you have been away from the Sacraments for a while, the Sacrament of Penance is available
every Saturday afternoon from 3 pm – 3:45 pm. Jesus gave
us this Sacrament because He knew that sometimes we
need to repent for our sins, and He wants us to know that
His mercy is always available.
Please also know that our entire staff is working diligently
to bring our parish activities back to normal as the pandemic is winding down. We will continue to keep our
buildings safe as best we can for our liturgical services and
our meetings.
May God Bless all of you during this Easter Season,

Fr. Thomas Haren, Fr. Ted Marszal, Fr. Jerome
Lukachinsky, Deacon Stan Drozell, and all the Staff of
St. Monica Church

The Parish Office will be
closed Easter Monday,
April 5. The office will reopen Tuesday morning at
8:00 a.m.

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to the
family and friends of all those who were recently buried.
May they and all our faithful departed, rest in peace .
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Join us every
Thursday at 6:00
pm in CHURCH as
we pray the Rosary. All are invited.

Religion Question of the Week
In Mark’s Gospel, who was the first person that Jesus appeared to after His resurrection from the dead?
(Answer on page 4)

The Year of St. Joseph

Did You Know?
Did you know that when St. Monica Church was under the
administration of a Team Ministry,( 1974 – 2003 ), six
different Priests acted as Team Leaders, and twenty Priests,
Sisters, and Lay Persons acted as Team Members?

On December 8, 2020 Pope Francis asked the entire
world to celebrate “The Year of St. Joseph”. This special
celebration will last until December 8, 2021.
St. Joseph is sometimes referred to as “the silent saint”
in that no actual words of his are recorded in the Bible.
But even though his words are not recorded, his actions
have played an important role in the life of the Holy
Family. Joseph was a carpenter, but in those times this
occupation may also have included being a craftsman,
working with both wood and stone. We know that he
can trace his ancestry back to King David, which is seen
in both the Gospels of Matthew and Luke.
According to tradition his espousal to Mary took place in
either Jerusalem or in Nazareth. This was a period of one
year before they came to live together as a married
couple. In Luke’s Gospel we see the dilemma of Joseph
when he found that Mary was with child, and we also
see his response when he is told by an angel in a dream
that this was God’s doing. Then follows the wonderful
stories about Joseph and Mary in Bethlehem with the
birth of Jesus; the scene in the temple with Simeon and
Anna; the visitation of the Magi; and the one hundred
seventy-five mile Flight into Egypt due to King Herod’s
death threats on the life of Jesus; and finally the loss of
Jesus for three days when Jesus, at age twelve, was
found in the Temple. Joseph certainly showed good
character in all of these stories. From this time until his
death, which according to tradition might have happened when Jesus was about thirty years of age, we see
nothing about Joseph again in the Scriptures. But as a
role model, he taught Jesus how to be a faithful Jew, and
probably how to help support their family through the
carpentry trade.
During this year there are two special feast days to honor St. Joseph: March 19th, and May 1st, the feast of St.
Joseph the Worker. Please take some time this year to
pray to St. Joseph. He certainly understands what it is
like to raise a family.

One Liner
Jesus told her: “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever
believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who
lives and believes in me will never die”. (John 11/25-26)

Divine Mercy Sunday
As a sign of Jesus’ forgiving love and
mercy, the Church celebrates Divine
Mercy Sunday on April 11th. Jesus
told Saint Faustina: “I want this image
to be solemnly blessed on the first
Sunday after Easter: that Sunday is to
be the Feast of Mercy. Whoever will
go to confession and receive the Holy Eucharist will
receive complete forgiveness of sin and punishment.”
A deed of mercy was also asked by Jesus. Giving food
to the St. Vincent de Paul pantry, providing a ride to a
neighbor to Mass, or donating to Operation Rice Bowl
are just a few ways we can show Jesus’ love and mercy
to our neighbor.
Our Lord gave Saint Faustina the Novena of Divine
Mercy which consists of nine days of prayer for all
people to recognize Jesus’ love and mercy. The novena, which is said privately, begins on Good Friday and
is to be said for nine days, each day praying for a different intention to bring souls back to Our Savior. The
Chaplet of Divine Mercy is also said and may be continued daily throughout the year. The novena booklets
may be obtained at the doors of the Church.
All are invited to attend special devotions on Sunday, April 11th following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. The
Divine Mercy Holy Hour will include Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament, Praying the Chaplet of Divine
Mercy, Veneration of the Divine Mercy Image and the
relic of Saint Faustina, and Benediction.

Fr. Thomas Haren
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Stewardship Offertory Collections
March 28, 2021

MONDAY, April 5

Office Closed
6:30 p.m. H.N. Rosary & meeting (+)

TUESDAY, April 6

4:15 p.m. Walking Group

WEDNESDAY, April 7
5:00 p.m. G.A. (+)

THURSDAY, April 8
4:15 p.m. Walking Group
6:00 p.m. Rosary (+)
FRIDAY, April 9
9:00 a.m. Set up Sandwich Saturday (J)
SATURDAY, April 10
7:30 a.m. Men of the Vine (ocu1&2)
9:00 a.m. Sandwich Saturday (J)
4:00 p.m. Mass (+)

SUNDAY, April 11
9:00 a.m. Mass (+)
10:45 a.m. Mass (+)

Diaconate Parish Banns
We are happy to announce that Joseph
Daniel Menkhaus, Jr. has petitioned and
been called by the Most Reverend Edward C.
Malesic for Diaconate Ordination. It is the
responsibility of the Church to present to the
Bishop suitable candidates for ordination. It
is the Bishop’s responsibility to weigh the
recommendations of those in charge of
formation as well as the larger Church
community. Through this notice, the
members of St. Monica Parish are given the
opportunity to offer their personal input on
the suitability of this candidate for ordination either directly to the Bishop or to me as
Pastor of the parish. Your relationship to
this man during his years of formation gives
your input a special importance. We ask your
prayerful support during these final days of
discernment and preparation.
Fr. Thomas Haren
Answer to This Week’s Religion Question

In Mark’s Gospel, who is the first person that Jesus appeared to after his resurrection from the dead?

Regular Offertory…………………………..$
St. Monica Fund………………………….$
Misc. specials…………………..………….$
Due to early bulletin deadline for Easter this
collection will be published at a later
date.
Please continue to mail in your donations,
donate online or drop off at the office. You can also
drop your donation in the baskets in church.
Thank you for your continued support.

Four Times Blest
If you attended or virtually viewed the 10:45 a.m. Mass
on the last three Sundays, you would seen four individuals called up to stand before the sanctuary for a special
blessing from the Rite of Christian Initiation – a process
followed when a teenager or adult wishes to come into
the Church. Each entered because of a special nudge by
God to inquire abut the Catholic faith and develop a relationship with Jesus Christ.
The RCIA process has several distinct stages. The initial period before one chooses to commit is called
‘Inquiry or seeking’ – checking out if this response to
God’s call is really for you. Those who decide to continue their faith journey, enter the ‘Catechumenate’ –
and are called catechumens – an ancient name for the
early Church that describes learning the basic points
about the Catholic faith and life based upon the
Apostle’s Creed, which is the summation of our faith
and the content of our baptismal promises.
On the First Sunday of Lent, the four Catechumens participated in The Rite of Election – being approved to
enter the final and most intense period of prayer and
preparation of the RCIA process. Their names were inscribed in the Book of the Elect – a sacramental book
that memorializes their desire to go forward. The past
three Sundays have intensified their commitment
through special blessings and Gospel-based prayers
termed ‘Purification’.
Now they are ready for the final step, ‘Initiation’, -- the
culmination of the RCIA process that will bring them
into the Church during the Easter Vigil Mass on April
3rd. Please keep them in your prayers. These Chosen
Four are a blessing to both the Church and our parish!

Answer:
Mary Magdalene

Sister Helene
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Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus
Wednesday Night Dinners: April 14

Are you registered at St. Monica’s?
Our Church is open to any person who wants to worship God. All are welcome. There is another aspect of attending a Church that is also important. We need to “belong to a
Church”. St Monica’s is not just a building, it is a community of
people. We come from many walks of life; but we share one
common interest—we want to worship Jesus Christ and live by
His teachings. It is vital that we make a commitment to do this
together as a family. We do this when we register in the parish.
If you are not registered and would like to become a parishioner,
please contact the parish office, 216-662-8685. Registration
forms are also available on our website:
www.saintmonicachurch.net.
As parish Priests, we make a commitment to serve the
needs of our parishioners, but we need to know who they are. If
you are attending here on a regular basis, and have not registered, please know that you are welcome to become a parishioner of St. Monica Church. You will be a wonderful addition to our
parish family.
Fr. Thomas Haren

Reservations by Sunday, April 11… 8PM

Prepared by Lori’s Custom Catering --phone 216-662-2277 --- MAILBOX #3




Dinner Consists of:
Chili, Baked Potato, w/all the fixins - Side salad
Adults: $10.00 Children under 12 $8.00
EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED - PRE-ORDER ONLY TAKEOUT-Curbside Pickup– Ready to heat NO BAKERY-SERVING TIME 4-6 PM
Pickup at 10806 Granger Road—CLUB 4130

Please leave your complete name, phone number and
number of dinners you will be picking up. We will need
your phone number in case we need to contact you due
to an unfortunate situation that we may need to cancel
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Please no changes day
of. Thank you for your continued patronage. If someone
else is picking up - leave their name also.

CALENDAR FUNDRAISER
Our April Calendar Fundraiser
has started! Hurry and buy the calendar to win one of our great daily prizes!
Every calendar sale goes to help out Fr.
Haren keep our great parish up and
running! Each calendar cost $25.00
and you will get a chance every day to
win a prize worth at least $50.00 with some days being
more! Once your name gets picked it will go BACK INTO
the drawing for additional chances for you to win! So hurry and buy your calendar to increase your chances of winning!
All prizes can be picked up in the parish office during
normal business hours.
Blessings!

Angie

Good Friday 2021
All three branches of All Saints
Federal Credit Union will be
closed on Friday, April 2, 2021,
in observance of Good Friday.
All branches will be open normal hours (9 a.m. to
12 p.m.) on Saturday, April 3, 2021. Please visit
our website at www.allsaintsfcu.com for hours and
branch locations, or call 216-524-0414, 216-5870631, or 440-888-3663.

Sandwich Saturday
Join us at our next Sandwich
Saturday that will take place
Saturday, April 10th,
beginning at 9:00 am in the
lower level of the Parish Office. Due to social
distancing, please call the office to register as
we are limited in the number of people who
can help at one time. Masks must be worn.
Any questions, please call the Parish Office,
216-662-8685.
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