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St. Monica

April 11, 2021

Catholic Church

Divine Mercy
April 11, 2021
13623 Rockside Road
Garfield Heights, Ohio
Parish Office:
(216) 662-8685
Fax: (216) 662-1245

website: saintmonicachurch.net

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380
Early Learning Center
(216) 475-3633
OCFCU (216) 663-6800

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00 am—
Noon on Wed. & Fri. We
request anyone who comes
to the parish office to please
wear a mask. Thank you.
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net by
NOON on Friday

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a
Christlike family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the
spiritual, educational and social needs of the community.

PARISH CLERGY

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for
parents. Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Jerome Lukachinsky,
Retired, in Residence
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Kathy Piggford,
Pastoral Council Chairman
Kathy Wendling,
Finance Council Chairman

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking
full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
and Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish
Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are
available on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest
can be arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School
Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like
to receive communion, call the Parish Office.
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Pastoral Scene

LITURGY
SCHEDULE

Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.
Sunday, April 11

Sunday of Divine Mercy

9:00 People of the Parish
10:45 Vincent DeFini
Monday, April 12

Easter Weekday
8:00 Living & deceased members of Joe Hanzlicek family

Tuesday, April 13
Easter Weekday

8:00 Kevin Rowinski
Wednesday, April 14
Easter Weekday

8:00 Henry DiChiro
Thursday, April 15
Easter Weekday

8:00 Alice Zbozien
Friday, April 16
Easter Weekday

8:00 Mary Walker
Saturday, April 17
Easter Weekday

4:00 People of the Parish
Sunday, April 18

Third Sunday of Easter

9:00 George Stepanik
10:45 Rose Musarro

Please keep in your prayers the following members of
our Parish Community:
Frank Restifo, Lisa Bielawski, Thomas Obojski,
Sylvester Danko, Philph-Michael Lockhart, Larry
Piechowiak, Concetta Rimmel, Michael
Wyrzykowski, Carol & Gerald DeLooze, Vivian
Budd, Baby Harrison Justin, and Joanne Reddinger. The names will remain in the bulletin for
two weeks. Please call the parish office if your name
or a loved one’s name needs to be added to the list. If you have a
special intention you would like remembered in prayer, please
call Lillian Neptune (216) 662-5464.

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to the
family and friends of : Geraldine Beigie, Rose Lysobey,
Marie Gaglione, Maureen Major and Mary Schmidt who
were buried this week. May they and all our faithful
departed, rest in peace.

The Prodigal Father’s Mercy is Divine
Mark Twain was once interviewed by a reporter
who remarked, “How does it feel to be called the best storyteller in the world?” Twain replied, “That’s not really
true.” The reporter countered with, “Who, then, would you
name as the greatest storyteller in the world?” “It would be
Jesus, and the greatest story he ever told is ‘The Prodigal
Son’.” I concur!
This story has changed many lives in its telling,
and is, for me, one of the best ways to explain what mercy
means and who God is, to both adults and children. I often
title it, ‘the Prodigal Father’ because the details of the story
paint an image of a father who is incredibly extravagant in
love and mercy to both his sons, while the details themselves are deep, profound, and timely enough to use in
creating the script for movie or a soap opera.
The term ‘mercy’ in our modern legal culture has a
very restricted meaning and is most often used to refer to
the act of pardoning someone – the Judge pardoning the
individual or dismissing the charge entirely. In the Catholic
tradition of theology, mercy calls upon the Biblical tradition
that means much more than just the cancellation of punishment.
In the Old Testament, there is a single Hebrew
word we use to describe the many meanings of God’s
‘mercy’: It is chesed – a merciful love which is ‘steadfast,
faithful, righteous, dependable, healing, and saving.’ It is
the ‘covenant love’ of keeping one’s own promises and
commitments to others. It is God’s love for God’s people –
eternal and non-negotiable. Often it is memorialized with a
‘sign’: the rainbow of Noah is the one I use most often
simply because it is visible.
Throughout his life, Jesus showed us how to be
merciful. He healed the sick, welcomed the stranger, fed
the hungry, and pardoned those who persecuted and crucified him on Good Friday. When Jesus said, “I desire mercy not sacrifice,” and further stressed, “I have not come to
call the righteous, but sinners,” Jesus demonstrated the
“Divine Mercy” – God’s love reaching down to meet the
needs and overcome the miseries of His creatures. The
Scriptures (both Old and New), as well as the teachings of
the Church Fathers and St. Thomas Aquinas, and especially Saint John Paul II, all assure us that this is true.
Today is Divine Mercy Sunday, a day to celebrate
and reflect on the Divine Mercy of God! All of us are
‘prodigal sons and daughters’ – and today’s feast can be
considered ‘the sign’ that God is a faithful promise-keeping
God. May our prayers help us to remain faithful to our
promises, too.
May the Divine Mercy image displayed here in
church, continue to bring you comfort and healing. Please
know it was such a blessing to author this pastoral scene
and while doing so, ask God to continue to bless each of
you daily.
Sister Helene
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Join us every
Thursday at 6:00
pm in CHURCH as
we pray the Rosary. All are invited.

Deaconate Ordination - Joe Menkhaus Jr.
We are happy to announce that Joe Menkhaus will be
ordained as a Transitional Deacon (the next step is
priesthood) on Saturday, April 17th at 10:00am. This
celebration will be taking place at the Cathedral of
St. John the Evangelist.

Divine Mercy Sunday
Sixteen years ago, on a Saturday evening in
April, 2005 we were experiencing the last day of life of
Pope John Paul II. This wonderful Pope, who had been
watching over the Church for almost 27 years, was dying. The whole world had been watching the events of
his last days unfolding before their eyes. Many were
glued to their television sets awaiting “the end”. That
evening was the vigil for Divine Mercy Sunday, a Feast
day that Pope John had ignaugurated a few years earlier.
He had a special devotion to St. Faustina Kowalska to
whom Jesus had appeared and had asked that this devotion be spread to the entire world. About 11:00 pm, our
time, word came: Pope John Paul II had died.
That evening in 2005, I was still the pastor of St.
Jerome Church in Cleveland, Ohio. I then made a resolution that we would make this devotion a reality in the
Church to which I was a Pastor. This resolution eventually was established, but not at St. Jerome Church. In July
of that year I was made pastor of St. Monica
Church, and it was here that I fulfilled my resolution the
following year. To make this promise even more inspiring, one of the first requests I received at St. Monica
Church from our parishioners was to establish the Divine
Mercy Devotion. I knew at that time that this was truly
the will of God. This weekend we will once again pray
the Divine Mercy Holy Hour in our Church. I am so happy
with the response of our community to honor Jesus with
this devotion. Many thanks to those who help organize
this yearly event, and also those who organize our
monthly Holy Hours on the second Sunday of each
month at 2:30 pm. Divine Mercy Sunday is a special gift
from Jesus.
Jesus I trust in You,
Fr. Thomas Haren

Because of Covid restrictions, only a limited number
of people will be invited to attend in person. However, the event will be livestreamed:
https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/events/2021/04/17/
ordination-of-transitional-deacons

This link will also appear on our parish website.
May God bless Joe as he journeys toward priesthood!

Religion Question of the Week
Who is the canonized Saint that Jesus appeared to regarding the Devotion to Divine Mercy?
(Answer on page 4)
Did You Know?
Did you know that forty years ago there were 18,350 registered parishioners at St. Monica Church?
One Liner
“Jesus I trust in You”. (Divine Mercy Prayer)

Mass Coordinators, Lectors and
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
If you have returned to Church, please
consider helping out by calling the Parish
Office so we can add you to the schedule.
Thank you for your help.
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Stewardship Offertory Collections
March 28, 2021

MONDAY, April 12

4:15 p.m. Walking Group
7:00 p.m. Finance Council Mtg (F)

TUESDAY, April 13

4:15 p.m. Walking Group

WEDNESDAY, April 14
5:00 p.m. G.A. (+)

THURSDAY, April 15
4:15 p.m. Walking Group
6:00 p.m. Rosary (+)
FRIDAY, April 16
SATURDAY, April 17
4:00 p.m. Mass (+)

SUNDAY, April 18

Regular Offertory…………………………..$ 6,559.00
St. Monica Fund………………………….$ 682.00
Misc. specials…………………..………….$ 1,571.00
March We Share
Sunday regular offertory……………….$7,268.50
St. Monica Fund…………………………..$ 781.00
Due to early bulletin deadline the Easter
collection will be published at a later
date.
Please continue to mail in your donations,
donate online or drop off at the office. You can also
drop your donation in the baskets in church.
Thank you for your continued support.

9:00 a.m. Mass (+)
10:45 a.m. Mass (+)

CALENDAR FUNDRAISER
Our April Calendar Fundraiser has started! Hurry and buy
the calendar to win one of our great
daily prizes! Every calendar sale
goes to help out Fr. Haren keep our
great parish up and running! Each calendar cost
$25.00 and you will get a chance every day to win a
prize worth at least $50.00 with some days being
more! Once your name gets picked it will go BACK
INTO the drawing for additional chances for you to
win! So hurry and buy your calendar to increase
your chances of winning!
All prizes can be picked up in the parish office during
normal business hours.
Blessings!

$1,000 Holy Name Monthly
Raffle Winners-March 28
$500.00 #258 Tom Leone
Seller: Frank Leone
Captain: Jim Joyce
$500.00 #1128 Jerry Chapple
Seller: Jerry Chapple
Captain: Will Skladany

Angie

Daily Winners:
April 1 Jim Fracasso - $50.00 Giant Eagle Gift Card

1452 tickets were sold
Answer to This Week’s Religion Question

Who was the canonized Saint that Jesus appeared to regarding the Divine Mercy Devotion?
Answer:
St. Maria Faustina Kowalska.
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Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus
Wednesday Night Dinners: April 14

Are you registered at St. Monica’s?
Our Church is open to any person who wants to worship
God. All are welcome. There is another aspect of attending a
Church that is also important. We need to “belong to a Church”.
St Monica’s is not just a building, it is a community of people. We
come from many walks of life; but we share one common interest—we want to worship Jesus Christ and live by His teachings.
It is vital that we make a commitment to do this together as a
family. We do this when we register in the parish. If you are not
registered and would like to become a parishioner, please contact the parish office, 216-662-8685. Registration forms are also
available on our website: www.saintmonicachurch.net.
As parish Priests, we make a commitment to serve the
needs of our parishioners, but we need to know who they are. If
you are attending here on a regular basis, and have not registered, please know that you are welcome to become a parishioner of St. Monica Church. You will be a wonderful addition to our
parish family.
Fr. Thomas Haren

Reservations by Sunday, April 11… 8PM

Prepared by Lori’s Custom Catering --phone 216-662-2277 --- MAILBOX #3




Dinner Consists of:
Chili, Baked Potato, w/all the fixins - Side salad
Adults: $10.00 Children under 12 $8.00
EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED - PRE-ORDER ONLY TAKEOUT-Curbside Pickup– Ready to heat NO BAKERY-SERVING TIME 4-6 PM
Pickup at 10806 Granger Road—CLUB 4130

Please leave your complete name, phone number and
number of dinners you will be picking up. We will need
your phone number in case we need to contact you due
to an unfortunate situation that we may need to cancel
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Please no changes day
of. Thank you for your continued patronage. If someone
else is picking up - leave their name also.

Monday, April 12 – 7:00pm
VIA Zoom – Bishop Roger Gries,
Bishop Emeritus of Cleveland
Topic: Understanding Religious Orders
Benedictine, Carmelites, Dominicans,
Jesuits, Franciscans… and this barely skims the surface of the religious orders. We’ve heard the names,
but if someone asked you to explain who they are or
what the difference is, could you answer? Well, we’ve
asked Bishop Gries to help us unravel what the religious orders are and why there are so many different
orders. Join us for this enlightening evening with
Bishop Gries. We can’t wait to see you there! Limited
to 90 Computer Audience; Register in advance
www.theologyontherocks.wixsite.com/west

CCA Grief Support April 18th “In-Office” at 3:00pm (RSVP required) and “Virtual” at 5:00pm:

Catholic Cemeteries Association continues with our free monthly grief support groups on April 18 th in two formats:
In-Office(3pm) and Virtually(5pm). Meetings are open discussion format, surrounding a monthly topic or whatever is on
your heart. They do not build off each other so you can stop in any month and fit right in. If you are not yet able to talk
about your grief, come and listen and be in the presence of those who understand. The April topics are “Mother’s Day
Grief” and “Renewed Hope in the Midst of Grief”. We offer a comfortable, private, and safe environment where you are
free to explore your grief. Our Grief Support Groups meet the 3rd Sunday of every month.
In-Office 3-4pm at six locations with limited seating for social distancing. Meeting sites are sanitized and seating is arranged so everyone is at a safe distance. An RSVP is required to attend so we can plan appropriate social distancing. We require all in attendance to wear protective facial coverings. To RSVP or for questions, please contact Rhonda
at rabrams@clecem.org or 216-930-4866.
“A Closer Walk With Thee” – CCA Monthly Grief Support E-Newsletter:
Subscribe to the Catholic Cemeteries Association’s monthly grief support e-newsletter, “A Closer Walk with Thee”. This
e-newsletter is emailed the first Tuesday of each month to any family/individual who has expressed an interest in our
bereavement programs. To subscribe to this valued grief support resource, visit https://www.clecem.org/Information/
Bereavement.aspx and click the tan signup box on the right side, contact Rhonda rabrams@clecem.org or at 216-9304866. You can also click this link and go directly to the signup https://bit.ly/ccabereavementbulletin.
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