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St. Monica
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Catholic Church

13623 Rockside Road
Garfield Heights, Ohio
Parish Office:
(216) 662-8685
Fax: (216) 662-1245

website: saintmonicachurch.net

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380
Early Learning Center
(216) 475-3633
OCFCU (216) 663-6800

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00 am—
Noon on Wed. & Fri. We
request anyone who comes
to the parish office to please
wear a mask. Thank you.
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net by
NOON on Friday

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a
Christlike family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the
spiritual, educational and social needs of the community.

PARISH CLERGY

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for
parents. Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Jerome Lukachinsky,
Retired, in Residence
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Kathy Piggford,
Pastoral Council Chairman
Kathy Wendling,
Finance Council Chairman

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking
full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
and Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish
Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are
available on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest
can be arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School
Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like
to receive communion, call the Parish Office.
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Pastoral Scene

LITURGY
SCHEDULE

Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.

Prayer with God

Sunday, April 18

Third Sunday of Easter

9:00 George Stepanik
10:45 Rose Musarro
Monday, April 19
Easter Weekday
8:00 Albina Godec

Tuesday, April 20
Easter Weekday

8:00 Living & deceased members of Bob and Bea
Sabatka Family
Wednesday, April 21
Easter Weekday

8:00 Fr. Lukachinsky and family
Thursday, April 22
Easter Weekday

8:00 Mary Ann Hejl
Friday, April 23
Easter Weekday

8:00 Joann Kadlec
Saturday, April 24
Easter Weekday
3:15 Confessions

4:00 Mary J. Schrembeck
Sunday, April 25

Fourth Sunday of Easter

9:00 People of the Parish
10:45 The Glasko Family
Please keep in your prayers the following members of
our Parish Community:
Concetta Rimmel, Louis Kapolka, Joyce Peck,
Dick Fabian, Frank Restifo, Lisa Bielawski,
Thomas Obojski, Sylvester Danko, PhilphMichael Lockhart, Larry Piechowiak, Concetta
Rimmel, Michael Wyrzykowski, Carol & Gerald
DeLooze, Vivian Budd, Baby Harrison Justin, and
Joanne Reddinger. The names will remain in the
bulletin for two weeks. Please call the parish office if your name
or a loved one’s name needs to be added to the list. If you have a
special intention you would like remembered in prayer, please
call Lillian Neptune (216) 662-5464.

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to the
family and friends of : John Edward Lucas who was
recently buried. May he and all our faithful departed, rest
in peace.

For most of us, the dynamic between prayer and action is imperfect. Breakfast needs to be made and
the kids dressed. Work demands our energy and additional responsibilities fill our evenings and weekends. Then there’s the football game or a new TV
series to stream. After all, we don’t we need to
relax?
We’re all busy. Just imagine Jesus’ when he heals Peter’s mother-in-law, drives out demons, and cures
diseases late into the night. With very little sleep, he
arises before dawn to capture some peace and quiet,
only to find “those who were with him pursued him.”
How often do we feel pursued by the harried commitments, even when we try to seek rest? Perhaps
we can learn something from the response of Jesus.
Jesus models two key things: the essential nature of
prayer and the essential call of vocation. “He went
off to a deserted place, where he prayed.” Despite
inevitable exhaustion, Jesus prioritizes time with the
Father. We might not have easy access to deserts
and mountaintops, but we’re challenged to take intentional time to be with God. We can designate a
“prayer chair” in a corner of our home or leave a little
earlier to pick our children up from school so we can
snatch time in a nearby chapel. We can pray the rosary on our commute or take the dog for a long walk
in silence.
However, when the Apostles arrive, Jesus doesn’t linger overlong in the deserted place or make an excuse
for why he can’t return with his friends. Jesus is true
to his calling. He continues on in his state of life,
serving the people nearest to him. Like Jesus, we are
invited to set intentional time for communion with
God so that we can be refreshed and empowered for
our communion with others.
Deacon Stan
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Join us every
Thursday at 6:00
pm in CHURCH as
we pray the Rosary. All are invited.

I

Angela Dottore & Richard Smith

Deaconate Ordination Joe Menkhaus Jr.
We are happy to announce that Joe
Menkhaus will be ordained as a Transitional
Deacon (the next step is priesthood) on Saturday, April 17th at 10:00am. This celebration
will take place at the Cathedral of St. John the
Evangelist.

What Makes the Catholic Church Different From
Other Christian Churches?
In America there are over 3,000 different Christian
Churches who believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God,
that He died upon the cross for our salvation, and that
He rose from the dead on Easter Sunday. So what makes
the Catholic Church different from other Christian
Churches? One of the major differences is the way that
Catholics view the Sacraments.

May God bless Joe as he continues to
journey toward priesthood!

Catholics believe that Jesus Christ instituted seven Sacraments. In each Sacrament, Jesus touches the recipient in
a special way. Also, in each Sacrament, Sanctifying Grace
plays an important role in the spiritual life of the recipient. What marks these Sacraments is the visible sign that
Jesus uses to communicate His love to us. For example,
in the Eucharist, the visible sign of bread and wine is
consecrated to become the Body and Blood of Jesus. All
seven Sacraments have their own individual signs to
show us that Jesus is encountering us in His love at that
moment.

Religion Question of the Week
What name does St. Paul have in common with the first
King of Israel? (Answer on page 4)
Did You Know?
Did you know that Mr. Thomas Mathews was the first
“layperson” to be named the Principal of St. Monica
School in 1980?
One Liner
“He said to them: Go into the whole world and proclaim
the Gospel to every creature”. (Mark 16/15)

The Sacrament of Baptism is common to all Christian
Churches. With the reception of this Sacrament we all
become members of the Body of Christ. Some of the
other Christian Churches have “sacraments” other than
Baptism, but their belief about the sign, and what the
sacrament encompasses, is not always the same as what
we believe as Catholics.
As the Christian Churches move together to become the
One Church that Jesus founded, much work needs to be
done in the understanding of the role that Sacraments
play in the life of a Christian. Hopefully, someday this will
become a reality.

Mass Coordinators, Lectors and
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
If you have returned to Church, please
consider helping out by calling the Parish
Office so we can add you to the schedule.
Thank you for your help.

Fr. Thomas Haren
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Stewardship Offertory Collections
April 4, 2021

MONDAY, April 19

4:15 p.m. Walking Group

TUESDAY, April 20

4:15 p.m. Walking Group

WEDNESDAY, April 21
5:00 p.m. G.A. (+)

THURSDAY, April 22
4:15 p.m. Walking Group
6:00 p.m. Rosary (+)
FRIDAY, April 23
SATURDAY, April 24
7:30 a.m. Men of the Vine (ocu1&2)
2:00 p.m. Baptist Bible Study (p)
4:00 p.m. Mass (+)

SUNDAY, April 25
9:00 a.m. Mass (+)
10:45 a.m. Mass (+)

CALENDAR FUNDRAISER
Our April Calendar Fundraiser
has started! Once your name gets
picked it will go BACK INTO the
drawing for additional chances for
you to win!

Regular Offertory…………………………..$ 3,989.00
St. Monica Fund…………………………..$ 552.00
Misc. specials…………………..…………..$ 409.00
Good Friday/Holy Land………………..$ 1,269.00
Easter collection……...…….……………….$11,289.00
St. Monica Fund…………………………...$ 781.00
April 11, 2021
Regular Offertory…………………………..$ 5,229.00
St. Monica Fund…………………………..$ 891.00
Misc. envelopes……………….…………..$ 531.00
Additional Easter……………………………$ 3,225.00
Next week, we will take up the Catholic Home
Missions Appeal. Today, over 40% of dioceses in the
United States and its territories are unable to fund the
essential pastoral work their communities need. Your
support helps them meet these faith formation and
sacramental needs. Please prayerfully consider how
you can support this appeal.
Please continue to mail in your donations,
donate online or drop off at the office. You can also
drop your donation in the baskets in church.
Thank you for your continued support.

All prizes can be picked up in the
parish office during normal business hours.
Congratulations to the latest winners!
Daily Winners:
April 2 Jackie/Jim Chadowski - Taco Bell & Wendy’s
April 3 John/Patricia Chesney - Amazon
April 4 Paul Rich - Marc’s
April 5 Jim Rini - Cash
April 6 Tammy Kochis - Bob Evans & Subway

April 7 Barb Vaughn - Burger King/Rusty Bucket/
Steak & Shake
April 8 John Savarda - Marc’s
April 9 Dorothy Gall - Peter’s Market
April 10 Marianne Toma - Giant Eagle

Answer to This Week’s Religion Question

April 11Lisa Oleksy - Walmart/Sam’s Club

What name does St. Paul have in common with the first
King of Israel?

April 12 Delores Shaffer - Walgreens

Answer:
Saul.

Winners will continue in next week’s bulletin!
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Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus
Wednesday Night Dinners: April 14

Double Your Donation to Feed
Hungry Families:
SVDP Race for Hunger
Relief Matching Gift
Campaign

Reservations by Sunday, April 25… 8PM

Prepared by Lori’s Custom Catering --phone 216-662-2277 --- MAILBOX #2

This past year during the pandemic, St. Vincent de Paul
Society hunger centers
served 9,260 NEW people who found themselves in need of emergency food for the very
first time (this is in addition to the other 120,000
people that SVDP normally serves). Please help
by donating to this matching gift campaign
today. Not only will your contribution be doubled, but every dollar of your gift will feed up
to four people. Donate at svdpcle.org or send a
check to: SVDP Race for Hunger Relief, 1404 E.
9th Street-3rd Floor, Cleveland, OH 44114.




Dinner Consists of:
Meatloaf- Mashed potatoesVegetables- Side Salad
Adults: $10.00 Children under 12 $8.00
EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED - PRE-ORDER ONLY TAKEOUT-Curbside Pickup– Ready to heat NO BAKERY-SERVING TIME 4-6 PM
Pickup at 10806 Granger Road—CLUB 4130

Please leave your complete name, phone number and
number of dinners you will be picking up. We need your
phone number in case we need to contact you. Please no
changes day of. Thank you for your continued patronage. If someone else is picking up - leave their name also.

ATTENTION PARISHIONERS:
We Need Your Help!
We are asking all of our parishioners to participate in a survey regarding the strengths and needs of our parish. This
survey has several purposes. It will...
- Allow our parishioners to reflect upon their spiritual growth and discipleship;
- Identify the ways in which the parish effectively supports that growth and look at opportunities to support that
growth more in the future;
- Provide valuable input to help pastors and parish leaders make decisions and plan effectively;
- Help pastors and parish leaders have a sense of where to focus their evangelization efforts.

The deadline for completion is Monday, April 19. The survey should take you between 10-15 minutes to
complete. Please note that your responses are kept confidential. Your parish and Catholic Leadership Institute will not
have access to individual survey responses.

A link to the survey site can be found on our parish website http://saintmonicachurch.net and click on the Parish Survey
Link. Those who do not have access to a computer can pick up a paper copy of the survey at the parish office. Thank
you again for your participation in this important initiative!
Fr. Thomas Haren

“A Closer Walk With Thee” – CCA Monthly Grief Support E-Newsletter:
Subscribe to the Catholic Cemeteries Association’s monthly grief support e-newsletter, “A Closer Walk with
Thee”. This e-newsletter is emailed the first Tuesday of each month to any family/individual who has expressed an interest in our bereavement programs. To subscribe to this valued grief support resource, visit
https://www.clecem.org/Information/Bereavement.aspx and click the tan signup box on the right side, contact
Rhonda rabrams@clecem.org or at 216-930-4866. You can also click this link and go directly to the signup
https://bit.ly/ccabereavementbulletin.
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