Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 25, 2021

St. Monica

April 25, 2021

Catholic Church

13623 Rockside Road
Garfield Heights, Ohio
Parish Office:
(216) 662-8685
Fax: (216) 662-1245

website: saintmonicachurch.net

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380
Early Learning Center
(216) 475-3633
OCFCU (216) 663-6800

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00 am—
Noon on Wed. & Fri. We
request anyone who comes
to the parish office to please
wear a mask. Thank you.
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net by
NOON on Friday

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a
Christlike family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the
spiritual, educational and social needs of the community.

PARISH CLERGY

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for
parents. Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Jerome Lukachinsky,
Retired, in Residence
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Kathy Piggford,
Pastoral Council Chairman
Kathy Wendling,
Finance Council Chairman

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking
full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
and Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish
Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are
available on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest
can be arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School
Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like
to receive communion, call the Parish Office.
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Pastoral Scene

LITURGY
SCHEDULE

Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.
Sunday, April 25

Fourth Sunday of Easter

9:00 People of the Parish
10:45 The Glasko Family
Monday, April 26
Easter Weekday
8:00 Ann Spirka

Tuesday, April 27
Easter Weekday

8:00 Harry & Harriet Ramey verify spelling of Harriet
Wednesday, April 28
Easter Weekday

8:00 John D. Keshock,PhD
Thursday, April 29

Saint Catherine of Siena, Virgin and Doctor of the Church

8:00 Robert Govang
Friday, April 30
Easter Weekday

8:00 David Grzybowski
Saturday, May 1
Easter Weekday
3:15 Confessions

4:00 Charles Snyderburn
Sunday, May 2

Fifth Sunday of Easter

9:00 Living & deceased members of Judy Rose Family
10:45 People of the Parish
2:30 Divine Mercy
Please keep in your prayers the following members of
our Parish Community:
Toni Oden, Joan Kaczmarczyk, Bob, Aubrey
Rose, Concetta Rimmel, Louis Kapolka, Joyce
Peck, Dick Fabian, Frank Restifo, Lisa Bielawski,
Thomas Obojski, Sylvester Danko, PhilphMichael Lockhart, Larry Piechowiak, Concetta
Rimmel, Michael Wyrzykowski, Carol & Gerald
DeLooze, Vivian Budd, Baby Harrison Justin, and Joanne
Reddinger. The names will remain in the bulletin for two
weeks. Please call the parish office if your name or a loved one’s
name needs to be added to the list. If you have a special intention you would like remembered in prayer, please call Lillian
Neptune (216) 662-5464.

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to the
family and friends of : Phyllis Tilden and Florence
Sadowski who were buried this past week. May they and
all our faithful departed, rest in peace.

Reflections on the Blessed Virgin Mary
The month of May will be soon upon us, and with
that, our minds turn our Blessed Mother, to whom
the month is dedicated. By all accounts, Mary was a
simple teenage peasant girl who lived in a relatively
obscure part of the Middle East over 2000 years ago.
I find it incredible (in a good way) that such a person
could so profoundly impact the lives of us who live in
the modern world.
I recently viewed a movie entitled Mary of Nazareth.
Although I've seen it a number of times, I always
come away from it with inspiring thoughts. This work
encompasses the life of our Lord from the prospective
of his Mother. While we tend to think about Mary and
Jesus in terms of the biblical presentation, many
times we don’t think about the struggles and challenges that Mary faced in her life. By accepting God’s will,
she accepted all of the hardships as well as the joy of
being the Mother of Jesus.
I find it fascinating to consider Mary as Jesus’ mom
(a human perspective). In a time and place where
women were considered to be property – merely second class citizens at best, Mary nurtured and raised
her Son. Her homeland was under foreign occupation,
so expressing any religious belief was a dangerous
affair. She worried about him when he came up missing in the caravan until she and Joseph found him in
the temple. She was directive of him (as only a mom
can be) as illustrated by the Wedding Feast at Cana.
She was fiercely loyal as she remained at the foot of
the cross – risking personal peril with only a few others.
Mary’s life was far from easy – and witnessing the
rejection, pain, suffering and execution of her Son
must have been heartbreaking at the very least. Yet
she endured by having faith. There are a number of
lessons to be taken from all of this – lessons about
faithfulness, lessons about enduring hardships, lessons about patience, and lessons about unconditional
love.
If you haven’t done so recently, it might be a good
idea to pick up a rosary once in a while and ponder
the Joyful, Sorrowful, Glorious or Luminous Mysteries as you pray. If you’re pressed for time, mindfully
recite the Magnificat (My soul magnifies the Lord…),
the Salve Regina (Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy…) or the Memorare (Remember, most loving Virgin Mary…). Each of these prayers are loaded with
great examples and insights as to the profound love
that Mary had for her Son, and the example she sets
for us to follow.
- Bob Soeder
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Join us every
Thursday at 6:00
pm in CHURCH as
we pray the Rosary. All are invited.

Angela Dottore & Richard Smith

The World Needs Jesus Christ
The world in which we are now living seems to have
been turned upside down. The values for which we have
lived our lives for the past century are being challenged by
those who are presently running society today. The government, the media, the entertainment industry, and the
high-tech industry are all setting standards that are completely foreign to what we learned as children. We are told
that we are not to mention God, in our conversations,
(except when we want to curse). We are not allowed to
follow the Ten Commandments because they might offend
someone. We are not allowed to disagree with the establishment, because only they know what is the real truth.
Finally, we must cancel all of history that took place before
the twenty-first century. Who would have ever thought that
we would be living in this situation today? But there is an
answer.

Congratulations to our newest
Baptized Catholics:

Fabianna Ordoñez
May God continue to bless them and their families.
What Makes the Catholic Church Different From
Other Christian Churches?
In America there are over 3,000 different Christian
Churches who believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God,
that He died upon the cross for our salvation, and that
He rose from the dead on Easter Sunday. So what makes
the Catholic Church different from other Christian
Churches? One of the major differences is the way that
Catholics view the Sacraments.

Jesus Christ came into a world just as “mixed up” as
this when He came over two thousand years ago. Instead
of secularists running the society, it was pagans who did
so. When He came, the values that most people lived their
lives by were just as immoral. He did not let this distract
Him from His mission. He started with a small group of
Apostles. He taught them how to live their lives by putting
the love of God and the love of neighbor in the forefront.
He founded the Catholic Church, and He commissioned
the Apostles to hand His teaching on to the entire world.
What happened was incredible. The world became a better
place to live.

Catholics believe that Jesus Christ instituted seven Sacraments. In each Sacrament, Jesus touches the recipient in
a special way. Also, in each Sacrament, Sanctifying Grace
plays an important role in the spiritual life of the recipient. What marks these Sacraments is the visible sign that
Jesus uses to communicate His love to us. For example,
in the Eucharist, the visible sign of bread and wine is
consecrated to become the Body and Blood of Jesus. All
seven Sacraments have their own individual signs to
show us that Jesus is encountering us in His love at that
moment.
The Sacrament of Baptism is common to all Christian
Churches. With the reception of this Sacrament we all
become members of the Body of Christ. Some of the
other Christian Churches have “sacraments” other than
Baptism, but their belief about the sign, and what the
sacrament encompasses, is not always the same as what
we believe as Catholics.
As the Christian Churches move together to become the
One Church that Jesus founded, much work needs to be
done in the understanding of the role that Sacraments
play in the life of a Christian. Hopefully, someday this will
become a reality.
Fr. Thomas Haren

You, as members of St. Monica Church, have the
same task today, as did the original Apostles. The world
needs to know that there is another way to live than by the
standards we are being taught by our culture. You need to
let the world know that you believe in Jesus Christ by your
words, and by your actions. The world needs Jesus Christ,
and that is your mission as parishioners . Don’t ever be
afraid to take a stand for Jesus Christ.
Fr.Haren

Religion Question of the Week
How far did the Blessed Virgin Mary travel to visit Elizabeth to help with the birth of John the Baptist?
(Answer on page 5)
Did You Know?
Did you know that the pews in our Church were made
from Oak trees?
One Liner
“If people wants their dreams to come true, they must
wake up”.
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The Equality Act – HR 1 – Very Bad Idea
Recently the U.S. House of Representatives passed the “so called” Equality Act. It promotes
the exact opposite of its title - Equality for all American citizens. This Bill, which will soon
come before the U.S. Senate, promotes gender rights that are opposed to the Natural Law of
God. If it becomes the law of our nation, it would lead to unjust discrimination against
persons of all Christian beliefs, it could close most Catholic Institutions, and it could lead to
the destruction of the most basic Morals of our civil society.
Cardinal Timothy Dolan, in his article published in “Our Sunday Visitor”, (p.6) encouraged
all Catholics to strongly oppose the “Equality Act”. This legislation, which has been proposed
by the U.S. House of Representatives, “forces a highly contested understanding of human
nature on all people and it goes out of its way to target people of faith”. The law radically
challenges the understanding of marriage according to the definition that God has given in
the Book of Genesis – between a man and a woman. It portrays marriage based on a strong
affection between any two people. It also portrays that a person’s “gender” does not have to
be tethered to his/her biological sex. “While Catholics must accompany all individuals, we
cannot accept an ideology of gender which, as Pope Francis says, ‘denies the difference and
reciprocity in nature of a man and a woman and envisages a society without sexual differences, thereby eliminating the anthropological basis of the family’. This law would have a
great effect on destroying our view of family relationships. Also, this legislation would cause
serious problems of conscience for those who are told they must obey it.
The Catholic Church teaches: “Religious freedom means that all people are to be immune
from coercion on the part of individuals or of social groups and of any human power, in such
ways that no one is to be forced to act in a manner contrary to their own beliefs, ……within
due limits”. The Equality Act has declared war on Religious Freedom in the name of gender
identity. In 1993 Congress passed the Religious Freedom Restoration Act which guaranteed
Religious Freedom in America. The Equality Act, with its provisions, destroys the intent of
this law, especially when it comes to persons who do not want to live under the constraints
of a secular morality based on transgender politics.
Some examples that could occur if this Equality Act becomes the law of the land include
forcing Catholic women shelters to house men who claim to be women; Church owned buildings to be open for same sex marriages; Catholic doctors being forced to perform abortions;
Catholic Schools being forced to teach moral values contrary to our Faith.

As Catholics, we believe that all persons are created by God in His image and likeness. We
have the obligation to treat every individual with respect, dignity, and compassion. We
should be willing to stand against all forms of discrimination. But the Equality Act goes well
beyond these norms of morality. It promotes religious intolerance when it comes to people
who want to practice their own Christian beliefs. The Equality Act – HR 1 – is a very bad
idea. Please do all you can to oppose it.
Fr. Thomas Haren
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Stewardship Offertory Collections
April 18, 2021

MONDAY, April 26

4:15 p.m. Walking Group
7:00 p.m. HNS Board Mtg. (F)

Regular Offertory…………………………..$ 5,411.00
St. Monica Fund…………………………..$ 665.00
Misc. specials…………………..…………..$ 545.00

TUESDAY, April 27

4:15 p.m. Walking Group
7:00 p.m. Ward 7 Block Watch (p)

WEDNESDAY, April 28
5:00 p.m. G.A. (+)

THURSDAY, April 29
4:15 p.m. Walking Group
6:00 p.m. Rosary (+)
6:00 p.m. D.H.N. Mtg. (p)
FRIDAY, April 30
8:00 a.m. Set up Sandwich Saturday (J)
SATURDAY, May 1
9:00 a.m. Sandwich Saturday (J)
2:00 p.m. Baptist Bible Study (p)

Support the Catholic Home Missions Appeal
today! Forty percent of dioceses in the United States
and its territories are considered mission territory
because they are unable to fund essential pastoral
activities needed in their communities. Your support
funds religious education, seminary formation, lay
ministry training, and other programs that build
vibrant faith communities here in the United States.
Please be generous.
Please continue to mail in your donations,
donate online or drop off at the office. You can also
drop your donation in the baskets in church.
Thank you for your continued support.

4:00 p.m. Mass (+)

SUNDAY, May 2

9:00 a.m. Mass (+)
10:45 a.m. Mass (+)

Mass Coordinators, Lectors and
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
If you have returned to Church,
please consider helping out by calling the
Parish Office so we can add you to the
schedule. Thank you for your help.
Ward 7 BLOCK WATCH MEETING
The Garfield Heights Ward 7
Block Watch will meet TUESDAY, April 27th at 7:00 PM at
St. Monica’s outdoor pavilion
(weather permitting). Our guest
speaker will be Mayor Matt
Burke. Face coverings and social distancing will
be required. All are welcome.
Please note that our meetings will now take
place on the last Tuesday of each month - no
longer on Thursdays. For more information call
Gail, 216-662-9213.

Answer to This Week’s Religion Question

How far did the Blessed Virgin Mary have to travel to visit
Elizabeth in order to assist with the birth of John the
Baptist?
Answer:
She traveled about 90 miles.

There will be a Divine Mercy
Holy Hour Sunday, May 2
at 2:30 pm in Saint Monica
Church. Please wear a mask.
All are welcome!
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Double Your Donation to Feed
Hungry Families:
SVDP Race for Hunger
Relief Matching Gift
Campaign
This past year during the pandemic, St.
Vincent de Paul Society hunger centers served 9,260 NEW people who
found themselves in need of emergency food for the very
first time (this is in addition to the other 120,000 people
that SVDP normally serves). Please help by donating to
this matching gift campaign
today. Not only will your
contribution be doubled, but every dollar of your gift
will feed up to four people. Donate at svdpcle.org or
send a check to: SVDP Race for Hunger Relief, 1404 E.
9th Street-3rd Floor, Cleveland, OH 44114.

CALENDAR FUNDRAISER
Our April Calendar Fundraiser
has started! Once your name gets
picked it will go BACK INTO the
drawing for additional
chances for you to win!
All prizes can be picked up in the parish office
during normal business hours.
Congratulations to the latest winners!
Daily Winners:
April 13 Jim Rini - $100 Finn Tire Co.
April 14 Frank & Lisa Domzalski - $50 Giant Eagle
April 15 Lucille Piechowski- Red Robin/Dunkin’
Donut
April 16 Gerald Sobona - 7 Hills Cosmic Bowling
Party for10; Pizza ($160)
April 17 Dave Petras - $50 Marc’s
April 18 Steve Pekarcik - $50 Cash

April 25, 2021

Memorial Bricks

The Holy Name Society will be placing a
memorial brick order at the beginning of
July. Bricks are available for $50.00.
If you are interested in buying a brick, please fill out
the order form and return it to the parish office or
drop it in the Sunday collection basket.

Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus
Wednesday Night Dinners: April 14

Reservations by Sunday, April 25… 8PM
Prepared by Lori’s Custom Catering --phone 216-662-2277 --- MAILBOX #2
Dinner Consists of:
Meatloaf- Mashed potatoesVegetables- Side Salad
Adults: $10.00 Children under 12 $8.00



Please leave your complete name, phone number and
number of dinners you will be picking up. We need your
phone number in case we need to contact you. Please no
changes day of. Thank you for your continued patronage. If someone else is picking up - leave their name also.

BIRDIES FOR BABIES
You are invited to golf for a cause at
Zelie’s Home Inaugural Birdies for Babies Golf Scramble on Sunday, June
13th at Shale Creek Golf Club in Medina, Ohio. All proceeds support our
home in Garfield Heights serving pregnant and parenting women and their children. You can be a part of
changing lives two at a time! $150 per golfer / $600
per foursome. Fees include 18 Holes, Cart, Lunch, All
-American Cookout Dinner, Beverages and Raffle opportunities. For more information, visit our website at
www.zelieshome.org/events/birdiesforbabies or contact Erin Hathaway at executivedirector@zelieshome.org.

HOLY CROSS CEMETERY –
Pre-Planning Seminar

April 19 Janice Gordon - $65 Panera
Winners will continue in next week’s bulletin!

EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED - PRE-ORDER ONLY TAKEOUT-Curbside Pickup– Ready to heat NO BAKERY-SERVING TIME 4-6 PM
Pickup at 10806 Granger Road—CLUB 4130

The Catholic Cemeteries Association invites you to attend a
1-hour pre-planning seminar on Saturday, May 8, 2021, at
1 p.m. Please join us to learn more about your Catholic burial options, including options for cremated remains. Attendees will receive a personal reference guide and savings certificate. We kindly ask that you RSVP to this event
to prepare for proper social distancing. Attendees are required to wear a facial covering throughout the seminar.

The Garfield Heights Knights of
Columbus will be conducting their
annual Measure Up Campaign at
St Monica church on May 1st
and May 2nd. All money collected will be
donated to assist mentally challenged
HOLY CROSS Cemetery – 14609 Brookpark Rd., Brook
Park RSVP 216/641-7575 ext. 3
people in northeast Ohio.
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