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13623 Rockside Road
Garfield Heights, Ohio
Parish Office:
(216) 662-8685
Fax: (216) 662-1245

website: saintmonicachurch.net

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380
Early Learning Center
(216) 475-3633
OCFCU (216) 663-6800

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00 am—
Noon on Wed. & Fri. We
request anyone who comes
to the parish office to please
wear a mask. Thank you.
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net by
NOON on Friday

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a
Christlike family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the
spiritual, educational and social needs of the community.

PARISH CLERGY

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for
parents. Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Jerome Lukachinsky,
Retired, in Residence
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Kathy Piggford,
Pastoral Council Chairman
Kathy Wendling,
Finance Council Chairman

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking
full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
and Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish
Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are
available on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest
can be arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School
Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like
to receive communion, call the Parish Office.
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Pastoral Scene

LITURGY
SCHEDULE

Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.
Sunday, May 2

Fifth Sunday of Easter

9:00 Living & deceased members of Judy Rose Family
10:45 People of the Parish
Monday, May 3

Saints Philip and James, Apostles
8:00 Charles W. Silk

Tuesday, May 4
Easter Weekday

8:00 Joseph Falacienski
Wednesday, May 5
Easter Weekday

8:00 Robert Govang
Thursday, May 6
Easter Weekday

8:00 Diane Smetana
Friday, May 7

Easter Weekday

8:00 David & Lillian Mosinski
5:00 Wedding: Dottore/Smith
Saturday, May 8
Easter Weekday
3:15 Confessions

4:00 People of the Parish
Sunday, May 9

Sixth Sunday of Easter

9:00 Dominic Festa
10:45 Vivian Taormina & Josephine DeFini
Please keep in your prayers the following members of
our Parish Community:
Patricia Chesney, Allen Yakich, Toni Oden, Joan
Kaczmarczyk, Bob, Aubrey Rose, Concetta Rimmel, Louis Kapolka, Joyce Peck, Dick Fabian,
Frank Restifo, Lisa Bielawski, Thomas Obojski,
Larry Piechowiak, Michael Wyrzykowski, Carol
& Gerald DeLooze, Vivian Budd, Baby Harrison
Justin, and Joanne Reddinger. The names will remain in the
bulletin for two weeks. Please call the parish office if your name
or a loved one’s name needs to be added to the list. If you have a
special intention you would like remembered in prayer, please
call Lillian Neptune (216) 662-5464.

Jesus’s Farewell Victory Tour
When I was asked to provide a summary of the Gospels that
would be read between Easter and Pentecost, I termed the
combined narratives as Jesus’s Farewell Victory Tour. Engaging in a farewell tour before moving to another assignment was
my way of thanking the dear friends I had made during those
years and bringing closure to act of saying “goodbye and God
bless” before saying “Hello! I am Sister Helene” in another
state. It afforded me the ability to move forward with gratitude
and hope! Perhaps that was Jesus’s purpose in the narratives
Luke recorded in his Gospel.
Reading the Resurrection narratives in the Gospel of Luke
provides us with Jesus’s appearances to his closest friends to
assure each he has truly risen and to explain that any stories
they might hear about the tomb being empty was achieved
through the power of God, and not by disciples stealing his
body. Although Mary Magdalene is the first individual Luke
records as seeing the Resurrected Jesus, I am confident that
Mary, his mother saw her son immediately after the resurrection. No Jewish boy would ever cause his mother more heartache. Furthermore, nowhere in Luke’s rich narratives of these
appearances, is Jesus’s mother ever mentioned as being
present. Her absence is notable!
Luke goes into serious detail about the various resurrection
appearances of Jesus to His disciples. The apostles and disciples of Christ (often interchangeable in the Gospel of Luke)
play an important role in the resurrection narratives. The
disciples are the first witnesses to the fact of the risen savior
and saw it their task to share this news with the world. They
not only confirmed the resurrection of Jesus, but also begin to
explain the changes they saw in the resurrected body of Jesus
as they encounter him in various settings.
Jesus seemed to appear and disappear at will because of his
resurrected body. Jesus’s resurrected body was simultaneously similar and different. He was able to eat, allowed Thomas to
touch his wounds, was able to pass through walls, and was lifted into heaven at the ascension. These were not the normal
types of miracles that Jesus had performed before his death
and resurrection. A sense of fear and awe in the understanding of what God had done through Jesus in the resurrection
was part of every appearance. This fear seemed to stem from a
lack of understanding about what had happened to Jesus and
from the general wave of emotions that would have been a part
of this experience – smiling through one’s tears.
Luke shows how those who saw or heard about the risen Jesus
immediately went to share the good news with others. The
people were overjoyed by the news and could not wait to tell
others about Jesus’s resurrection. The followers of Jesus were
credible witnesses of the risen Lord, and allowed the early
church to become united under the banner of the risen Lord.
May we also be credible witnesses to the Resurrection as we
bring our faith and knowledge to those whose lives we touch!

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to the
family and friends of : Rev. William D. Karg and
Dolores Budzinski who were buried this past week. May
they and all our faithful departed, rest in peace .

Sr.Helene
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Join us every
Thursday at 6:00
pm in CHURCH as
we pray the Rosary. All are invited.

Angela Dottore & Richard Smith

Religion Question of the Week
What is the motto o0f the Society of Jesus?
(Answer on page 4)
Did You Know?
Did you know that the founding Pastor of St. Monica
Church, Fr. Hugh H. Gallagher, retired in 1974?
One Liner
“Leave nothing for tomorrow that can be done today”. (Abraham Lincoln)

Congratulations to our newest
Baptized Catholics:
Paul Leo Zgrabik
May God continue to bless them and their families.

Great St. Joseph, Spouse Most Chaste
Great Saint Joseph, spouse most chaste,
Humble state in life, always embraced,
Not poisoned by gossip’s bitter taste,
Strong, noble, blessed, never disgraced.
Warned by angel, no time to waste,
Fled with Son and wife, post haste,
The senseless slaughter, just outraced.
Making a home, wherever displaced.
Trust in God the Father, never erased,
Hard work for family, always graced,
Wise the choices, whenever faced,
Strong, silent model, cannot be replaced,
Great Saint Joseph, spouse most chaste.

BAKELESS BAKE SALE
St. Monica Ladies Guild would like to thank
everyone who recently helped us raise some
much needed funds by contributing to our
yearly Bakeless Bake Sale. We were able to
raise $710.00 with the help of both members
and non-members alike. This is more than
twice the amount we were able to raise last
year.

Greg Rowinski

ORDINATION OF
TRANSITIONAL DEACONS:
Please pray for the men who were or
dained to the Transitional Diaconate
by Bishop Edward C. Malesic on Saturday, April 17th. Pictured Are:
John Jae-hyun Ryu; David Verbsky;
Scott Swiner ton; Joseph Menkhaus,
Jr.; and Ian Kelly. May God bless
them abundantly as they prepare for
their ordination to the priesthood.
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Stewardship Offertory Collections
April 25, 2021

MONDAY, May 3

4:15 p.m. Walking Group
6:00 p.m. HNS Mtg. (p)

Regular Offertory…………………………..$ 6,718.00
St. Monica Fund…………………………..$ 873.00
Misc. specials…………………..…………..$ 265.00
Catholic Home Missions………………..$ 376.00

TUESDAY, May 4

4:15 p.m. Walking Group
6:00 p.m. Guild Board Mtg (p)

6:00 p.m. Flag Football (yard)

Thank you for your support of Catholic Home
Missions Appeal. As a parish, we helped to strengthen the
Church at home and ensure that the Gospel is spread across the
United States.

WEDNESDAY, May 5
9:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Zelie’s Home (p)
RCIA (J)
G.A. (p)
Flag Football (yard)

THURSDAY, May 6
4:15 p.m. Walking Group
6:00 p.m. Rosary (+)
6:00 p.m. Flag Football (yard)
7:00 p.m. Pastoral Council Mtg.
FRIDAY, May 7
SATURDAY, May 8
7:30 a.m. Men of the Vine (ocu1&2)
2:00 p.m. Baptist Bible Study (p)

Mass Coordinators, Lectors
and Extraordinary Ministers
of Holy Communion
If you have any special requests for June,
July and August, please be sure to let the Parish
Office know by Monday, May 10. Thank you.

Retirement on the Horizon
Bob Soeder will be retiring from his position as
Music and Liturgy Director at the end of January
2022. We will begin the search for a new Director
within the next few weeks. Please keep us in your
prayers as we begin to surface and discern candidates for this position.

Please continue to mail in your donations,
donate online or drop off at the office. You can also
drop your donation in the baskets in church.
Thank you for your continued support.
Office of Catechetical Services Collection:
Each year, a special collection is taken up in all parishes to
support the ministries of the Office of Catechetical Services. This Diocesan Secretariat focuses on providing
guidance and support that promotes the evangelizing mission of the Church through the catechetical efforts of all
parishes and Newman Campus ministries in the Diocese.
Ministries that benefit from this collection include: faith
formation for adults, teens and children and family-based
faith formation, as well as the ongoing formation of Parish
Catechetical Leaders and catechists as missionary disciples. Newman Catholic Campus Ministries provides opportunities for students to deepen a relationship with Christ
through prayer and worship, community, faith and Bible
studies, retreats and service. A Contribution to the Office
of Catechetical Services is an investment in the faith formation of all ages in our Diocese. Please consider a donation to this collection next weekend.

There will be a Divine Mercy Holy
Hour Sunday, May 2 at 2:30 pm in
Saint Monica Church. Please wear a
mask. All are welcome!
$1,000 Holy Name Monthly
Raffle Winners-April 25
$500.00 #1615 Debra Zack
Seller: Debra Zack
Captain: Will Skladany
$500.00 #545 Jo Artino
Seller: Ben Welich
Captain: Ben Welich

Answer to This Week’s Religion Question

What is the motto of the Society of Jesus?
Answer:
“A.M.D.G.” – Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam (Latin) – For the
Greater of Glory of God
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Double Your Donation to
Feed Hungry Families:
SVDP Race for Hunger
Relief Matching Gift
Campaign
This past year during the pandemic, St. Vincent de Paul
Society hunger centers served 9,260 NEW people who
found themselves in need of emergency food for the very
first time (this is in addition to the other 120,000 people
that SVDP normally serves). Please help by donating to
this matching gift campaign today. Not only will your contribution be doubled, but every dollar of your gift will
feed up to four people. Donate at svdpcle.org or send a
check to: SVDP Race for Hunger Relief, 1404 E. 9th Street
-3rd Floor, Cleveland, OH 44114.

May 2, 2021
The Garfield Heights Knights of
Columbus will be conducting their
annual Measure Up Campaign at St
Monica church on May 1st and
May 2nd. All money collected will
be donated to assist mentally challenged
people in northeast Ohio.

Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus
Wednesday Night Dinners: May 12



CALENDAR FUNDRAISER
Our April Calendar Fundraiser
has started! Once your name
gets picked it will go BACK INTO
the drawing for additional
chances for you to win!
All prizes can be picked up in the parish office
during normal business hours.
Congratulations to the latest winners!
Daily Winners:
April 20 Sandi Wilson - $50 Cash
April 21 James Marvin - $50 Cotsco
April 22 Joseph Nagle - $50 Peters Market
April 23 Frank Leone - Applebee’s/McDonald’s
April 24 Diane Rafal - $50 Cash
April 25 Dereil Malicki - $50 Giant Eagle
April 26 Tom & Jeri Smith - $50 Giant Eagle



The Holy Name Society will be
placing a memorial brick order at
the beginning of July. Bricks are
available for $50.00.
If you are interested in buying a brick, please fill
out the order form and return it to the parish
office or drop it in the Sunday collection basket.

EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED - PRE-ORDER ONLY TAKEOUT-Curbside Pickup– Ready to heat NO BAKERY-SERVING TIME 4-6 PM
Pickup at 10806 Granger Road—CLUB 4130

Please leave your complete name, phone number and
number of dinners you will be picking up. We need your
phone number in case we need to contact you. Please no
changes day of. Thank you for your continued patronage. If someone else is picking up - leave their name also.

BIRDIES FOR BABIES
You are invited to golf for a cause at
Zelie’s Home Inaugural Birdies for Babies Golf Scramble on Sunday, June
13th at Shale Creek Golf Club in Medina, Ohio. All proceeds support our
home in Garfield Heights serving pregnant and parenting women and their children. You can be a part of
changing lives two at a time! $150 per golfer / $600
per foursome. Fees include 18 Holes, Cart, Lunch, All
-American Cookout Dinner, Beverages and Raffle opportunities. For more information, visit our website at
www.zelieshome.org/events/birdiesforbabies or contact Erin Hathaway at executivedirector@zelieshome.org.

Winners will continue in next week’s bulletin!

Memorial Bricks

Reservations by Sunday, May 9… 8PM
Prepared by Lori’s Custom Catering --phone 216-662-2277 --- MAILBOX #3
Dinner Consists of:
Chicken Paprikash, Dumplings,
Side Salad, Roll & Butter
Adults: $10.00 Children under 12 $8.00

HOLY CROSS CEMETERY –
Pre-Planning Seminar
The Catholic Cemeteries Association invites you to attend a
1-hour pre-planning seminar on Saturday, May 8, 2021, at
1 p.m. Please join us to learn more about your Catholic burial options, including options for cremated remains. Attendees will receive a personal reference guide and savings certificate. We kindly ask that you RSVP to this event
to prepare for proper social distancing. Attendees are required to wear a facial covering throughout the seminar.
HOLY CROSS Cemetery – 14609 Brookpark Rd.,
Brook Park RSVP 216/641-7575 ext. 3
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