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Catholic Church

13623 Rockside Road
Garfield Heights, Ohio
Parish Office:
(216) 662-8685
Fax: (216) 662-1245

website: saintmonicachurch.net

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380
Early Learning Center
(216) 475-3633
OCFCU (216) 663-6800

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00 am—
Noon on Wed. & Fri. We
request anyone who comes
to the parish office to please
wear a mask. Thank you.
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net by
NOON on Friday

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a
Christlike family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the
spiritual, educational and social needs of the community.

PARISH CLERGY

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for
parents. Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Jerome Lukachinsky,
Retired, in Residence
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Kathy Piggford,
Pastoral Council Chairman
Kathy Wendling,
Finance Council Chairman

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking
full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
and Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish
Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are
available on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest
can be arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School
Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like
to receive communion, call the Parish Office.
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Pastoral Scene

LITURGY
SCHEDULE

Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.
Sunday, May 9

Sixth Sunday of Easter

9:00 Dominic Festa
10:45 Vivian Taormina & Josephine DeFini
Monday, May 10

Easter Weekday
8:00 Living & deceased members of Michele Hanzlick Family

Tuesday, May 11
Easter Weekday

8:00 The Basiewicz Family
Wednesday, May 12
Easter Weekday

8:00 All Souls

Thursday, May 13
Easter Weekday

8:00 Monna Maslanka
Friday, May 14

Saint Matthias, Apostle

8:00 Margaret Hantz
Saturday, May 15
Easter Weekday
3:15 Confessions

4:00 Ruth Winter
Sunday, May 16

The Ascension of the Lord

9:00 People of the Parish
10:45 Veronica Chervenak

Please keep in your prayers the following members of
our Parish Community:
Frank Kovach, Sarah Burket, Veronica & Joseph Mayak, Patricia Chesney, Allen Yakich,
Toni Oden, Joan Kaczmarczyk, Bob, Aubrey
Rae, Concetta Rimmel, Louis Kapolka, Joyce
Peck, Dick Fabian, Frank Restifo, Larry
Piechowiak, Carol & Gerald DeLooze, Baby
Harrison Justin, and Joanne Reddinger. The
names will remain in the bulletin for two weeks. Please call the
parish office if your name or a loved one’s name needs to be
added to the list. If you have a special intention you would like
remembered in prayer, please call Lillian Neptune (216) 6625464.

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to the
family and friends of : Very Rev. Anthony Schueller
who was buried this past week. May he and all our faithful departed, rest in peace.

Growing in Gratitude
One of my favorite songs is ‘Song of Thanksgiving’ by the Darryl Ducote:
“Love that’s freely given wants to freely be
received.
All the love You’ve poured on us can hardly be believed.
And all that we can offer You is thanks.
All that we can offer You is thanks.”
© 1973, Damean Music. Distributed by GIA Publications, Inc.

When we think about it, the words of this song
are very humbling. After all God does in our lives, after all the gifts we’re given day in and day out – the
only thing we can truly give back is our gratitude.
When someone gives us a present at Christmas (or
another occasion), many times we not only say “thank
you,” but we try in some fashion to reciprocate. We
rarely just let the action go by without acknowledgement and a reactive response. But how often do we
mindfully thank God for the blessings of the day –
which are far greater than anything else?
We all have the propensity to get mired in the
stuff of life – and in that it’s not too difficult to become
forgetful or unmindful. The precept we always need to
keep in the forefront of our consciousness is that of
God’s abundant goodness, generosity, and
love. Voicing our gratitude to God in prayer and making a concerted effort to publicly acknowledge his
generosity when the opportunity presents itself should
be a primary facet of our daily lives.
It’s fairly easy to give thanks and praise while
we attend Mass on Sunday, but how often do we say
a heartfelt “Thank You” when we sit down for a meal,
especially in a public forum? God’s not ashamed to
feed us, so why are we ashamed to make the Sign of
the Cross in a restaurant? How often do we take a
moment to give thanks when we receive our
paychecks from work, which covers our mortgages
and other vital needs? (With that, we can take a moment to pray for those who are unemployed or underemployed.) How often do we thank God for our skills
and talents? Finally, how often do we thank God for
the gifts of family and friends?
The attitude of gratefulness comes from being
mindful of our station in this vast universe with respect
to our relationship others and especially to the One
who created all things. And yet in all of that greatness
and awesomeness and majesty and power he knows
each of us by name, embraces each of us in his mercy and forgiveness, and loves each of us unconditionally. Thanks Lord!
Bob Soeder
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Join us every
Thursday at 6:00
pm in CHURCH as
we pray the Rosary. All are invited.

New Chapel In the Rectory
Bishop Malesic has granted permission for a Chapel
to be established on the
second floor of the Priest’s
Rectory. This small chapel
will be available so that
the Priests can celebrate
private Masses, and spend
time in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. The project will cost about $6,000.
To date, about half of the cost has been donated by The Holy Name Society and other
sources. This Chapel will be a special
“blessing” for our parish.

Religion Question of the Week
What is “Meditation”? (Answer on page 4)
Did You Know?
Did you know that the present St. Monica Church building
was constructed during the pontificate of Pope Paul VI?
One Liner
“Our greatest natural resource is the minds of our
children”. (Walt Disney)

1st Communion Celebration

Our 1st Communicants
their families, as well as our
parish, will celebrate this
Sacrament in Church at the
10:45 am Mass on Sunday,
May 16th. Please be advised
that seating may be limited
so we can accommodate these families.
Thank you for your understanding.

Monday, May 10 – 7:00pm
VIA Zoom – Rev. Daniel Schlegel,
Secretary and Vicar for the Clergy and Religious
Topic: Mary, Matriarch of the Catholic Family
and Our Faith
In March of this year, Pope Francis inaugurated the Year "Amoris Laetitia", celebrating and bearing witness to the joy and
beauty of familial love. As we take this
special time to focus on our own families,
we look to the Holy Family and their
example leading us at home and in our
church. The month of May is dedicated to mothers and to
our Holy Mother, Mary. We asked Reverend Dan Schlegel, Secretary and Vicar for Clergy and Religious, to speak
to Mary, the Matriarch of the Catholic Family and Our
Faith. Join us for this enlightening evening. We can’t wait
to see you there!

Mass Coordinators,
Lectors and
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion
If you have any special requests for June,
July and August, please be sure to let the Parish
Office know by Monday, May 10. Thank you.

Limited to 90 Computer Audience
Register in advance
www.theologyontherocks.wixsite.com/west

ORDINATION OF
TRANSITIONAL DEACONS:
Please pray for the men who were ordained
to the Transitional Diaconate by Bishop
Edward C. Malesic on Saturday, April
17th. Pictured Are: John Jae-hyun Ryu;
David Verbsky; Scott Swinerton; Joseph
Menkhaus, Jr.; and Ian Kelly. May God
bless them abundantly as they prepare for
their ordination to the priesthood.
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Stewardship Offertory Collections
May 2, 2021

MONDAY, May 10

4:15 p.m. Walking Group
7:00 p.m. Finance Council Mtg. (F)

TUESDAY, May 11

1:00 p.m. Senior Mtg (p)
4:15 p.m. Walking Group

6:00 p.m. Flag Football (yard)
WEDNESDAY, May 12

Regular Offertory…………………………..$ 5,848.00
St. Monica Fund…………………………..$ 781.00
Misc. specials…………………..…………..$ 331.00
April We Share
Sunday offertory…………………………..$6,526.00
St. Monica Fund……………………………$ 726.00
Please continue to mail in your donations,
donate online or drop off at the office. You can also
drop your donation in the baskets in church.
Thank you for your continued support.

7:00 p.m. G.A. (p)
6:00 p.m. Flag Football (yard)

THURSDAY, May 13
12:00 p.m. Zelie’s Home (p)
4:15 p.m. Walking Group
6:00 p.m. Rosary (+)
6:00 p.m. Flag Football (yard)
FRIDAY, May 14
8:00 a.m. Zelie’s Home (p)
8th Grade Games (ballfield)
SATURDAY, May 15
11:00 a.m. RCIA (J)
2:00 p.m. Baptist Bible Study (p)
SUNDAY, May 16

Retirement on the Horizon

Senior Meeting
Join us for our meeting on
Tuesday, May 11th at 1:00 in the
pavilion. Let’s come together after such a long break to discuss
many different things. Looking forward to
seeing everyone on the 11th!

Bob Soeder will be retiring from his position as
Music and Liturgy Director at the end of January 2022. We will begin the search for a new
Director within the next few weeks. Please keep
us in your prayers as we begin to surface and
discern candidates for this position.

Great St. Joseph, Spouse Most Chaste
Great Saint Joseph, spouse most chaste,
Humble state in life, always embraced,
Not poisoned by gossip’s bitter taste,
Strong, noble, blessed, never disgraced.
Warned by angel, no time to waste,
Fled with Son and wife, post haste,
The senseless slaughter, just outraced.
Making a home, wherever displaced.
Trust in God the Father, never erased,
Hard work for family, always graced,
Wise the choices, whenever faced,
Strong, silent model, cannot be replaced,
Great Saint Joseph, spouse most chaste.
Greg Rowinski

Memorial Bricks
The Holy Name Society will be
placing a memorial brick order
at the beginning of July. Bricks
are available for $50.00. If you are interested
in buying a brick, please fill out the order form
and return it to the parish office or drop it in
the Sunday collection basket.

Answer to This Week’s Religion Question
What is “Meditation”?
Answer:
Meditation is a form of mental prayer in which the person relies on spiritual thoughts rather than on vocally
expressing one’s prayer.
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Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus
Wednesday Night Dinners: May 12

CALENDAR FUNDRAISER
Thank you to everyone who participated
in our Calendar Fundraiser! Thank you
to everyone who purchased and/or sold
the calendar, as well as to those who got
and/or gave donations either as gift cards
or cash. A very special THANK YOU to
one anonymous donor who bought many
of the gift cards for us! Because of your combined kindness and generosity YOU the parishioners of St. Monica
Church helped raise $16,494.00 to help Fr. Haren pay for
church expenses! Thank you everyone for helping make
this Calendar Fundraiser a success! Congratulations to
all of our daily drawing winners




Reservations by Sunday, May 9… 8PM
Prepared by Lori’s Custom Catering --phone 216-662-2277 --- MAILBOX #3
Dinner Consists of:
Chicken Paprikash, Dumplings,
Side Salad, Roll & Butter
Adults: $10.00 Children under 12 $8.00

EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED - PRE-ORDER ONLY TAKEOUT-Curbside Pickup– Ready to heat NO BAKERY-SERVING TIME 4-6 PM
Pickup at 10806 Granger Road—CLUB 4130

Please leave your complete name, phone number and
number of dinners you will be picking up. We need your
phone number in case we need to contact you. Please no
changes day of. Thank you for your continued patronage. If someone else is picking up - leave their name also.

Daily Winners:
April 27 Abby Cordell - 2 tickets Goodtime III/
Marathon Gas
April 28 Mark Panko - $50 Arby’s/Starbucks

BIRDIES FOR BABIES

April 29 Carol Peitrowski - $50 Cash

You are invited to golf for a cause at Zelie’s Home Inaugural Birdies for Babies Golf Scramble on Sunday,
June 13th at Shale Creek Golf Club in Medina, Ohio.
All proceeds support our home in Garfield Heights
serving pregnant and parenting women and their children. You can be a part of changing
lives two at a time! $150 per golfer /
$600 per foursome. Fees include 18
Holes, Cart, Lunch, All-American
Cookout Dinner, Beverages and Raffle
opportunities. For more information,
visit our website at
www.zelieshome.org/events/birdiesforbabies or contact Erin Hathaway at executivedirector@zelieshome.org.

April 30

Debbie Parker - $50 Amazon

ALL SAINTS CEMETERY – Pre-Planning Seminar
The Catholic Cemeteries Association invites you to
attend a 1-hour Pre-Planning Seminar on Saturday,
May 22, 2022, at 1 p.m. Learn about your Catholic
burial options, including options for cremated remains. Attendees will receive a personal reference
guide and special discount coupon. We kindly ask
that you RSVP to this event so we can make arrangements for proper social distancing. Attendees
are required to wear a facial covering throughout
the duration of the seminar. All Saints Cemetery 480 W. Highland Rd., Northfield
RSVP 216/641-7575 ext. 5

We wish to extend our sincere gratitude to
all of our Mothers who
are celebrating this day
at St. Monica Church.
Much of what you do
does not always receive
the recognition that is
deserved on your part.
But we know that is not
the reason you do so much for us. God
bless you for all you do, and Happy Mothers’ Day.

Men’s Recovery Program
Does someone you know need help
because of addiction? The Absolute House,
located at Holy Name Parish, is a Men’s Residential Recovery Living Community for Drugs
and Alcohol Addictions. This is an intensive
12 Step Program that includes Daily Mass.
For an Intake Interview call:
216-862-5014

Fr. Thomas Haren and St. Monica Parish Staff
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