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13623 Rockside Road
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Fax: (216) 662-1245
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St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380
Early Learning Center
(216) 475-3633
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PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00 am—
Noon on Wed. & Fri. We
request anyone who comes
to the parish office to please
wear a mask. Thank you.
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net by
NOON on Friday

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a
Christlike family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the
spiritual, educational and social needs of the community.

PARISH CLERGY

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for
parents. Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Jerome Lukachinsky,
Retired, in Residence
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Kathy Piggford,
Pastoral Council Chairman
Kathy Wendling,
Finance Council Chairman

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking
full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
and Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish
Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are
available on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest
can be arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School
Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like
to receive communion, call the Parish Office.
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Pastoral Scene

LITURGY
SCHEDULE

Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.
Sunday, May 23

Pentecost Sunday

9:00 People of the Parish
10:45 Margaret Dubas
11:30 Baptism
Monday, May 24

The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church
8:00 Irene Huzina

Tuesday, May 25
Weekday

8:00 David Grzybowski
Wednesday, May 26

Saint Philip Neri, Priest

8:00 Clara Holderman
Thursday, May 27
Weekday

8:00 Tony & Nancy Mannino
Friday, May 28
Weekday

8:00 Living & deceased members of Michael & Cheryl
Hanzlick family
Saturday, May 29
Weekday
3:15 Confessions

4:00 People of the Parish
Sunday, May 30

The Most Holy Trinity

9:00 Special Intention
10:45 Dorothy Gadomski
11:30 Baptism
Please keep in your prayers the following members of
our Parish Community:

Thomas Obojski, Lisa Bielawski, Gaylene
Bielawski, Frank Kovach, Sarah Burket, Veronica & Joseph Mayak, Patricia Chesney, Allen
Yakich, Toni Oden, Joan Kaczmarczyk, Bob,
Aubrey Rae, Louis Kapolka, Joyce Peck, Dick
Fabian, Frank Restifo, Larry Piechowiak, Carol
& Gerald DeLooze, Baby Harrison Justin, and Joanne Reddinger. The names will remain in the bulletin for two weeks.
Please call the parish office if your name or a loved one’s name
needs to be added to the list. If you have a special intention you
would like remembered in prayer, please call Lillian Neptune
(216) 662-5464.

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to the
family and friends of : Concetta Rimmel and Rev.
Thomas A. McGovern who were buried this past week.
May they and all our faithful departed, rest in peace .

Pentecost 2021
Today, the Church completes the Paschal Season, with the Solemnity of Pentecost. Concerning the work of the Holy Spirit, we read in the
Constitution of the Church from II Vatican Council:
“…the Holy Spirit not only sanctifies and guides
God’s people by the sacraments and the ministries, and enriches it with virtues, he also distributes special graces among the faithful of every
state of life, assigning his gifts, to each as he
chooses. By means of these special gifts he
equips them and makes them eager for various
activities and responsibilities that benefit the
Church in its renewal or its increase… “
This evening, with the completion of Evening
Prayer, the Church returns to Ordinary Time. The
Paschal Candle, which has stood next to the Pulpit these 50 days, will return to the baptismal area
near the Baptismal Font.
This time has truly been blessed for all of us even
during this time of Covid. The continued daily activity at the St. Monica Campus, expresses to all
the vibrancy of our faith community. The Church
is not just a beautiful structure to be visited but
truly the house of God where all may come to
worship and pray.
May these upcoming days of summer be restful
for you and your families, keeping in mind our call
to be holy people. There can be many distractions during this time of the year but we must always remember who we are as baptized children
of the Father living our lives in the light of Jesus,
His Son, through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Be blessed and well
Fr. Ted Marszal
The Parish Office will be closed
on Monday, May 31 in honor of
Memorial Day. We will reopen
on Tuesday, June 1. Thank you
to all those who have served our
country and continue to do so.
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Can Doing Evil Bring About Good?
Although I will agree that truly wicked people exist, most
individuals are good at heart. But there are times when
we justify our actions by rationalizing that an unkind action
will bring about positive consequences. These actions are
usually wrapped in a hope that although the action was
unkind or inappropriate, it brought about some positive
consequences. Perhaps it taught the individual a lesson or
two. I might even think that like God, I can write straight
with crooked lines – but the truth is, I am NOT God! Evil
for evil’s sake never brings about good.
The problem of good and evil – its identification and avoidance – was raised by my second-grade candidates for
Reconciliation and First Communion in our study of the
Commandments using the ten windows in the main nave
of Saint Monica Church. If a picture is worth a thousand
words, then definitely those pictures raised a thousand
(okay, may not that many) questions. Children at that age
truly believe that regardless of what religion, faith, or creed
people subscribe to, their goal is presumably to promote
something that is good; something that gives freedom, joy,
peace, enjoyment to us to make us better people and
build good relationships between individuals and nations.
Seven- and eight-year-olds keep my conscience very sensitive to acting appropriately.
Since the dawn of modern civilization, the terms good and
evil have been used to describe the world and the various
things within it. The study of the Commandments opened
up questions ranging from the concepts of the Devil and
how the Devil became evil to was the kid who cut in front
you in the lunch line evil. Evil can be defined in many
ways, however, evil is generally defined as something that
goes against a single set of moral principles that society
has defined. Although this is normally true in looking at
the Commandments, it is not universally true because evil
is something that an individual perceives in a specific situation/
The balancer for what is good and what is ‘less than good’
is our conscience. In explaining that concept to children
(of any age) I rely on a measure that fits consciences well.
It is definitely not the image of a devil on one shoulder and
an angel on the other. As a Catechist, I have to share my
faith life with those I teach. So, here is what I counsel
them to do because it is what I do as well.
 In your mind ask yourself this question: “If Jesus were
standing right in front of you, how would you act toward him? Would you do what you are thinking of
doing?”
 If the answer is ‘Yes’ – go ahead. BUT, if the answer
is ‘No’, don’t do it.
 For those who are older than seven or eight, I add this
caveat: “If the action you are considering will be hurtful
to a person or group, and you chose to do it deliberately anyway, how will you explain that action at your
final judgment?”

II

Mary Wyrzykowski & Kerian Federoff

Join us every
Thursday at 6:00 pm
at the OUTDOOR
SHRINE by the Parish Office as we pray
the Rosary. All are invited.
Great News for St. Monica Church
A few days ago, the Bishops of the Dioceses of Ohio made some
important changes in the way we could attend Mass on Weekends. They are contained in this issue of the bulletin. The great
news is that we can once again come together as a Parish and
celebrate Mass with a fuller community in physical attendance.
The reason we call this “Great News” is that the reason we are
called to attend Mass on Sundays is so that we can experience
God’s love for us together, as a Church. God does not need to be
worshipped on Sundays to please His needs. The opposite is
true. When we take time to worship God on Sundays, He is able
to fulfill our needs – to know that God really cares about us. An
example of this is how at times, when you walked out of Church,
you might have felt something wonderful you did not feel going
into Church. This special grace does not always happen, but it is
wonderful when it does. God is just telling you in this experience
that He is walking with you in your life. So welcome back to the
Weekend Mass if you have been away. And welcome if you have
been here since we opened last June. God be with you,
Fr. Thomas Haren

Sandwich Saturday
Join us at our next Sandwich Saturday
that will take place Saturday, June
5, beginning at 9:00 am in the lower
level of the Parish Office. Due to social distancing,
please call the office to register as we are limited in
the number of people who can help at one time.
Masks must be worn. Any questions, please call the
Parish Office, 216-662-8685.
Religion Question of the Week
Why is the day on which the Apostles received the Holy
Spirit called “Pentecost”? (Answer on page 4)
Did You Know?
Did you know that there have been seven different Bishops of the Cleveland Diocese during the time period in
which St. Monica Church has been in existence.
One Liner
“Whoever is careless with the truth in small matters cannot be trusted with important matters”. (Albert Einstein)

My actions good or not will be judged by one short sentence: “You did it to me.”
Sister Helene
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Stewardship Offertory Collections
May 16, 2021

MONDAY, May 24

4:15 p.m. Walking Group

TUESDAY, May 25

4:15 p.m. Walking Group
6:00 p.m. Flag Football (yard)
7:00 p.m. Ward 7 Block Watch (p)

Regular Offertory…………………………..$ 4,750.00
St. Monica Fund…………………………..$ 297.00
Misc. specials…………………..…………..$ 181.00
Ascension Collection …………….…………$ 1,221.00
Please continue to mail in your donations,
donate online or drop off at the office. You can also
drop your donation in the baskets in church.
Thank you for your continued support.

WEDNESDAY, May 26

6:00 p.m. Flag Football (yard)
7:00 p.m. G.A. (p)

THURSDAY, May 27
4:15 p.m. Walking Group
6:00 p.m. Rosary (outdoor shrine)
6:00 p.m. D.H.N. Meeting (p)
6:00 p.m. Flag Football (yard)

Funeral Liturgy Planning Ministry
St. Monica parish has always been noted for being a
caring and hospitable community. One of the ways we
can show our care and concern for others is by reaching out to them in a time of need.

FRIDAY, May 28
SATURDAY, May 29
11:00 a.m. RCIA (J)
2:00 p.m. Baptist Bible Study (p)

Our Funeral Liturgy Planning Ministers contact the
family of one who has died and will be celebrating a
Mass of Christian Burial at our Parish. Meeting with
family members (by phone, internet, or in person),
the Planning Minister guides them in choosing appropriate scripture readings, music and other details that
will be used during the funeral Mass.

SUNDAY, May 30

Praying For America
Fr. Frank Pavone, National Director of Priests for Life, is hosting a
new show on the “Right Side
Broadcasting Network”. Praying for America
will air weeknights at 8 p.m. at RSBNetwork.com as well as at EndAbortion.tv and
all the streaming platforms linked from those
two sites.

This ministry requires a little bit of training. The
training sessions consist of three meetings (approx.
one hour each). Sessions are set up with Bob Soeder
on a mutually agreed upon basis.
If you are a Planner that would like to return to active
ministry, or if you would like more information about
becoming a Funeral Liturgy Planner, please contact
Bob Soeder at the Parish Office.

Answer to This Week’s Religion Question
Why is the day on which the Holy Spirit descended upon
the Apostles called “Pentecost
Answer:
Pentecost indicates 50 which is the number of days after
Easter. It originally was an indication of the Jewish Feast
of Weeks which began 50 days after the Passover.

Mass Coordinators Needed
The Mass Coordinator assists in preparing the sanctuary
and checking in other Liturgical Ministers before Mass.
After Mass, the coordinator helps with clearing the sanctuary. Because handling the Blessed Sacrament is part of
the requirement of this ministry, the Mass Coordinator
must also be an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion.
Mass Coordinators are scheduled in the same way as
other Liturgical Ministers, on a rotational basis. Since
more hands make for lighter work, our goal is have 3-4
ministers to rotate at each Mass, so we really need
your help!
If you are a Mass Coordinator that would like to return
to active ministry, please contact Sue Shepka at the Parish Office. If you would like information about becoming
a Mass Coordinator, contact Bob Soeder at the Parish
Office.
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BIRDIES FOR BABIES

Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus
Wednesday Night Dinners: May

You are invited to golf for a
cause at Zelie’s Home Inaugural Birdies for Babies Golf
Scramble on Sunday, June 13th
at Shale Creek Golf Club in Medina, Ohio. All proceeds support
our home in Garfield Heights serving pregnant
and parenting women and their children. You can
be a part of changing lives two at a time! $150
per golfer / $600 per foursome. Fees include 18
Holes, Cart, Lunch, All-American Cookout Dinner, Beverages and Raffle opportunities. For
more information, visit our website at
www.zelieshome.org/events/birdiesforbabies or
contact Erin Hathaway at executivedirector@zelieshome.org.




Reservations by Sunday, May 23 ... 8PM
Prepared by Lori’s Custom Catering --phone 216-662-2277 --- MAILBOX #2
Dinner Consists of:
Stuffed Chicken Breast w/cheese & spinach,
Gravy, rice, vegetable, Side Salad
Adults: $10.00 Children under 12 $8.00
EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED - PRE-ORDER ONLY TAKEOUT-Curbside Pickup– Ready to heat NO BAKERY-SERVING TIME 4-6 PM
Pickup at 10806 Granger Road—CLUB 4130

Please leave your complete name, phone number and
number of dinners you will be picking up. We need your
phone number in case we need to contact you. Please no
changes day of. Thank you for your continued patronage. If someone else is picking up - leave their name also.

Need some new
items for your home?
Please join us at our
next warehouse
sale on Saturday, May 22 from 8:00 am –
4 pm and Sunday, May 23 from noon – 4 pm
at Hospice of the Western Reserve Headquarters,
17876 St. Clair Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio
44110. Proceeds support patients and families of
Hospice of the Western Reserve. Come shop for
gently used indoor and outdoor furniture, other
household items, collectibles, framed artwork,
purses, jewelry, and holiday items. Facemasks
and social distancing required. Your temperature
will be taken upon entering. For more information about the sale, please contact the Warehouse Sale Team at 216-255-9090 or email warehousesaledonation@hospicewr.org

The Garfield Heights Ward 7
Block Watch, sponsored by
Councilman Tom Vaughn, will
meet Tuesday, May 25th at 7:00
PM at St. Monica’s outdoor pavilion. Face coverings and social distancing will be
required. All are welcome. For more information
call Gail, 216-662-9213.

Memorial Bricks
The Holy Name Society will be
placing a memorial brick order
at the beginning of July. Bricks
are available for $50.00. If you are interested
in buying a brick, please fill out the order form
and return it to the parish office or drop it in
the Sunday collection basket.

All Saints Federal Credit Union Is
Treating Your Used Car Like a
New One! From May 1, 2021 until July 31, 2021, We Will Offer
YOU a NEW CAR RATE on your Used Car Purchase, Lease Buy Out, or Refinance! For hours, addresses, phone numbers, and additional information,
please visit our website at www.allsaintsfcu.com or
call 216-524-0414, 216-587-0631, or 440-888-3663.
*Terms and conditions apply. Offer does NOT apply
to current ASFCU financed vehicle loans or to 84
month term.

Men’s Recovery Program
Does someone you know need help because of
addiction? The Absolute House, located at Holy
Name Parish, is a Men’s Residential Recovery Living Community for Drugs and Alcohol Addictions.
This is an intensive 12 Step Program that includes
Daily Mass.
For an Intake Interview call: 216-862-5014
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