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Catholic Church

13623 Rockside Road
Garfield Heights, Ohio
Parish Office:
(216) 662-8685
Fax: (216) 662-1245

website: saintmonicachurch.net

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380
Early Learning Center
(216) 475-3633
OCFCU (216) 663-6800

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00 am—
Noon on Wed. & Fri. We
request anyone who comes
to the parish office to please
wear a mask. Thank you.
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net by
NOON on Friday

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a
Christlike family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the
spiritual, educational and social needs of the community.

PARISH CLERGY

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for
parents. Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Jerome Lukachinsky,
Retired, in Residence
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Kathy Piggford,
Pastoral Council Chairman
Kathy Wendling,
Finance Council Chairman

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking
full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
and Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish
Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are
available on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest
can be arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School
Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like
to receive communion, call the Parish Office.
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Pastoral Scene

LITURGY
SCHEDULE

Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.
Sunday, May 30

The Most Holy Trinity

9:00 Special Intention
10:45 Dorothy Gadomski
11:45 Baptism
Monday, May 31

The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:00 Melissa Tieves

Tuesday, June 1

Saint Justin Martyr

8:00 Frank Shipta

Wednesday, June 2
Weekday

8:00 All Souls
Thursday, June 3

Saint Charles Lwanga and Companions, Martyrs

8:00 Margaret Hoprich
Friday, June 4
Weekday

8:00 Robert Gregg
4:00 Wedding: Wrzykowski/Federoff
Saturday, June 5

Saint Boniface, Bishop and Martyr
3:15 Confessions

4:00 Sisters Kathleen Raines & Jacqueline Wilson
Sunday, June 6

The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi)

9:00 People of the Parish
10:45 Pete & Winnie Walchanowicz and Tammy Sommer

Please keep in your prayers the following members of
our Parish Community:

Algaheim Babies, Thomas Obojski, Lisa
Bielawski, Gaylene Bielawski, Frank Kovach,
Sarah Burket, Veronica & Joseph Mayak, Patricia Chesney, Allen Yakich, Toni Oden, Joan
Kaczmarczyk, Bob, Aubrey Rae, Louis Kapolka,
Joyce Peck, Dick Fabian, Frank Restifo, Larry
Piechowiak, Carol & Gerald DeLooze, Baby Harrison Justin,
and Joanne Reddinger. The names will remain in the bulletin
for two weeks. Please call the parish office if your name or a
loved one’s name needs to be added to the list. If you have a
special intention you would like remembered in prayer, please
call Lillian Neptune (216) 662-5464.

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to the
family and friends of : Helen Westfall and Lawrence
Seme who were buried this past week. May they and all
our faithful departed, rest in peace.

Friendship
“I have called you friends.” Authentic friendship can
seem hard to come by these days, especially in our transient society. We move away from family, change jobs,
switch parishes, and end up in entirely new places with
entirely new people. When we look for new friends, we
all have different qualities we’re looking for. While we
may think of certain standards of behavior necessary to
be a “good” friend, we would hardly refer to them as
rules or “commandments.”
In fact, if a friendship or romantic relationship-new or
old-becomes characterized by imposed obligations, we
would rightly be suspicious. Friendships, we understand, even sacrifice for them at times because, within
ourselves, we want to maintain the friendship. So why
does Jesus use the language of command as he calls the
Apostles his friends? “You are my friends if you do what
I command you.”
Jesus is radically transforming the concept of commandment. In the Jewish heritage of the Apostles, they
would hear the word “command” and immediately
think of the strict Levitical law and distance from God
introducing the language of friendship, Jesus ties
“commandment” to inner freedom of heart. The disciples have this freedom precisely because they know
“what the Master is doing.” Jesus has invited his followers into intimate friendship all along. He shares openly
with them. He has patience with their flaws. He isn’t
scandalized by their failures. He celebrates their successes. We, too, have been called by love and invited
into a relationship with Jesus. It is you and I that Jesus
chooses and appoints. He does so personally, not from
a distant mountain shrouded in clouds. This “new commandment” to “love one another” is received around
the shared table in the breaking of bread.
Deacon Stan

The Parish Office will be closed
on Monday, May 31 in honor of
Memorial Day. We will reopen
on Tuesday, June 1. Thank you
to all those who have served our
country and continue to do so.
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Religion Question of the Week
What is a “Vow”?
(Answer on page 4)
Did You Know?
Did you know that the first Summer Festival was held on
our parish grounds from August 27 – 30, in 1953?

III

Mary Wyrzykowski & Kerian Federoff

I

Melanie Sugalski & Eric Curtan

One Liner
“When we are no longer able to change a situation, we
are challenged to change ourselves”.

Congratulations to our newest
Baptized Catholics:

Announcements and Certificates of the
Reception of Sacraments

Malisyn Storm Lockwood & Malyna Rayne Lockwood

I have often been asked, and sometimes challenged, concerning announcements and publication of the names of potential recipients of the sacraments. If you look back at your
reception of the sacraments as a child or as an adult, you may
remember that it was only after you celebrated the sacrament
itself, that you received a certificate.

May God continue to bless them and their families.

Join us every
Thursday at 6:00 pm
at the OUTDOOR
SHRINE by the Parish Office as we pray
the Rosary. All are invited.

Although we schedule the celebration of sacraments such as
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation, and Matrimony well
in advance of the actual celebration, and collect and verify all
the data necessary for entry prior to the celebration of the
sacrament, no certificate (even if prepared) will be signed and
given. At the very last minute a child’s sponsor for Baptism
can be changed, a family cancels First Holy Communion, a
candidate does not show up for Confirmation, or a couple decides not to get married. All the above have occurred!!!

The Enthronement of the Sacred
Heart Diocesan Center will have
the annual Mass of Reparation to
the Sacred Heart of Jesus at
7p.m., June 11 at St. Therese
Church, 5276 East 105th Street
Garfield Heights with Fr. Eric
Orzech as celebrant. All are
invited to attend this special Mass on the Feast
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus to make public
reparation to the Sacred Heart and ask Jesus'
help for all families, our Church, and our
world. We will also pray the rosary at 6:30 for
those who are able to attend. Call Donna 440232-7725 or Marlene 216-447-9375 for more
information. All are welcome!

It is only when the sacrament has been validly administered
that any record of that sacrament is recorded in the parish’s
Sacramental Register, a certificate of reception given, and the
sharing of information in the Bulletin is publicized.
Sacramental Record Ledgers are meant for permanent
preservation of records and must receive special care and
handling. They are kept in a secure location in a fireproof
safe or file at the parish site. These Sacramental Record
Ledgers are NEVER taken off site!
You may notice and wonder why I did not include “First Reconciliation” as one of those ‘scheduled’ sacraments even
though we plan it well ahead of time and note it in the Mass
Book. This is because not only ‘first confession’ but every
confession remains between the penitent and the priest who
is authorized by the Bishop to hear confessions in the diocese. That is why I caution the children and adults I teach
never to discuss who they saw in the confessional line.

Sandwich Saturday

First Reconciliation cannot be recorded in any parish ledger
and it is my responsibility to assure Father Haren that all potential communicants have been properly prepared and have
celebrated this sacrament before their First Communion if
they were able to do so. (Special cases do occur!)

Join us at our next Sandwich Saturday
that will take place Saturday, June
5, beginning at 9:00 am in the lower
I hope you do not mind my clarification of why we do what we level of the Parish Office. Due to social distancing,
do in recording, announcing, and providing those who cele- please call the office to register as we are limited in
brate Sacraments with certificates when we do so.
the number of people who can help at one time.
Any questions, please call the Parish Office, 216Thanks for reading this one!
Sister Helene
662-8685.
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Stewardship Offertory Collections
May 23, 2021

MONDAY, May 31

OFFICE CLOSED—MEMORIAL DAY

Regular Offertory…………………………..$ 4,140.00
St. Monica Fund…………………………..$ 278.00
Misc. specials…………………..…………..$ 195.00

TUESDAY, June 1
4:15 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Walking Group
Guild Board Mtg (p)
Flag Football (yard)
HNS Board Mtg (F)
8th Gr. Graduation (+/g)

Please continue to mail in your donations,
donate online or drop off at the office. You can also
drop your donation in the baskets in church.
Thank you for your continued support.

WEDNESDAY, June 2

4:00 p.m. RCIA (J)
6:00 p.m. Flag Football (yard)
7:00 p.m. G.A. (p)

THURSDAY, June 3
4:15 p.m. Walking Group
6:00 p.m. Rosary (outdoor shrine)
6:00 p.m. Flag Football (yard)
7:00 p.m. Trinity Graduation (+)
7:00 p.m. Pastoral Council Mtg (F)

Measure Up Campaign

The total from all parishes is about $1900 . Steve if
you can send emails to the parishes . Thanks to your
generosity, we were able to raise approximately $1900
for our Measure Up campaign from collections at four
parishes. The overwhelming response is much appreciated . All funds will be directed to local facilities
assisting those with developmental disabilities .

FRIDAY, June 4
9:00 a.m. Set up Sandwich Saturday (J)
SATURDAY, June 5
9:00 a.m. Sandwich Saturday (J)
2:00 p.m. Baptist Bible Study (p)

Thank you from Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus

SUNDAY, June 6

Holy Name Society

Answer to This Week’s Religion Question
What is a “Vow”?

Our next Holy Name Society meeting on June
7th will be a cookout at the pavilion at
6pm. Please pass along this information to
any members that you see. We look forward
to seeing as many members as possible at the
cookout.

Answer:
A “Vow” is a promise to God to do something
good.

Funeral Liturgy Planning Ministry

St. Monica parish has always been noted for being a
caring and hospitable community. One of the ways we
can show our care and concern for others is by reachThe Mass Coordinator assists in preparing the sanctuary
ing out to them in a time of need.
and checking in other Liturgical Ministers before Mass.
After Mass, the coordinator helps with clearing the sanc- Our Funeral Liturgy Planning Ministers contact the
tuary. Because handling the Blessed Sacrament is part of family of one who has died and will be celebrating a
the requirement of this ministry, the Mass Coordinator
Mass of Christian Burial at our Parish. Meeting with
must also be an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Comfamily members (by phone, internet, or in person),
munion.
the Planning Minister guides them in choosing appropriate scripture readings, music and other details that
Mass Coordinators are scheduled in the same way as
will be used during the funeral Mass.
other Liturgical Ministers, on a rotational basis. Since
more hands make for lighter work, our goal is have 3-4
This ministry requires a little bit of training. The
ministers to rotate at each Mass, so we really need
training sessions consist of three meetings (approx.
your help!
one hour each). Sessions are set up with Bob Soeder
If you are a Mass Coordinator that would like to return
on a mutually agreed upon basis.
to active ministry, please contact Sue Shepka at the Parish Office. If you would like information about becoming If you are a Planner that would like to return to active
ministry, or if you would like more information about
a Mass Coordinator, contact Bob Soeder at the Parish
becoming a Funeral Liturgy Planner, please contact
Office.
Bob Soeder at the Parish Office.
Mass Coordinators Needed
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BIRDIES FOR BABIES

Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus
Wednesday Night Dinners: June

You are invited to golf for a
cause at Zelie’s Home Inaugural Birdies for Babies Golf
Scramble on Sunday, June
13th at Shale Creek Golf Club
in Medina, Ohio. All proceeds
support our home in Garfield Heights serving
pregnant and parenting women and their children. You can be a part of changing lives two at
a time! $150 per golfer / $600 per foursome.
Fees include 18 Holes, Cart, Lunch, All-American
Cookout Dinner, Beverages and Raffle opportunities. For more information, visit our website at
www.zelieshome.org/events/birdiesforbabies or
contact Erin Hathaway at executivedirector@zelieshome.org.

Reservations by Sunday, June 13 ... 8PM
SPECIAL DATE Wednesday JUNE 16 -BEEF STROGANOFF




Prepared by Lori’s Custom Catering --phone 216-662-2277 --- MAILBOX #3
Dinner Consists of:
Beef Stroganoff, Noodles,
Side Salad, Rolls and Butter
Adults: $10.00 Children under 12 $8.00
EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED - PRE-ORDER ONLY TAKEOUT-Curbside Pickup– Ready to heat NO BAKERY-SERVING TIME 4-6 PM
Pickup at 10806 Granger Road—CLUB 4130

Please leave your complete name, phone number and
number of dinners you will be picking up. We need your
phone number in case we need to contact you. Please no
changes day of. Thank you for your continued patronage. If someone else is picking up - leave their name also.

All Saints Federal Credit Union is running a Balance Transfer Promotion,
which applies to new and existing accounts! Transfer any credit card debt
that you have onto an All Saints FCU Visa Credit
Card at 0.99% APR for 12 months. This promotion
runs from June 1, 2021, through August 31, 2021.
Visit or call any of our three branch locations at 216524-0414, 216-587-0631, or 440-888-3663; for hours,
addresses, phone numbers, and additional information,
please visit our website at www.allsaintsfcu.com.
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