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Catholic Church

13623 Rockside Road
Garfield Heights, Ohio
Parish Office:
(216) 662-8685
Fax: (216) 662-1245

website: saintmonicachurch.net

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380
Early Learning Center
(216) 475-3633
OCFCU (216) 663-6800

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00 am—
Noon on Wed. & Fri. We
request anyone who comes
to the parish office to please
wear a mask. Thank you.
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net by
NOON on Friday

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a
Christlike family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the
spiritual, educational and social needs of the community.

PARISH CLERGY

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for
parents. Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Jerome Lukachinsky,
Retired, in Residence
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Kathy Piggford,
Pastoral Council Chairman
Bill Simon
Finance Council Chairman

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking
full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
and Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish
Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are
available on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest
can be arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School
Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like
to receive communion, call the Parish Office.
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Pastoral Scene

LITURGY
SCHEDULE

Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.
Sunday, June 13

Eleventh Sunday of Ordinary Time

9:00 People of the Parish
10:45 Mary Malicki
2:30 Divine Mercy
Monday, June 14

Weekday
8:00 David Walker & deceased members of Cymbor Families

Tuesday, June 15
Weekday

8:00 Veronica & Thomas Kvasnok
Wednesday, June 16
Weekday

8:00 Mary Ann Robinelli
Thursday, June 17
Weekday

8:00 Virginia Krolikowski
Friday, June 18
Weekday

8:00 Kevin Rowinski
Saturday, June 19

Weekday
2:00 Wedding: Sugalski & Curtan
3:15 Confessions

4:00 Deceased members of Gogol/Kresevic families
Sunday, June 20

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00 Carole Mancini
10:45 People of the Parish

Please keep in your prayers the following members of
our Parish Community:
Baby Harrison Justin, Ralph Lovell, Robert
Trende, Algaheim Babies, Thomas Obojski,
Frank Kovach, Sarah Burket, Patricia Chesney,
Allen Yakich, Toni Oden, Joan Kaczmarczyk,
Larry Piechowiak, Carol & Gerald DeLooze, and
Joanne Reddinger. The names will remain in the
bulletin for two weeks. Please call the parish office
if your name or a loved one’s name needs to be added to the list.
If you have a special intention you would like remembered in
prayer, please call Lillian Neptune (216) 662-5464.

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to the
family and friends of : Patrick Donovan, Gladys Shearey, Deacon Joseph Loutzenhiser, Deacon Charles Doerpers, Rev. Ronald Szudarek and Rev. Arthur Bacher
who were buried this past week. May they and all our
faithful departed, rest in peace.

My Father’s Eyes
Much to my Mother’s chagrin, and my Father’s delight, I was
“Daddy’s girl”, and his shadow. My Mother often complained
that if faced with learning how to cook or helping Dad wire
something in the garage, I always chose the latter. And, yes, if
given a choice on stopping for ice cream during a Sunday
drive, the vote was always ‘two to one’, and you can guess
who voted ‘no’! Dad had the ability to find the good in everything that happened, was always one who would volunteer to
help others, and who instinctively knew what people needed
physically and emotionally without them saying a word. He
shaped my concept of what being a ‘father’ was then that carried over in how I teach the little ones what ‘God the Father’
means today.
Fathers are incredibly important people in the life of a family
and know all too well what it costs to be the figure who passes
down the family heritage, is gentle yet firm, can console and
discipline, and who provides a living example of his role. Fathers teach boys how to be men and husbands, and also teach
girls what to look for and expect from the man that they
choose for a husband.
Despite the fact that I chose religious life over married life, I
learned from my father what love for your wife, family, and
friends entails. My mother and father shared everything – joy
and sorrow, hope and hardship, financial challenges, and the
loss of three children before I was born. My father was always
there for my mother and me without ever being controlling.
Although Dad spoke little – giving both women in his life
‘space’ -- when he did speak, we listened.
Now, do not interpret that statement as saying their married
life was always smooth sailing because they were very different. My mother had no sense of humor, but my father had a
double share! It often led to interesting situations. However,
both knew how to forgive from the bottom of their hearts and to
correct without humiliating the other. My father would have
died for my mother without a second thought. She, too, would
have done the same. They never let the sun set on an argument! Considering they celebrated their 60th anniversary before my dad died, (even though at the altar, before renewing
their vows, my dad loudly told my mom that their first wedding
was officiated by an actor priest, after which my mom bopped
him with her purse), confirms they were truly meant for each
other.
At my Dad’s wake, the people I met told me what a great man
my father was, what he had done for them without expecting
anything in return, and who saw how he lived his Catholic
faith. Statements such as those only confirmed that fathers
are our true role models and heroes. They put what they believe into everyday action.
The following lyrics from Amy Grant’s song, ‘My Father’s
Eyes’, say it all.: – “eyes that find the good in things when
good is not around, eyes that find the source of help, when
help just can’t be found, eyes full of compassion, seeing every
pain . “ It is my hope, that when I am gone, those who knew
me can honestly say I had “my father’s eyes”.
Sr. Helene
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Religion Question of the Week
What is the Catechumenate?
(Answer on page 4)

Did You Know?
Did you know that there are 184 parishes in the Diocese
of Cleveland?

III

Melanie Sugalski & Eric Curtan

II

Miranda Olivo & Time Nichols

One Liner
“This is my commandment, that you love one another”.
(John 15/17)

There will be a Divine
Mercy Holy Hour this Sunday, June 13 at 2:30 pm in
Saint Monica Church. All
are welcome!

ATTENTION LITURGICAL MINISTERS:
WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!
Lectors, Ushers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion, Altar Servers and Mass Coordinators who are now returning to Church are asked
to pray and consider reactivating your ministry on
a regularly scheduled basis. In order for our
weekend Masses to have the quality and vibrancy
they so richly deserve, we need your assistance. If
you are able to do so, please call Sue Shepka at
the Parish Office (216) 662-8685.

Join us every
Thursday at 6:00
pm in Church as
we pray the Rosary. All are invited.

Congratulations to our newest
Baptized Catholics:

Music Ministry Come, Join In Song!

Conor George Patrick Stevens

Weathering our way through the Covid-19
Restrictions has brought us a unique opportunity. Now that we are able to sing at Mass again,
we would like to refresh and rebuild our Music
Ministry. We hope to unveil our new look (and
sound) at the parish celebration of our
Patronal Feast, which will take place at an outdoor Mass on Sunday, August 29th. In order to
do this, we need your help. If you are a singer
or musician who is willing and able to attend
one weekly rehearsal and minister at one of our
weekend Liturgies, we'd like to hear from you.
Please call Bob Soeder at the Parish Office
(216) 662-8685.
THANK YOU!!!

May God continue to bless them and their families.

$1,000 Holy Name Monthly
Raffle Winners-April 25
$500.00 #1777 Alys Radosevic
Seller: Alys Radosevic
Captain: Will Skladany
$500.00 #1471 Ann Marie Perkins
Seller: Debbi Zack
Captain: Will Skladany
1433 tickets were sold
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Stewardship Offertory Collections
May 30, 2021

MONDAY, June 14

4:15 p.m. Walking Group
7:00 p.m. Finance Council Mtg. (F)

TUESDAY, June 15

6:00 p.m. Flag Football (yard)

WEDNESDAY, June 16

Regular Offertory…………………………..$ 6,000.00
St. Monica Fund…………………………..$ 361.00
Misc. specials…………………..…………..$ 119.00

6:00 p.m. Flag Football (yard)
7:00 p.m. G.A. (p)

THURSDAY, June 17
4:15 p.m. Walking Group
6:00 p.m. Rosary (+)
6:00 p.m. Flag Football (yard)
6:00 p.m. Guild Mtg. (c)

June 6, 2021
Regular Offertory…………………………..$ 7,602.00
St. Monica Fund…………………………..$ 938.00
Misc. specials…………………..…………..$ 54.00

FRIDAY, June 18
SATURDAY, June 19
2:00 p.m. Baptist Bible Study (p)
SUNDAY, June 20
Happy Father’s Day

MAY We Share Collection
Regular Offertory ………………………..$ 5,827.50
St. Monica Fund…………………………..$ 601.00
Please continue to mail in your donations,
donate online or drop off at the office. You can also
drop your donation in the baskets in church.
Thank you for your continued support.

Mass Coordinators Needed
The Mass Coordinator assists in preparing the sanctuary
and checking in other Liturgical Ministers before Mass.
After Mass, the coordinator helps with clearing the
sanctuary. Because handling the Blessed Sacrament is
part of the requirement of this ministry, the Mass Coordinator must also be an Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Communion.
Mass Coordinators are scheduled in the same way as
other Liturgical Ministers, on a rotational basis. Since
more hands make for lighter work, our goal is have 3-4
ministers to rotate at each Mass, so we really need
your help!

Answer to This Week’s Religion Question
What is the Catechumenate?

Answer:

The Catechumenate is the period of instruction for a person preparing to receive the Sacrament of Baptism in the
Catholic Church.

Funeral Liturgy Planning Ministry
St. Monica parish has always been noted for being a
caring and hospitable community. One of the ways we
can show our care and concern for others is by reaching out to them in a time of need.

If you are a Mass Coordinator that would like to return
to active ministry, please contact Sue Shepka at the Parish Office. If you would like information about becoming
a Mass Coordinator, contact Bob Soeder at the Parish
Office.

Our Funeral Liturgy Planning Ministers contact the
family of one who has died and will be celebrating a
Mass of Christian Burial at our Parish. Meeting with
family members (by phone, internet, or in person),
the Planning Minister guides them in choosing appropriate scripture readings, music and other details that
will be used during the funeral Mass.

“A Closer Walk With Thee” –
CCA Monthly Grief Support E-Newsletter:
Subscribe to the Catholic Cemeteries Association’s
monthly grief support e-newsletter, “A Closer Walk with
Thee”. This e-newsletter is emailed the first Tuesday of
each month to any family/individual who has expressed
an interest in our bereavement programs. To subscribe
to this valued grief support resource, visit https://
www.clecem.org/Information/Bereavement.aspx and click
the tan signup box on the right side, contact Rhonda
rabrams@clecem.org or at 216-930-4866.

This ministry requires a little bit of training. The
training sessions consist of three meetings (approx.
one hour each). Sessions are set up with Bob Soeder
on a mutually agreed upon basis.
If you are a Planner that would like to return to active
ministry, or if you would like more information about
becoming a Funeral Liturgy Planner, please contact
Bob Soeder at the Parish Office.
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There is Hope

Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus
Wednesday Night Dinners: June
Reservations by Sunday, June 13 ... 8PM

During these past fifiteen months, many of us might have
wondered: “Is there any hope left for our world”. Our religious leaders seem to say that there is Hope. But we ask:
“When is it going to happen?”

SPECIAL DATE Wednesday JUNE 16 -BEEF STROGANOFF

There are many reasons to believe that the world we are
now living in is hopeless. In the past decade we have seen
difficulties that we never would have imagined in our lifetime. The world seems to have been turned upside down.
The killing of children in the womb is looked upon as a
woman’s basic right; the killing of a child after birth is
legal in some States; marriage is no longer seen as a lifelong relationship between a man and a woman – it can
also be entered into by two men or two women; one’s gender no longer is determined by the genetic structure when
one is conceived, but by the choice a person makes when
one becomes of age; history is no longer seen as the entire
picture of what has taken place over the centuries, but is
being replaced with events chosen to represent the past
during an arbitrary period of time (cancel culture); persons who encourage and participate in violent crimes are
considered heroes, while those who protect the rights of
innocent persons are persecuted; a main stream news
media that is supposed to defend the truth, glories in it’s
own propaganda and half-truths; and religious truth is
being replaced by the opinions of “experts”.




Prepared by Lori’s Custom Catering --phone 216-662-2277 --- MAILBOX #3
Dinner Consists of:
Beef Stroganoff, Noodles,
Side Salad, Rolls and Butter
Adults: $10.00 Children under 12 $8.00
EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED - PRE-ORDER ONLY TAKEOUT-Curbside Pickup– Ready to heat NO BAKERY-SERVING TIME 4-6 PM
Pickup at 10806 Granger Road—CLUB 4130

Please leave your complete name, phone number and
number of dinners you will be picking up. Thank you for
your continued patronage. If someone else is picking up leave their name also.

Holy Land Gifts
There will be a display of
handmade articles for sale after
all the Masses next weekend,
June 19th & 20th. When you
purchase these gifts, you are helping artisans in the Holy Land provide for their families who live and work with dignity in the region that is fraught with tension. Thank
you for supporting this project to keep the
Christians present in the Holy Land.

But there is Hope, and it is not very far away. All we have
to do is to place our Hope in the right Person. When Jesus
Christ came into the world, many difficulties existed that
seemed hopeless: the immorality of paganism, the cruelty
of the Roman Empire, the drudgery of living out one’s
daily existence, and then there was death, and the question
about what would happen afterwards.
Jesus was sent by the Father with a mission – to bring
Hope to this world. He brought Hope by telling all persons
that God loves each and every one of us. He taught us how
to love God, and how to love each other. He not only
taught this love, He showed it by the way He lived His life.
He was willing to die for us so that someday we could be
with Him in heaven. He rose from the dead to demonstrate
that there is truly life after death. He then ascended into
heaven after He told us His final message: “Go out to all
the world and tell the Good News”. Finally, He promised
that He would be with us until the end of time, while we
worked at completing this task.

Calvary Cemetery – Pre-Planning Seminar
The Catholic Cemeteries Association invites you to attend
a 1-hour pre-planning seminar on Saturday, June 26,
2021, at 1 p.m. Please join us to learn more about your
Catholic burial options, including options for cremated remains. Attendees will receive a personal reference guide
and savings certificate. Please know the CCA follows the
current CDC guidance regarding COVID-19 protocols. We kindly ask that you RSVP to this event at Calvary Cemetery – 10000 Miles Ave., Cleveland. RSVP
216/641-7575 ext. 2

Now we have a very important mission. Our job is to
spread this Hope to everyone we meet. We do this when
we live our lives according to Jesus’ teachings, when we
take a stand for the values that Jesus taught us by handing
them on to our families, when we refuse to support the evil
propaganda that our government, our media, and our high
tech industry is trying to force upon us. There is one
reason we can do this. We already know that in the end,
God will win a complete victory over evil. Our job now is to
stand with Jesus Christ, and to pray for His help in these
difficulties. There is Hope. It is found in our love of Jesus
Christ.
Fr. Thomas Haren

Memorial Bricks

The Holy Name Society will be
placing a memorial brick order
at the beginning of July. Bricks are available for $50.00. If you
are interested in buying a brick, please fill
out the order form and return it to the parish
office or drop it in the Sunday collection
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