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St. Monica

Catholic Church

13623 Rockside Road
Garfield Heights, Ohio
Parish Office:
(216) 662-8685
Fax: (216) 662-1245
website: saintmonicachurch.net

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380
Early Learning Center
(216) 475-3633

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00 am—
Noon on Wed. & Fri. We
request anyone who comes
to the parish office to please
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net by

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a
Christlike family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the
spiritual, educational and social needs of the community.

PARISH CLERGY

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for
parents. Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Jerome Lukachinsky,
Retired, in Residence
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Kathy Piggford,
Pastoral Council Chairman
Bill Simon

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking
full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
and Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish
Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are
available on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest
can be arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School
Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the
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LITURGY
SCHEDULE

Pastoral Scene

Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.
Sunday, June 20
Twelfth Sunday of Ordinary Time

9:00 Carole Mancini
10:45 People of the Parish
Monday, June 21
Saint Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious
8:00 Mary Ann Hejl

Tuesday, June 22
Weekday

8:00 Living & deceased members of Anne & Michael
Polomsky Family
Wednesday, June 23
Weekday

8:00 Lou Fike
Thursday, June 24
The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist

8:00 Richard Lenczewski
7:00 Religious Freedom Service
Friday, June 25
Weekday

8:00 Living & deceased members of Jim & Cathy Mack
and family
Saturday, June 26
Weekday
12:00 Wedding: Olivo/Nichols
3:15 Confessions

4:00 Florence Eppele
Sunday, June 27
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Please keep in your prayers the following members of
our Parish Community:
Joseph & Veronica Mayak, Ng Akui, Ralph Lovell, Robert Trende, Algaheim Babies, Thomas
Obojski, Frank Kovach, Sarah Burket, Patricia
Chesney, Allen Yakich, Toni Oden, Joan Kaczmarczyk, Larry Piechowiak, Carol & Gerald
DeLooze, Baby Harrison Justin, and Joanne
Reddinger. The names will remain in the bulletin for two
weeks. Please call the parish office if your name or a loved one’s
name needs to be added to the list. If you have a special intention you would like remembered in prayer, please call Lillian

Family of Jesus
Have you ever felt judged by your family? St. Paul
II noted that the family “is the cradle of life and
love.” Yet unmet expectations and divergent priorities can cause tension in even the most loving family
situations. This is true for us, and it was true for
Jesus!
Jesus has returned to his hometown, Nazareth. A
large crowd gathered, and Jesus finds himself facing
opposition from his family. This was likely Jesus’
large, extended family. The Semitic language has no
specific words for extended relatives, so everyone is
“brother” or “sister.” The entire clan has gotten
wind of Jesus’ preaching, and they are not amused.
“They set out to seize him, for they said, ‘He is out
of his mind.”’ To make matters worse, the religious
authorities even accuse Jesus of being possessed by
a demon. It’s a mess by any standards.
The family’s perspective is perhaps understandable.
In Jewish culture, teachers and scribes underwent
intensive schooling and apprenticeships, none of
which Jesus had done. The family knew Jesus the
carpenter, not Jesus the rabbi. For them, Jesus’ bold
preaching threatened the reputation of their family!
Jesus’ words to his family can seem controversial.
“Who are my mother and my brothers?” Yet Jesus
knows what he is about. He has always known he
would be about the business of his Heavenly Father.
And what is that business? It is the business of the
new covenant and the Kingdom of God. In this
Kingdom, we are all adopted sons and daughters of
the King. Jesus begins, even now, to expand the
perspective of his listeners. Being welcomed into
this family does not depend on our families of birth

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to the
family and friends of all of our parishioners who we have
lost during this pandemic. May they and all our faithful
departed, rest in peace.
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Religion Question of the Week
What does the word “Abba” mean in the Aramaic language? (Answer on page 4)

Did You Know?
Did you know that when St. Benedict’s Catholic School,
which is sponsored by both St. Monica Church and St.
Martin of Tours Church, opens next September, this institution will begin its tenth year of operation for our community?

III
I

Miranda Olivo & Time Nichols
Lucy Mervar & Maxx Brubaker

Join us every
Thursday at 6:00
pm in Church as
we pray the Rosary. All are invited.

One Liner
“All great things are simple and can be expressed in a single word: freedom, justice, honor, duty, mercy, hope”.
(Winston Churchill)

We are Hiring

ATTENTION LITURGICAL MINISTERS:
WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!
Lectors, Ushers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion, Altar Servers and Mass Coordinators who are now returning to Church are asked
to pray and consider reactivating your ministry on
a regularly scheduled basis. In order for our
weekend Masses to have the quality and vibrancy
they so richly deserve, we need your assistance. If
you are able to do so, please call Sue Shepka at

St. Benedict Daycare is
hiring part time assistants, 20-25 hours per
week to assist with
infants, toddlers, and
preschoolers. St. Benedict
Daycare is open year round Monday through
Friday. Flexible hours are available. Childcare
experience preferred. Candidates will need to be
Virtus trained and have an FBI/BCI background
check completed. Interested candidates please
submit a cover letter, resume, and three references to St. Benedict school principal, Mrs. Lisa

the Parish Office (216) 662-8685.

Vacation Bible School

Music Ministry Come, Join In Song!

St. Therese and Ss. Peter &
Paul Parishes are hosting a
Vacation Bible School called
Marvelous Mystery: The
Mass Comes Alive from July
12th to the 16th from 5:00 to
8:00 pm in the St. Therese Parish Hall and
Church.

Weathering our way through the Covid-19
Restrictions has brought us a unique opportunity. Now that we are able to sing at Mass again,
we would like to refresh and rebuild our Music
Ministry. We hope to unveil our new look (and
sound) at the parish celebration of our
Patronal Feast, which will take place at an outdoor Mass on Sunday, August 29th. In order to
do this, we need your help. If you are a singer
or musician who is willing and able to attend
one weekly rehearsal and minister at one of our
weekend Liturgies, we'd like to hear from you.

Each day your children will learn more about
the mystery of the mass through games,
crafts, music, and faith lessons. The registration fee is $25 which goes towards all the
supplies needed for the program and daily
dinners. The registration form can be found
at sttheresegarfield.org or call Joanna Parsons at 216-581-2852 for any questions.
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Stewardship Offertory Collections
June 13, 2021

MONDAY, June 21
4:15 p.m. Walking Group

TUESDAY, June 22
6:00 p.m. Flag Football (yard)

WEDNESDAY, June 23
6:00 p.m. Flag Football (yard)
7:00 p.m. G.A. (p)

THURSDAY, June 24
4:15 p.m. Walking Group
6:00 p.m. Rosary (+)
6:00 p.m. Flag Football (yard)
6:00 p.m. D.H.N. Mtg. (p)
7:00 p.m. Religious Freedom Service

Regular Offertory…………………………..$ 4,721.00
St. Monica Fund…………………………..$ 856.00
Misc. specials…………………..…………..$ 10.00
Next week will be the Peter’s Pence Collection, which is a way to
support the Universal Church and the work of the Holy See, including helping Pope Francis with the funds to carry out his charitable works. These works benefit our brothers and sisters on the
margins of society, including victims of war, oppression, and
disasters. Please be generous.

FRIDAY, June 25

Please continue to mail in your donations,
donate online or drop off at the office. You can also
drop your donation in the baskets in church.
Thank you for your continued support.

SATURDAY, June 26
7:30 a.m. Men of the Vine (ocu1&2)
11:00 a.m. RCIA (J)
2:00 G.A. (p)

Holy Land Gifts
There will be a display of handmade
articles for sale after all the Masses this
weekend, June 19th & 20th. When you
purchase these gifts, you are helping artisans in the Holy Land provide for their families who live and work with dignity in the
region that is fraught with tension. Thank
you for supporting this project to keep the
Christians present in the Holy Land.

Answer to This Week’s Religion Question
What does the word “Abba” mean in the Aramaic language?

Answer:
“Abba” means “Father”.

Funeral Liturgy Planning Ministry
St. Monica parish has always been noted for being a
caring and hospitable community. One of the ways we
can show our care and concern for others is by reaching out to them in a time of need.

Mass Coordinators Needed
The Mass Coordinator assists in preparing the sanctuary
and checking in other Liturgical Ministers before Mass.
After Mass, the coordinator helps with clearing the
sanctuary. Because handling the Blessed Sacrament is
part of the requirement of this ministry, the Mass Coordinator must also be an Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Communion.

Our Funeral Liturgy Planning Ministers contact the
family of one who has died and will be celebrating a
Mass of Christian Burial at our Parish. Meeting with
family members (by phone, internet, or in person),
the Planning Minister guides them in choosing appropriate scripture readings, music and other details that
will be used during the funeral Mass.

Mass Coordinators are scheduled in the same way as
other Liturgical Ministers, on a rotational basis. Since
more hands make for lighter work, our goal is have 3-4
ministers to rotate at each Mass, so we really need
your help!

This ministry requires a little bit of training. The
training sessions consist of three meetings (approx.
one hour each). Sessions are set up with Bob Soeder
on a mutually agreed upon basis.

If you are a Mass Coordinator that would like to return
to active ministry, please contact Sue Shepka at the Parish Office. If you would like information about becoming
a Mass Coordinator, contact Bob Soeder at the Parish
Office.

If you are a Planner that would like to return to active
ministry, or if you would like more information about
4

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

June 20, 2021

Part 1 of Postures and Gestures

We have a Drop Box!
There is now a mailbox
slot to the left of our office
door that you are able to drop keys off or even
your donations. This should help with those
who have difficulty with the stairs or having to
return keys after meetings or events. Any ques-

A Sign Language All Our Own
The Catholic Church has a sign language that all of us
participate in, but often have the fleeting reason ‘we have
always done this’ for doing so. The ‘postures and gestures
question’ was brought to my attention this year when three
of my four entrants into the Church at the Easter Vigil
referred to our gestures as “Catholic Sign Language” and
our positions as “Catholic Gymnastics.” Since I am committed to answering questions such as these, and not simply replying, ‘we have always done so’, I thought you also
might be interested in the history behind what we do. (And,
yes, I really learned a lot!)

Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus
Wednesday Night Dinners: June
Reservations by Sunday, June 27 ... 8PM
SPECIAL DATE Wednesday JUNE 30 -Breaded Pork Cutlet

Why do we stand?
From the earliest days of the Church, standing was understood as the posture of those who have risen with Christ in
Baptism which gave them a fuller share in the life of God.
In the Early Church, only those who were baptized were
allowed to fully participate in the Mass, and the ‘seekers’
were normally dismissed after the Gospel.

Prepared by Lori’s Custom Catering --phone 216-662-2277 --- MAILBOX #2
Dinner Consists of:
1 Pork Cutlet, Au Gratin Potatoes,
Broccoli Salad, Rolls and Butter
$10.00 per meal

Standing is a sign of respect and honor. Therefore, we
stand when the celebrant, who represents Christ, enters
EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED - PRE-ORDER ONLY
TAKEOUT-Curbside Pickup– Ready to heat and leaves the assembly. We stand for the proclamation of
the Gospel because it recalls the words and deeds of
NO BAKERY-SERVING TIME 4-6 PM
Jesus Christ. When we stand for the Creed, and other
prayers during the Mass, our posture symbolizes our humPickup at 10806 Granger Road—CLUB 4130
ble gratitude to God for creating and redeeming each one Please leave your complete name, phone number and
of us. We also stand for the reception of Communion in number of dinners you will be picking up. Please no
the United States because the bishops of the United States changes day of. Thank you for your continued patronagreed upon this position after revisions in Mass. (GIRM
160). In many other countries, those receiving Commun- Calvary Cemetery – Pre-Planning Seminar
ion, kneel.
The Catholic Cemeteries Association invites you to attend
Why do we sit?
a 1-hour pre-planning seminar on Saturday, June 26,
Sitting is the common posture of those who learn. The
2021, at 1 p.m. Please join us to learn more about your
assembly sits for the pre-Gospel readings and the homily,
Catholic burial options, including options for cremated reand when a period of meditation follows Communion.
mains. Attendees will receive a personal reference guide
and savings certificate. Please know the CCA follows the
current CDC guidance regarding COVID-19 protocols. We kindly ask that you RSVP to this event at Calvary Cemetery – 10000 Miles Ave., Cleveland. RSVP

Memorial Bricks
The Holy Name Society will be
placing a memorial brick order
at the beginning of July. Bricks are available for $50.00. If you are interested in buying a brick, please fill out the order form and
return it to the parish office or drop it in the
Sunday collection basket.
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