St. Monica

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
June 27, 2021

June 27, 2021

Catholic Church

13623 Rockside Road
Garfield Heights, Ohio
Parish Office:
(216) 662-8685
Fax: (216) 662-1245

website: saintmonicachurch.net

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380
Early Learning Center
(216) 475-3633
OCFCU (216) 663-6800

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00 am—
Noon on Wed. & Fri. We
request anyone who comes
to the parish office to please
wear a mask. Thank you.
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net by
NOON on Friday

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a
Christlike family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the
spiritual, educational and social needs of the community.

PARISH CLERGY

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for
parents. Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Jerome Lukachinsky,
Retired, in Residence
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Kathy Piggford,
Pastoral Council Chairman
Bill Simon
Finance Council Chairman

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking
full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
and Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish
Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are
available on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest
can be arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School
Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like
to receive communion, call the Parish Office.
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Pastoral Scene

LITURGY
SCHEDULE

Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.

Motivation Begins with Addressing
Our Own Needs

Sunday, June 27

Thirteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time

9:00 People of the Parish
10:45 Veronica Aini
Monday, June 28

Saint Irenaeus, Bishop and Martyr
8:00 Living & deceased members of Terri Hanzlick Family

Tuesday, June 29

Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles

8:00 Living & deceased members of Al & Dawn Hanzlick
Family
Wednesday, June 30
Weekday

8:00 Living & deceased members of Jim & Joan Clark
Family
Thursday, July 1
Weekday

8:00 John Spirka
Friday, July 2
Weekday

8:00 All Souls
Saturday, July 3

Saint Thomas, Apostle
3:15 Confessions

4:00 Living & deceased members of Mary Walker Family
Sunday, July 4

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00 Frank & Anna Keto
10:45 People of the Parish

Please keep in your prayers the following members of
our Parish Community:
Joseph & Veronica Mayak, Ng Akui, Ralph
Lovell, Robert Trende, Algaheim Babies,
Thomas Obojski, Frank Kovach, Sarah Burket,
Patricia Chesney, Allen Yakich, Toni Oden,
Larry Piechowiak, Carol & Gerald DeLooze,
Baby Harrison Justin. The names will remain in
the bulletin for two weeks. Please call the parish
office if your name or a loved one’s name needs to be added to
the list. If you have a special intention you would like remembered in prayer, please call Lillian Neptune (216) 662-5464.

Sometimes I feel as though planning downtime is
more work than it’s worth. Many of us have been
there – taking just a short time off now and again so
that things in the office or on the job don’t build up to
become overwhelming upon our return. On the surface, this concept may seem to have its merits, but
that’s really more of a perception than the reality. Our
minds and bodies need rest. Rest is not a selfish concept. As a matter of fact, God has insisted on this by
his own action in the book of Genesis and by his law
as stated in the third Commandment.
On the seventh day, after doing all of the work of creation, what did God do? He took the day off and
kicked back – not only to relax, but also to enjoy the
fruits of his work. This concept is so important that he
gave us the commandment, “Remember thou, keep
holy the LORD’s day.” The Church interprets this as
meaning that we should take time to worship God and
give him thanks for all that he has done for us – and
it’s absolutely essential that we do this – not only for
the sake of thanksgiving, but also to help us in forming a proper mindset about our own existence. God
invites us to rest with him and in him. We show God
the intensity of our thankfulness by taking specific
time (the LORD’s day) in a specific place (the Church)
to offer our prayers of gratefulness and adoration together as his people. But worship is about more than
that – it’s about ENJOYING and caring for God’s
gifts! It’s about taking care of our minds and bodies,
which are temples of the Holy Spirit – fantastic gifts
from God - that need to be cared for and well maintained.
Getting proper rest and exercise is crucial to our creativeness and longevity. From a certain point of view,
it can be said that not taking a proper and generous
amount of time for our physical, mental and spiritual
needs is selfish. We can’t give ourselves to others in
significant and meaningful ways if we lack in creativity, physical wholeness and the strong – positive mental attitudes that only rest and care for ourselves can
provide.
Just sayin'…
- Bob Soeder

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to the
family and friends of Larry Sabe, Joyce M. Kaminsky
and Rosemary Pennington who were buried this past
week. May they and all our faithful departed, rest in
peace.
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Religion Question of the Week
Into which body of water does the Jordon River flow?
(Answer on page 4)

Did You Know?

II

Lucy Mervar & Maxx Brubaker

Did you know that Pope Francis will be 85 years old in
December?

Join us every
Thursday at 6:00
pm in Church as
we pray the Rosary. All are invited.

One Liner
“There are no easy answers…We must have the courage
to do what we know is morally right”. (Ronald Reagan)

We are Hiring

ATTENTION LITURGICAL MINISTERS:
WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!
Lectors, Ushers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion, Altar Servers and Mass Coordinators who are now returning to Church are asked
to pray and consider reactivating your ministry on
a regularly scheduled basis. In order for our
weekend Masses to have the quality and vibrancy
they so richly deserve, we need your assistance. If
you are able to do so, please call Sue Shepka at
the Parish Office (216) 662-8685.

St. Benedict Daycare is
hiring part time assistants, 20-25 hours per
week to assist with
infants, toddlers, and
preschoolers. St. Benedict
Daycare is open year round Monday through
Friday. Flexible hours are available. Childcare
experience preferred. Candidates will need to be
Virtus trained and have an FBI/BCI background
check completed. Interested candidates please
submit a cover letter, resume, and three references to St. Benedict school principal, Mrs. Lisa
Oriti at loriti@stbenedictohio.com

Music Ministry Come, Join In Song!

Are You Retired?
Are you retired and looking for something which will
enhance your present lifestyle? Does there seem to be
something “missing” from your life? Maybe this will help
you – the weekday Mass.
Sometimes we believe that attending Mass is something we can do only on Sundays. That is not true. Every
day of the week God would like to spend some special
time with you at Mass. At this liturgical ceremony we
come into direct contact with Jesus Christ who loves us
very much. In the Mass we have a chance to love Him
back. There is something a little different about the weekday Mass. The community who attends this Mass is much
smaller, but very much engaged in being there. There is
an atmosphere of spirituality in to listening to the Word of
God and in receiving the Eucharist that is hard to describe, but it is real.
Please consider attending weekday Mass occasionally, and see what it does for your Spiritual Life. You may
find it a wonderful new experience in your time of retirement.
Fr. Thomas Haren

Weathering our way through the Covid-19
Restrictions has brought us a unique opportunity. Now that we are able to sing at Mass again,
we would like to refresh and rebuild our Music
Ministry. We hope to unveil our new look (and
sound) at the parish celebration of our
Patronal Feast, which will take place at an outdoor Mass on Sunday, August 29th. In order to
do this, we need your help. If you are a singer
or musician who is willing and able to attend
one weekly rehearsal and minister at one of our
weekend Liturgies, we'd like to hear from you.
Please call Bob Soeder at the Parish Office
(216) 662-8685.
THANK YOU!!!
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Stewardship Offertory Collections
June 20, 2021

MONDAY, June 28

4:15 p.m. Walking Group

TUESDAY, June 29

Regular Offertory…………………………..$ 5,197.00
St. Monica Fund…………………………..$ 240.00
Misc. specials…………………..…………..$ 209.00

WEDNESDAY, June 30

Today is the Peter’s Pence Collection, a worldwide collection that
supports the work of the Universal Church, including the work of
the Holy See and the charitable works of Pope Francis. Please
be generous.

4:15 p.m. Walking Group
6:00 p.m. Flag Football (yard)
7:00 p.m. Ward 7 Block Watch (p)
6:00 p.m. Flag Football (yard)
7:00 p.m. G.A. (p)

THURSDAY, July 1
4:15 p.m. Walking Group
6:00 p.m. Rosary (+)
6:00 p.m. Flag Football (yard)
7:00 p.m. Music Ministry (+)
FRIDAY, July 2
5:00 p.m. Baseball Org. (bllfld)
SATURDAY, July 3
2:00 p.m. Baptist Bible Study (p)
SUNDAY, July 4
7:00 p.m. A.A. (c)

Trinity High School is looking for
van drivers for the 2021-2022
school year. We have openings
for mornings and afternoons, for a
few days a week or up to 30 hours. For
more information, please contact Jenn
Newrones at 216-581-5753 or
newronesj@ths.org.
Answer to This Week’s Religion Question

Into which body of water does the Jordon River flow?
Answer:

The Dead Sea
Mass Coordinators Needed
The Mass Coordinator assists in preparing the sanctuary and checking in other Liturgical Ministers before
Mass. After Mass, the coordinator helps with clearing
the sanctuary. Because handling the Blessed Sacrament is part of the requirement of this ministry, the
Mass Coordinator must also be an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion.
Mass Coordinators are scheduled in the same way as
other Liturgical Ministers, on a rotational basis. Since
more hands make for lighter work, our goal is have 3-4
ministers to rotate at each Mass, so we really need
your help!
If you are a Mass Coordinator that would like to return
to active ministry, please contact Sue Shepka at the
Parish Office. If you would like information about becoming a Mass Coordinator, contact Bob Soeder at the
Parish Office.

Please continue to mail in your donations,
donate online or drop off at the office. You can also
drop your donation in the baskets in church.
Thank you for your continued support.
Special Gift

We would like to thank the members of the St. Monica
Guild for their donation of $3,000 to our parish. Over the
years, the Guild has made an annual gift to our parish
during the month of June. This past year, even during
the pandemic, they were able to raise these funds to
help St. Monica Church. We greatly appreciate this special gift.

Special Thanks
We would like to thank the Holy Name Society for their
special donation of $570 to St. Monica Church to pay for
the new air conditioner in the rectory chapel, and for the
new garage door opener. During this past year the Holy
Name Society has been very generous to our parish. We
thank them for their continued help.
The Garfield Heights Ward 7 Block Watch,
sponsored by Councilman Tom Vaughn, will
meet Tuesday, June 29th at 7:00 PM at St.
Monica’s outdoor pavilion. Our guest speaker will be Judge Deborah Nicastro. Trial size
toiletry items for our troops would be appreciated. All are
welcome. For more information call Gail, 216-662-9213.
Funeral Liturgy Planning Ministry
St. Monica parish has always been noted for being a caring
and hospitable community. One of the ways we can show our
care and concern for others is by reaching out to them in a time
of need.
Our Funeral Liturgy Planning Ministers contact the family of
one who has died and will be celebrating a Mass of Christian
Burial at our Parish. Meeting with family members (by phone,
internet, or in person), the Planning Minister guides them in
choosing appropriate scripture readings, music and other details that will be used during the funeral Mass.
This ministry requires a little bit of training. The training sessions consist of three meetings (approx. one hour each). Sessions are set up with Bob Soeder on a mutually agreed upon
basis.
If you would like more information about becoming a Funeral
Liturgy Planner, please contact Bob Soeder at the Parish
Office.
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A Sign Language All Our Own –

We have a Drop Box!
There is now a mailbox
slot to the left of our office
door that you are able to
drop keys off or even your donations. This
should help with those who have difficulty with
the stairs or having to return keys after meetings
or events. Any questions, please call the office.

What is the difference between Kneeling and
Genuflecting?
In the Baltimore Catechism, prayer is defined as “the
lifting up of the heart and mind to God.” In the celebration of the Mass, we worship not only with our
‘hearts and minds’, but also with our bodies. The postures and gestures we assume indicate in action what
we profess in our prayers.
For many Catholics, the terms ‘kneeling’ and
‘genuflecting’ are interchangeable. When someone I
know well and will not take offense, says, “I kneel before I get in the pew,” I may respond, “Technically, no.
You genuflect.” Although both physical actions require the same movement of bones and muscles, each
of these two postures signify a different response in
our faith.

Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus
Wednesday Night Dinners: June

Reservations by Sunday, June 27 ... 8PM
SPECIAL DATE Wednesday JUNE 30 -Breaded Pork Cutlet

Prepared by Lori’s Custom Catering --phone 216-662-2277 --- MAILBOX #2
Dinner Consists of:
1 Pork Cutlet, Au Gratin Potatoes,
Broccoli Salad, Rolls and Butter
$10.00 per meal

What does the posture of kneeling signify?
In the early Church, kneeling signified penance. In
fact, so thoroughly was kneeling identified with penance, that the early Christians were forbidden to
kneel on Sundays and during the Easter season when
the Liturgy was one of joy and thanksgiving.
In the Middle Ages, kneeling came to signify homage
to a king or lord, and became the proper posture toward the LORD of heaven and earth during Mass
Once the practice of Eucharistic adoration was instituted, kneeling came to signify adoration before the
presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. It is for this
reason that the bishops of the United States chose the
posture of kneeling during the entire Eucharistic
Prayer. We kneel after we pray or sing the “Holy, Holy, Holy.”

EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED - PRE-ORDER ONLY
TAKEOUT-Curbside Pickup– Ready to heat NO BAKERY-SERVING TIME 4-6 PM
Pickup at 10806 Granger Road—CLUB 4130

Please leave your complete name, phone number and
number of dinners you will be picking up. Please no
changes day of. Thank you for your continued patronage. If someone else is picking up - leave their name also.

Vacation Bible School
St. Therese and Ss. Peter &
Paul Parishes are hosting a
Vacation Bible School
called Marvelous Mystery:
The Mass Comes Alive from
July 12th to the 16th from
5:00 to 8:00 pm in the St.
Therese Parish Hall and
Church.

Genuflecting
We genuflect as a sign of adoration by bringing our
right knee to the floor. Normally, Catholics genuflect
when they enter (at their pew) and when they leave
(their pew and church) if the Blessed Sacrament if
present. The priest also genuflects in adoration after
he raises the Body and Blood of Christ to the people
after consecration and again before inviting the assembly to receive Holy Communion.
Sr. Helene Each day your children will learn more about

the mystery of the mass through games,
crafts, music, and faith lessons. The registration fee is $25 which goes towards all the
supplies needed for the program and daily
dinners. The registration form can be found
at sttheresegarfield.org or call Joanna Parsons at 216-581-2852 for any questions.

Memorial Bricks
The Holy Name Society will be placing a memorial brick order at the beginning of July. Bricks are available
for $50.00. If you are interested in buying a brick,
please fill out the order form and return it to the parish office or drop it in the Sunday collection basket.

Registration ends July 6th.
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