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Catholic Church

13623 Rockside Road
Garfield Heights, Ohio
Parish Office:
(216) 662-8685
Fax: (216) 662-1245

website: saintmonicachurch.net

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380
Early Learning Center
(216) 475-3633
OCFCU (216) 663-6800

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00
am— Noon on Wed. & Fri.
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net
by NOON on Friday

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a
Christlike family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the
spiritual, educational and social needs of the community.

PARISH CLERGY

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for parents.
Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Jerome Lukachinsky,
Retired, in Residence
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Joseph Ungarsky
Pastoral Council Chairman
Bill Simon
Finance Council Chairman

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking
full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
and Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish
Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are available
on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest can be
arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School
Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like to
receive communion, call the Parish Office.
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Pastoral Scene

LITURGY
SCHEDULE

Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.
Sunday, July 25

Seventeenth Sunday of Ordinary Time

9:00 Jenny & Patrick Ballato
10:45 People of the Parish
Monday, July 26

Saints Joachim and Anne, Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary

8:00 Ernest Folton
Tuesday, July 27
Weekday

8:00 Lou Fike
Wednesday, July 28
Weekday

8:00 John R. Sigmund
Thursday, July 29
Saint Martha

8:00 Joyce Travnik
Friday, July 30
Weekday

8:00 Dennis Woloszynek
Saturday, July 31

Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Priest

3:15 Confessions
4:00 People of the Parish
5:00 Baptism
Sunday, August 1

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00 Sray and Supan Families
10:45 Frank Winter
11:45 Baptism

Please keep in your prayers the following members of
our Parish Community:
Pat Zelle, Robyn Buckley, Anthony Lupica,
Marge Netzband, John Spadaro, Charles Sanna,
Lisa and Gaylene Bielawski, Joanne Reddinger,
Toni Oden, Joan Kaczmarczyk, Joseph and
Veronica Mayak, Ralph Lovell, Algaheim
Babies, Frank Kovach, Sarah Burket, Allen
Yakich, Larry Piechowiak, Carol & Gerald
DeLooze, Baby Harrison Justin. The names will remain in the
bulletin for two weeks. Please call the parish office if your name
or a loved one’s name needs to be added to the list. If you have a
special intention you would like remembered in prayer, please
call Lillian Neptune (216) 662-5464.

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to
the family and friends of Charles Sanna who was
buried this past week. May he and all our faithful
departed, rest in peace.

Be a Missionary 2021
Reflecting on Paul’s work and words, I am
reminded of my grandfather when I told him
about my intention to study for the priesthood.
His response to me was: “Grandson, become a
missionary!” I was a bit surprised at his remark
because my image of becoming a missionary
was to travel to some far away land. As I entered the seminary and began my studies, I realized the missionary call was in following the
call to the priesthood. More so, the call to be a
missionary comes with the Sacrament of Baptism.
To be a missionary means to “evangelize”, that
is, to teach the good News of Jesus Christ when
convenient and inconvenient. In reading
about the Russian people during the time of
the Soviet regime, the faith was kept alive
through the elderly, especially the grandmothers, who would quietly have their grandchildren baptized and teach them about faith in
Jesus Christ. In this quiet way, the faith in Christ
was kept alive during those turbulent times. I
am sure that their example can be applied to
our present day.
Since many of you are limited in your travel,
know that your example and your piety have
an affect on your family and those who care
for you. The number of times I hear that your
prayers are being offered for others and your
asking for prayers , humble me in my ministry as
a Catholic Priest.
Being a “missionary” and spreading the message of Jesus takes many forms. I would like to
commend to your prayers, the women and
men who work behind the scenes preparing
for Masses here at St. Monica. Their dedication
has been a part of the Ministry of the Parish.

May your summer be peaceful and full of
God’s love.
Fr.Ted Marszal
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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Religion Question of the Week
What is a sin of omission?
( Answer on page 4)
Did You Know?
Did you know that the first “Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion for St. Monica Church were commissioned in October, 1970?
One Liner
“It has been said that courage is fear that has said its
prayers”.
Revelation as Biblical Literature
There is a very good reason why Revelation is the final book in
the New Testament, and was “squeezed” into the canon in the
4th century. The Muratorian Canon, which is believed to date to
200 A.D., is the earliest compilation of canonical texts resembling the New Testament did not contain it. Revelation was
almost not included in the canon at all. Many of the presbyters
in attendance at the Council of Nicaea didn’t want it in the Bible.
For reasons we can only speculate about, the decision to include it was made at the last minute -- truly a cliffhanger. AND,
had Jesus not preached about end times as recorded in the
Gospels, our Bible might look very different today.
First, it is important to clarify that Revelation was written by John
of Patmos, NOT John the Apostle. This is an important distinction, and was one of the primary reasons why initial leaders of
the Church wanted the book excluded from the canon. It was
difficult to see this book as inspired by God, even though
throughout the text John refers to God telling him to “write what
he is told.” Nevertheless, the inclusion of Revelation into canon
came at the insistence of Athanasius, (described as a ‘fiery
fourth century bishop), who argued that this scroll was read in
the early Church and honored by the early Christians.
In 70 A.D., the Romans stormed Jerusalem, burning down its
sacred temple and leaving the city in ruins. With the loss of the
Temple, early Christians hoped they would be able to worship
safely but their lives became radically different because of the
rise of violent persecutions and other formidable obstacles initiated by Rome. Revelation became a letter of encouragement to
the followers of Jesus throughout the persecutions.
Revelation is not about the end of the world but about the fall of
the Roman Empire, and its purpose was to strengthen the faith
of the members of the seven churches by giving them (and us)
the assurance that deliverance from the evil powers fighting
against them was close at hand. The powers of darkness will
consistently fight against the Church but the Church will always
triumph over its persecutors! This assurance is as relevant for
us as it was for them.
Since the Early Church was viewed as the enemy of Rome,
Revelation is written in a type of code that uses the symbolism
and war-like imagery to describe participation in God's eschatological victory over evil. Writing in code was necessary because
to write critically of Rome, her emperors, and its ministers was
to set oneself up for death. It was wise to keep direct criticism
to oneself!
I hope this article helps you to understand Revelation’s
‘beginnings’ a little better. There is more to come! My next installment will explain the symbolism presented in Revelation.
Stay tuned!!
Stay strong in the faith!

Sister Helene

July 25, 2021

Join us every
Thursday at 6:00
pm in Church as
we pray the Rosary. All are invited.
In Loving Memory of
Fr. Jerome Lukachinsky
On June 30th of this year we
received the sad news of the
passing of Fr. Jerome
Lukachinsky. He has been a
resident of our parish staff for
over thirteen years. Fr. Jerome was ordained for
the Priesthood in the Diocese of Cleveland on May
28, 1988. He previously served at several parishes
including St. John Nepomucene in Cleveland, St.
Bridget of Kildare in Parma Heights, and St. William’s in Euclid Ohio. One of his marks of distinction regarding our parish is the fact that he was
the last seminarian from our parish to be ordained
for the Diocese of Cleveland. His mother, Donna
Rae Lukachinsky, was at one time a secretary for
St. Monica Church during the pastorship of Fr.
Hugh Gallagher. Fr. Jerome had a special devotion to Mass, the Eucharist, and the Sacrament of
Penance. One of his special interests was serving
as Chaplain for the James A. Garfield Camp #142
of the Sons of Union Veterans of the American Civil War. His Wake Service and Vespers was celebrated by Bishop Edward Malesic, and his Funeral Mass was celebrated by Bishop Martin Amos
here at St. Monica Church on Thursday, July 8th.
We will miss his presence at weekend Masses. God
bless Fr. Lukachinsky.
Confirmation – it isn’t just for
Eighth Graders
While it is customary to think of Confirmation as the
sacrament that is received by students during the
year they graduate from elementary school, for one
reason of another, Catholics may have reached
adulthood without having had the opportunity to celebrate their final Sacrament of Initiation.
The Sacrament of Confirmation is required if you plan to be a
sponsor at Baptism or at Confirmation. If you are an older teen
or an adult who wishes to be confirmed, please contact Sister Helene at the Parish Office (216-662-8685 x191).
Saint Monica Parish will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation at the 4:00 PM Mass on Saturday, November 20,
2021. Preparation sessions for this sacrament will begin in
September.
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MONDAY, July 19

4:15 p.m. Walking Group

July 18, 2021

TUESDAY, July 20

6:00 p.m. SVDP Mtg. (p)

WEDNESDAY, July 21

4:00 p.m. RCIA (J)
5:00 p.m. Baseball Organization (bllfld)
7:00 p.m. G.A. (p)

Regular Offertory……………………………$ 5,423.00
St. Monica Fund…………………………..$ 642.00

THURSDAY, July 22

4:15 p.m. Walking Group
5:00p.m. Adult Confirmation (F)
6:00 p.m. Rosary (+)
6:00 p.m. D.H.N. Meeting (p)

Please continue to mail in your donations,
donate online or drop off at the office. You can also
drop your donation in the baskets in church.
Thank you for your continued support.

FRIDAY, July 23

5:00 p.m. Baseball Org. (bllfld)

SATURDAY, July 24

11:00 a.m. RCIA (F)
2:00 p.m. Baptist Bible Study (p)

Special thanks to the members of the Holy Name
Society who landscaped the area on the north side of
the Church. Their work during the excessive warm
days of July is much appreciated. This would have
been a major expense to our parish had we asked a
professional landscaping company for their help.
Also, thanks again to the Holy Name Society members
who helped to clean out the brush on the northern side
of the Church grounds.

SUNDAY, July 25
7:00 p.m. A.A. (p)

Answer to This Week’s Religion Question

What is a sin of omission?
Answer:

This is a sinful willful omission of a moral obligation one
has in life – example: Missing Mass on Sunday when one
is able to attend.

Special thanks to the Guild
Members and parish staff
who helped in the preparation of Fr. Montavon’s 60th
Anniversary of his Ordination
which was celebrated last Sunday.

We are Hiring
St. Benedict Daycare is hiring part time assistants, 2025 hours per week to assist
with infants, toddlers, and
preschoolers. St. Benedict
Daycare is open year round Monday through
Friday. Flexible hours are available. Childcare
experience preferred. Candidates will need to be
Virtus trained and have an FBI/BCI background
check completed. Interested candidates please
submit a cover letter, resume, and three references to St. Benedict school principal, Mrs. Lisa
Oriti at loriti@stbenedictohio.com

St. Monica Homecoming Picnic & Raffle
Many thanks to all who have contributed
so far for the St. Monica Homecoming Picnic & Raffle which will be held on Sunday,
August 29th. To date we have received almost $2,500 in sponsorships, and $6,250 in
donations.
Be sure to mark your calendars now so you
can attend the festivities on that day!
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The Franciscan Way 2021 and Beyond

WARD & BLOCK WATCH

The Sisters of St. Joseph of the Third
Order of St. Francis would like to invite you to a
virtual conference featuring two Franciscan
speakers that will share their understandings of
the Franciscan Way. There will also be a panel
on the second day to share their ideas. The dates
of this event are July 23rd and July 24th. For
more information about this free program and
how to register, please go the website: https://
ssj-tosf.org/event/the-franciscan-way-2021-andbeyond-a-virtual-gathering/

The Garfield Heights Ward 7
Block Watch, sponsored by
Councilman Tom Vaughn, will
meet Tuesday, July 27th at 7:00 PM at St. Monica’s outdoor pavilion. Trial size toiletry items for
our troops would be appreciated. All are welcome. For more information call Gail, 216-6629213.

St. Vincent De Paul Food Pantry
Our Pantry is low on the following Items:
Pancake Mix/Syrup, Cake Mix, Jiffy Mix, Cookies, Fruit Bars, Pretzels, Popcorn, Jello, Assorted Snacks, Ravioli, Spaghetti Cans, Strawberry/Grape Jam, Chicken Noodle Soup, and Pork
n Beans

Don’t miss out on an amazing day of faith, family and
fun at this year’s FEST on August 8th. This year the
event will be held at Brookside Reservation. Come
and enjoy the best Christian artists/bands: We are
Messengers, Tauren Wells, Danny Gokey, and For
King and Country. Get all the details and ticket information by going to: www/theFEST.us.

Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus
Wednesday Night Dinners: July

Men are you looking for some
spiritual growth?

Reservations by Sunday, July 25..8PM $10.00 per dinner

Wednesday, July 28—City Chicken

We are a ministry built upon the essential Catholic
components of the Word of God, the teaching of the
church and the Sacraments with the Eucharist as its
center. Our focus is to deepen and support our Catholic faith and grow spiritually. We are members of
Catholic Men’s Fellowship which has both regional
and national origins. We are a prayer group that
promotes men in partnership with Jesus Christ. We
hope that by coming together as men, we will challenge one another, spiritually and provide each other with fellowship. We gather to develop a more
meaning full relationship with Jesus Christ through
study and practicing our faith in the everyday world.
Our group is known in the parish as Men of the
Vine. Welcome to all who are interested. We meet
the second and fourth Saturday of each month in the
Aftercare room of the school. Note our new time:

Prepared by Lori’s Custom Catering --phone 216-662-2277 --- MAILBOX # 2

Dinner Consists of:
1 large City Chicken, Mashed Potatoes, Vegetable, and
Watermelon Wedge $10.00 per meal
EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED - PRE-ORDER ONLY
Curbside Pickup– Ready to heat NO BAKERY-SERVING TIME 4-6 PM
Pickup at 10806 Granger Road—CLUB 4130

Please leave your complete name, phone number and
number of dinners you will be picking up. Please no
changes day of. Thank you for your continued patronage. If someone else is picking up - leave their name also.

With the COVID-19 restrictions being lifted, we are thinking of bringing back sit down meals. We are asking if
you, our customers, are interested in coming back. When
reserving your dinners, please let us know of your vote.
If this happens, it will be the LAST WEDNESDAY only. The second Wednesday will stay as take-out.
The bulletins and voicemails will keep you updated.

8:30 am to 10:00 am. Call Jerry Perchinske 216269-9525 for any questions!
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