
OUR MISSION 
We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a Christlike family, welcoming all 

people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the spiritual, 
educational and social needs of the community. 

13623 Rockside Road, Garfield Heights, OH 
Office: (216) 662-8685  |  Fax: (216) 662-1245 

Website: saintmonicachurch.net 

ST. MONICA 
C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  

AUGUST 

27 
2023 

Masses 
Saturday  |  4:00pm 
Sunday  |  9:00 and 10:45am 
Monday - Friday  |  8:00am 

Confession 
Saturday  |  3:15pm 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday  |  8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Friday  |   8:00 am - Noon 
Saturday & Sunday  |   Closed 

Parish Clergy 
Rev. John J. Mullee, Pastor 
Rev. Theodore Marszal 
Retired, in Residence 
Stan Drozell, Deacon 

Pastoral Staff 
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz SSJ-TOSF 
Parish Catechetical Leader 
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net 
Molly Grunau,  
Director of Liturgy and Music 
Diane O’Neill, Business Manager 
Susan Shepka, Office Manager 
Joseph Ungarsky,  
Pastoral Council Chairman 
Bill Simon, Finance Council Chairman 
Bob Soeder, Web Master 

Bulletin Announcements 
Email: srjoyce@saintmonicachurch.net 
by NOON on Friday 

Additional Contacts 
St. Benedict  |  (216) 662-9380 
Early Learning Center  |  (216) 475-3633 
OCFCU  |  (216) 663-6800 

Welcome! 

Art work for the week is 
on the LPI website 

4lpi.com 
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Prayer to St. Monica 

Intercede for me, dear St. Monica,  
that God may favorably hear my plea for  

(names of those you are praying for)  
and grant me the grace to accept  

His will in all things,  
through Jesus Christ,  

our Lord, in the unity of the  
Holy Spirit, One God forever and ever.  

Amen…. St. Monica Pray for Us. 

This Week’s Highlight Pastoral Scene 

St. Monica   
 

   This year the feast of St. Monica falls on 
Sunday. Because it is the Patronal Feast of 
the Parish, the Mass for St. Monica is cele-
brated rather than the Sunday of Ordinary 
Time. In many parts of the world the feast 
day of the Parish is celebrated with a pro-
cession and other celebrations. We have an 
outdoor Mass with our Parish gathering.  
 

   St. Monica has a special place in our 
hearts because she is the Patron of the 
Parish. When you think about her life, it was 
filled with many challenges.  Her husband 
was a challenge, her mother-in -law was a 
challenge and later her son,  
Augustine, was a challenge. Through it all, 
Monica was steadfast in her faith in God. 
She truly was a woman of Prayer and  
fidelity in doing God’s will. She had much 
patience which brought about the  
conversion of her husband and mother-in-
law to the Catholic faith. Her son,  
Augustine, took much longer. Finally, her 
prayers were answered with him being  
baptized in Milan by St. Ambrose. 
 

   In our own day, we are challenged by 
much apathy about our Catholic Faith.  
Having St.  Monica, as the Patron of our 
Parish, she becomes for us a special patron 
in times of struggle, especially concerning 
family members. For each of us who belong 
to the parish, she gives us the added cour-
age to see in her example of faithfulness 
and trust in God’s plan, that God’s grace 
will prevail. 
 

Happy and blessed feast day to all of you. 
Father Ted Marszal  

 

Please continue to mail in your donations, donate 
online or drop off at  the office.  You can also drop 

your donation in the baskets in church. 

Thank you for your continued support 
 

Please  note our average weekly expenses are $13,546.00 

STEWARDSHIP FOR AUGUST 20, 2023 
          Sunday Offering ……………….....$ 4,990.71 
          St. Monica Fund………………......$     334.00 
          Misc. Special Envelopes……...…..$     328.00 
          Assumption………………..……....S    820.00 

P A S T O R A L   S C E N E  

This Sunday 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Sunday, August 27 
Feast of St. Monica 
9:00am     George Stepanik 
10:45am   People of the Parish 
Monday, August 28 
St. Augustine, Bishop & Doctor 
of the Church 
8:00am     Melissa Moczulski &         
  Baby Grandchild 
Tuesday, August 29 
Passion of St. John the Baptist 
8:00am     Richard Krawczyk   
Wednesday, August 30 
Weekday  
8:00am       Antoinette Stybel 
 
 

 
Thursday, August 31 
Weekday 
8:00am       Dave Karpa 

Friday, September 1 
Weekday 
8:00am       Living & deceased           
 Nancy & Skip Potter 
 Family 
Saturday, September 2 
Weekday 
4:00pm       Elise Shipta 
Sunday, September 3 
Twenty-Second Sunday of 
Ordinary Time 
9:00am     Ken & Darlene    
          Rumienski   (W. Anniversary) 

Please Pray For the Parishioners Listed Below 
 

Karen Guzy, Marilyn, Paul Lysobey, Pat Dzurilla,  

Katie Medvetz, Rose Ann Heineman, Joan Fisher,  

Diane Petras Minns, Lisa Bielawski, Anthony Lupica,  

Gerald & Carol DeLoose,  

 

Please call the parish office if you would like to 
add a name to this list.  

If you have a special intention you would like 
remembered in prayer,  

please call Lillian Naptune  
(216)662-5464 

 

Our sincere sympathy  
and prayers are extended  

for the family and friends of:  
Ruth Polak 

 Who was recently buried.  
 May she and all of our dearly  

departed rest in peace 

SUPPORT OUR  
SEMINARIANS  

Please pray for the  
Seminarians of the  
Cleveland Diocese  

Please join us in praying for  
the following seminarians  

this week:   

Monday: Daniel LaPolla 
 

Tuesday: Ryan Walsh   

 

Wednesday: Craig Ziobert 
 

Thursday: Johannes  
                     Benninghoff 

 

Friday: Dc Kevin Bertleff  
 

Saturday: Dc Michael Garvin 
 

Sunday: Pray for  
Pope Francis                 

P R A Y E R   

Join us every Thursday at 6:00 pm 
in Church as we pray the Rosary.  

 All are invited.   
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Holiness Runs in the Family 
 

 

Raising faithful children is no 
easy task. For St. Monica, it 
seemed nearly impossible. Her 
husband wasn’t Christian and 
o en mocked her faith. Their 
son, Augustine, fell quickly into 
wild ways. He and his friends 
drank, stole, and caroused 
throughout town. Monica never 
stopped praying for Augustine, 
no matter how far he strayed. 
Augustine became swept up in 
heresy, a false form of Christian-
ity. He lived with a mistress and 
had a child out of wedlock. All 
the while, Monica kept praying. 
Conversion came slowly to  
Augustine, but at age 32, he was 
finally baptized. Augustine 
would go on to become a priest, 
then bishop, then world-
renowned theologian whose 
works have stood the test of 
time. May St. Monica and St. 
 Augustine inspire us to never 
stop praying for our loved 
ones. 

T H I S  W E E K  
 

Activities CALENDAR 
Monday,  August 28 
4:00 pm  Fall Sports Practice (g) 
4:15 pm  Walking Class (J) 
7:00 pm  H.N. Board Meeting (c) 
Tuesday, August 29 
 4:00 pm  Fall Sports Practice (g) 
Wednesday , August 30 
4:00 pm Fall Sports Practice (g) 
6:30 pm  G.A. Meeting (p)  
Thursday,   August 31 
4:00 pm Fall Sports Practice (g) 
4:15 pm Walking Class (J) 
7:00 pm Ward 7 Watch Meeting (p) 
Friday,  September 1 
4:00 pm Fall Sports Practice (g) 
Sunday,  September 3 
7:30 pm  A.A. Meeting (c) 

The Garfield Heights  
Ward 7 Block Watch,  

sponsored by  
Councilman Tom Vaughn,  

will meet Thursday,  
August 31st at 7:00 PM  

at St. Monica’s outdoor pavilion. 
 Guest speakers will be members of the  

G.H. Senior Center who will be  
informing us about their programs.   

All are welcome.  
For more information call Gail, 216-662-9213.  

Protecting God's Children  

The Diocese of Cleveland's  
"Protecting God's Children" program is a  

continuing effort to instruct and inform everyone 
about the protection of  

children from sexual abuse. 
 To report any past or present suspected  

inappropriate behavior toward children by priests, 
deacons, religious, lay ecclesial ministers or per-

sonnel associated with the Church,  
please contact the  

Diocesan Response Service Office  
at 216-334-2999 or via  email at  

response_services@dioceseofcleveland.org.  
You are also asked to immediately inform local 

authorities about inappropriate behavior.   



5 
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Almost Time For 
Sandwich Saturday’s 

 
 

 

September 9th will be our 
first sandwich making  

Saturday  
a er the summer break. 

All Are WELCOME  
to “spread” the fun.  

Sandwich making begins at 
9:00am, Saturday  

September 9th in the  
basement of the  

parish office and the joy of 
assisting in feeding the  

hunger never ends. 

 Thursday,  
August 31st 



 

6 St. Monica Catholic Church  |  Garfield Heights, OH 

O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Eucharistic Procession 
Legion of Mary of the Diocese of Cleveland invites you to a traditional Eucharistic Proces-
sion on Saturday, September 2, 2023 beginning with Holy Mass at 11am at the Cathedral of 
St. John the Evangelist in Cleveland. The event consists of Holy Mass celebrated by Fr.  
Kevin Estabrook, Legion of Mary Spiritual Director, a procession through the streets of 
downtown Cleveland while singing hymns in honor of our Eucharistic Lord Jesus and the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, and a return to the Cathedral for the recitation of the Rosary and  
closing prayers. RSVP is not required and all are welcome to attend. Worship Aid is  
provided.  

For more information please email contact@legionofmarynorthernohio.org  or  
https://www.facebook.com/legionofmarynorthernohio/ . 

Garfield Heights  
Knights of Columbus 

Wednesday Night Dinners 
Wednesday September 6 

Chicken Parmesan 
Cost $13.00 

Reservations Due by Friday 
 September 1 @ 8pm 
Phone 216-662-2277  

Prepared by Lori’s Catering 
Dinner Consists of: 

Chicken Parmesan with pasta, 
 Broccoli, Roll & Butter 

EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED 
PRE-ORDER ONLY 

Curbside Pickup—Ready to heat 
NO BAKERY. 

Serving Time 4-6 PM 
Pickup at 10806 Granger Road 

Clun 4130.  
Please leave your complete name, phone 

number and number of dinners you will be 
picking up.  

Please no changes day of service. 
Thank you for your continued patronage.  

If someone else is picking up— 
leave their name also. 

 

Pray for All those  

displaced by  

natural disasters.  
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Saint Monica’s Story 
 

   The circumstances of St. Monica’s life could have made her a nagging wife, a bitter daughter-in-
law, and a despairing parent, yet she did not give way to any of these temptations. Although she 
was a Christian, her parents gave her in marriage to a pagan, Patricius, who lived in her hometown 
of Tagaste in North Africa. Patricius had some redeeming features, but he had a violent temper and 
was licentious. Monica also had to bear with a cantankerous mother-in-law who lived in her home. 
Patricius criticized his wife because of her charity and piety, but always respected her. Monica’s 
prayers and example finally won her husband and mother-in-law to Christianity. Her husband died 
in 371, one year after his baptism.     

   Monica had at least three children who survived infancy. The oldest, Augustine, is the most fa-
mous. At the time of his father’s death, Augustine was 17 and a rhetoric student in Carthage. Mon-
ica was distressed to learn that her son had accepted the Manichean heresy—”all flesh is evil”—
and was living an immoral life. For a while, she refused to let him eat or sleep in her house. Then 
one night she had a vision that assured her Augustine would return to the faith. From that time on, 
she stayed close to her son, praying and fasting for him. In fact, she often stayed much closer than 
Augustine wanted.     

   When he was 29, Augustine decided to go to Rome to teach rhetoric. Monica was determined to 
go along. One night he told his mother that he was going to the dock to say goodbye to a friend. In-
stead, he set sail for Rome. Monica was heartbroken when she learned of Augustine’s trick, but she 
still followed him. She arrived in Rome only to find that he had left for Milan. Although travel was 
difficult, Monica pursued him to Milan.     

   In Milan, Augustine came under the influence of the bishop, St. Ambrose, who also became Mon-
ica’s spiritual director. She accepted his advice in everything and had the humility to give up some 
practices that had become second nature to her. Monica became a leader of the devout women in 
Milan as she had been in Tagaste.     

   She continued her prayers for Augustine during his years of instruction. At Easter 387, St. Am-
brose baptized Augustine and several of his friends. Soon after, his party left for Africa. Although no 
one else was aware of it, Monica knew her life was near the end. She told Augustine, “Son, nothing 
in this world now affords me delight. I do not know what there is now left for me to do or why I am 
still here, all my hopes in this world being now fulfilled.” She became ill shortly after and suffered 
severely for nine days before her death.     

   Almost all we know about St. Monica is in the writings of St. Augustine, especially 
his Confessions. 
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O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  
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R E A D I N G S  &  S O N G S  

Feast of St. Monica |  August 27, 2023 

Entrance Chant       745   One Spirit, One Church 
 

First Reading       Isaiah 22:19-23 
 

Thus says the LORD to Shebna, master of the palace: 
"I will thrust you from your office 
and pull you down from your station. 
On that day I will summon my servant 
Eliakim, son of Hilkiah; 
I will clothe him with your robe, 
and gird him with your sash, 
and give over to him your authority. 
He shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
and to the house of Judah. 
I will place the key of the House of David on Eliakim's shoulder; 
when he opens, no one shall shut, 
when he shuts, no one shall open. 
I will fix him like a peg in a sure spot, 
to be a place of honor for his family." 
 

The Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 138:1-3, 6, 8 
 

R. (8bc) Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands. 
 

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my heart, 
for you have heard the words of my mouth; 
in the presence of the angels I will sing your praise; 
I will worship at your holy temple. 
 

R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands. 
 

I will give thanks to your name, 
because of your kindness and your truth: 
When I called, you answered me; 
you built up strength within me. 
 

R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands. 
 

The LORD is exalted, yet the lowly he sees, 
and the proud he knows from afar. 
Your kindness, O LORD, endures forever; 
forsake not the work of your hands. 
 

R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands. 
 

Second Reading       Romans 11:33-36 
 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  How inscrutable are his judg-
ments and how unsearchable his ways! 
For who has known the mind of the Lord 
or who has been his counselor? 
Or who has given the Lord anything 
that he may be repaid? 
For from him and through him and for him are all things.  To him be glory forever. Amen. 
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R E A D I N G S  &  S O N G S  

Gospel       Matthew 16:13-20 
 

Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi and he asked his disciples, "Who do people say 
that the Son of Man is?"  They replied, "Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jere-
miah or one of the prophets."  He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"  Simon Peter 
said in reply, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  Jesus said to him in reply, "Blessed 
are you, Simon son of Jonah.  For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly 
Father.  And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.  I will give you the keys to the kingdom of 
heaven.  Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven."  Then he strictly ordered his disciples to tell no one that he was the 
Christ. 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., 
Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 
 

Offertory Chant       467   Jesus the Lord 
 

Communion Chant       Lord, I Am Not Worthy (see below) 
 
The Concluding Rites       566   Holy God, We Praise Thy Name 



 3-E-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                14-1572

ST. JOHN FUNERAL HOME
Originated in the Buckeye Community of Cleveland in 1913

PRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNINGPRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNING

www.stjohnfh.com
16381 Chillicothe Rd.
Bainbridge Twp, OH
(440) 708-1855

923 Broadway Ave.
Bedford, OH

(440) 232-1155

 Mr. Pipeline’s
 Plumbing

Residential-Commercial
Licensed-Insured

Over 20 years in the plumbing business!
– SENIOR DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE! –

Call us: (216) 701-5971

Fortuna
funeral home

216-520-7335
7076 Brecksville Rd., Independence

5316 Fleet Ave., Cleveland
www.fortunafuneralhome.com

TEAR OFFS - RE-ROOFS
FREE ESTIMATES

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT
 Superior Quality
 at Affordable Prices
www.All-StarRoofingCo.com

A+

ALL-STAR
ROOFING CO.
216-332-0098

Ohio
CatholicMatch.com/OH

Life Insurance Since 1879
Licensed in Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Ohio

Annuity/IRA for Insurance Member
• 1 year 4.25%  • 2 year 3.5%  • 5 year 4%

Please contact our office for more information.
Rates Subject to change.

(216) 341-0444 F www.czechccu.org

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Jason Novicky

jnovicky@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6542
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www.KuchtasAutomotive.com

Kuchta’s
AUTOMOTIVE

14255 Granger Rd
Maple Heights
216.587.5626

Complete Auto, Van,
 & Light Truck Repair

A.S.E Certified
3rd Generation Family 

Owned & Operated

Garfield Heights

5680 Turney Rd.
Garfield Hts.

216.662.8719

the helpful  p lace

 STATION TAVERN

Full Menu at Website
Station43Tavern.com

440-836-0043
solon, ohio

 SERVICE INSTALLATION SERVICE INSTALLATION
Heating • Air Conditioning • Ventilating

216.663.2300
COmmERCIAL • INduSTRIAL • INSTITuTIONAL

Burials, Cremations, Entombments, Prearrangement Services
Estate Planning Services, Complete Luncheon Facilities

Monument & Floral Selections

356 W. Aurora Road, Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
www.ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

Celebrating Life Since 1927

216-663-0663 | www.radair.com

$20 OFF Any 
Service Over $100

 4747 Turney Road 6505 Brecksville Road
 Garfield Heights, OH 44125 Independence, OH 44131

216-883-3900
gdfh.net

Four Generations of Quality Service

216-341-3413

Grande Oaks/ 
Grande Pavilion

Hiring RNs, LPNs, STNAs,
CNAs, Pandemic Aides.  

Apply within or call
440-658-1459 

Labella
L A W N C A R E  I N C .
A Weekly Maintenance 

& Landscaping Company
 

Senior, Military and Parish Discounts
216-390-3351

New Customers Receive 1 year FREE Fertilization

Lighting the Way for Senior Care:
Independent Living • Assisted Living 

Memory Care • Short-term Respite Stays

LIGHT of  HEARTS VILLA
A Ministry of the Sisters of Charity Health System

bedford, oh • 440.232.1991 • lightofheartsvilla.org

Brian Kowalski
Plumbing & Bath, Inc.

216-401-2592
Complete

plumbing service
Faucets • Toilets

 Valves • Water Heaters
 Sewer/Drain Cleaning

 OH Lic #36534 Accept MC/Visa

Schedule a Visit Today!
Experience  first-hand all Trinity has to offer 

by visiting us during a regular school day! 

for more information go to:
https://ths.org/admissions/visit

or call  216-581-1061

WE GET YOU COLLEGE WE GET YOU COLLEGE 
AND CAREER READY!AND CAREER READY!

 5829 Turney Rd Info@WeldonPC.com
 Garfield Heights, OH 44125 Open 12PM-8PM Weekdays

COMPUTER PROBLEMS?
(216) 475-6000


