
OUR MISSION 
We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a Christlike family, welcoming all 

people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the spiritual, 
educational and social needs of the community. 

13623 Rockside Road, Garfield Heights, OH 
Office: (216) 662-8685  |  Fax: (216) 662-1245 

Website: saintmonicachurch.net 

ST. MONICA 
C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  

OCT 

29 
2023 

Masses 
Saturday  |  4:00pm 
Sunday  |  9:00 and 10:45am 
Monday - Friday  |  8:00am 

Confession 
Saturday  |  3:15pm 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday  |  8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Friday  |   8:00 am - Noon 
Saturday & Sunday  |   Closed 

Parish Clergy 
Rev. John J. Mullee, Pastor 
Rev. Theodore Marszal 
Retired, in Residence 
Stan Drozell, Deacon 

Pastoral Staff 
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz SSJ-TOSF 
Parish Catechetical Leader 
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net 
Molly Grunau,  
Director of Liturgy and Music 
Diane O’Neill, Business Manager 
Susan Shepka, Office Manager 
Joseph Ungarsky,  
Pastoral Council Chairman 
Bill Simon, Finance Council Chairman 
Bob Soeder, Web Master 

Bulletin Announcements 
Email: srjoyce@saintmonicachurch.net 
by NOON on Friday the week before 

Additional Contacts 
St. Benedict  |  (216) 662-9380 
Early Learning Center  |  (216) 475-3633 
OCFCU  |  (216) 663-6800 

Welcome! 
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Vocation Prayer 

Lord Jesus Christ, you promised always to give your 
Church shepherds.  In faith, we know your promise can-
not fail.  Trusting in the power of the Holy Spirit at work 
in the Church, we pray that you raise up sacred minis-
ters from your holy people, that the sacrifice in which 
you give your body and blood may be daily renewed  in 
the world until we come to that kingdom where you live 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen 

This Week’s Highlight Pastoral Scene 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
   Keeping in mind that our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ is always present in the taber-
nacle and that each of us needs and de-
sires to properly prepare our hearts for Him, 
I would ask that we all honor a more re-
spectful silence in Church during the time 
preceding Mass.  I especially have noticed 
when I am in the confessional on Saturday 
loud conversations that are disruptive to 
those trying to prepare their hearts for the  

Holy Eucharist.  Please save your conversations for outside the church.  
 
   A Beacon of Hope.  As a parish we have seen through the statistics a decline in many facets; bap-
tisms, weddings, weekly offertory, individuals preparing to enter the Church through RCIA, etc.  This is 
what I call a Clarion call; an opportunity to ask God through prayer where He wants us to share our 
time, treasure and talents, to be a Beacon of Hope that draws more people to the message of Jesus 
Christ, which is so profoundly illumined in Matthew’s Gospel: “You shall love the Lord, your God, with 
all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and the first commandment.  
The second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
   I have shared numerous times one of my mentors, my late father Aloysius, and his witness to the 
Gospel. For many years in his retirement, he would get up early every Friday so he could attend Mass 
at St Malachi, then, he would stay and help distribute clothes to the marginalized, men and women who 
are homeless and not knowing where their next meal would come from.  He also signed up for a week-
ly hour of Adoration at 2AM at St Raphael in Bay Village, a parish where he also served funerals. 
These are just a few examples of how my dad, and other mentors that he introduced to me shaped my 
 journey.  
 
   So, as we enter this exciting journey, partnering with Our Sunday Visitor, every member of the com-
munity is called to prepare their hearts to let our Lord in, for it is through God that all things are  
possible.  
         St Monica- Pray for Us 
         St Benedict – Pray for Us 
         Our Lady Help of Christians- Pray for Us 
         Fr John 

Please continue to mail in your donations, donate 
online or drop off at  the office.  You can also drop 

your donation in the baskets in church. 

Thank you for your continued support 
 

Please  note our average weekly expenses are $13,546.00 

STEWARDSHIP FOR OCT 22, 2023 
Sunday Offering ……………..$             4,106.00 
St. Monica Fund……………...$                316.00 
Misc. Special Envelopes…….$                203 .00 

P A S T O R A L   S C E N E  
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Sunday, October 29 
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00am People of the Parish 
10:45am Sister Maryann  
                               Zakrajsek & Family 
Monday, October 30 
Weekday 
8:00am  William Schaefer, Jr. 
8:30am Exposition following 
mass. 
Tuesday, October 31 
Weekday  
8:00am   Living & deceased of Ray  
         & Terri Hanzlick Family 
4:00pm Priest Intention 
Wednesday, November 1 
All Saints 
8:00am Richard Krawczyk 
9:00am Priest Intention 

12:00pm Priest Intention 
Thursday, November 2 
All Souls’ Day 
8:00am  April Rutherford 
7:00pm All Souls’ Mass 
 
Friday, November 3 
Weekday 
8:00am  Stanley Bykiewicz 
 
Saturday, November 4 
St. Charles Borromeo, Bishop 
4:00pm   Michael Costanzo 
 
Sunday, November 5 
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00am Leonard & Euphrasine  
            Lew 

Please Pray For the Parishioners Listed Below 
 

Annie Runyeon, Anthony Lupica, Teadan Maynard (infant),  

Tommie Ferrante, Betty Jacob, John A. Chesney, Madeline Iglodi,  

Joanne Reddinger, Paul Lysobey,  

Pat Dzurilla, Katie Medvetz, Joan Fischer,  

Lisa Bielawski, Special Intention, Marianne Toma 
 

 

Please call the parish office if you would like to 
add a name to this list.  

If you have a special intention you would like 
remembered in prayer,  

please call Lillian Naptune  
(216)662-5464 

 

Our sincere sympathy  
and prayers are extended  

for the family and friends of:  
Elaine Shmelter 

 Who were recently buried.  
 May she and all of  

our dearly  
departed rest in peace 

SUPPORT OUR  
SEMINARIANS  

Please pray for the  
Seminarians of the  
Cleveland Diocese  

Please join us in praying for  
the following seminarians  

this week:   

Monday: John Paul Antalek 
 

Tuesday:  Dylan Ellis 

 

Wednesday: Tate Johnson 
 

Thursday:  Dominic Kucera 
 

Friday: Daniel Liberatore 
 

Saturday: William Myers 
 

Sunday: Pray for All  
      Elected Officials          

P R A Y E R   

 

Madeline Rose 
Everett 

Pray  
for 

 All Children 
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T H I S  W E E K  
 

Activities CALENDAR 
Monday,  October 30 
4:00 pm  Fall Sports Practice (g) 
4:15 pm  Walking Class (J) 
Tuesday, October 31 
 4:00 pm  Fall Sports Practice (g) 
Wednesday , November  1 
4:00 pm Fall Sports Practice (g) 
6:30 pm  G.A. Meeting (p)  
Thursday,   November 2 
4:00 pm Winter Sports Practice (g) 
4:15 pm Walking Class (J) 
5:00 pm Set Up Sandwich Sat (J) 
Friday,  November 3 
4:00 pm Winter Sports Practice (g) 
5:00 pm Set Up Sandwich Sat (J) 
Saturday, November 4 
9:00 am Sandwich Saturday (J) 
Sunday,  November 5 
7:30 pm  A.A. Meeting (c) 

St. Benedict School 
There will be no classes on 

Thursday, November 2nd  and 
Friday, November 3rd due to 
Parent– Teacher Conferences 

 Sandwich Saturday  
 

Come and join us  
at the next  

Sandwich Saturday! 
 

 
Saturday, November 4th, at 9:00 am in the 

Parish Office. 
 

All are invited to come and  
join the fun as we prepare  sandwiches for 

the homeless. 
 

Supplies needed:  Jam/Jelly,  
Sandwich Baggies, gloves & round disposable  

tablecloths. 
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O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  

World Mission Sunday 
A heartfelt thank you to each of you for your out-
pouring of support on World Mission Sunday.  Your 
generosity echoes the theme “Hearts on fire, feet 
on the move,”  bringing warmth and hope to com-
munities worldwide.  To remain connected and en-
gaged with the Pope’s mission throughout the year, 
please visit OneFamilyMission.org.  Your commit-
ment to the universal mission of the Church is deeply 
appreciated. 

Veteran’s Day Program 
 

Dear Saint Monica parishioners and Saint Benedict Families, 
 

   The faculty and students of St. Benedict Catholic School will be presenting a Veteran’s Day pro-
gram on Friday, November 10 at 10:00 a.m. for students and at 1 p.m. for veterans and guests in the 
school gym.  All veterans are invited to attend and will be recognized during the program for their ser-
vice.  Attendance in uniform would be most welcome! 
 

   During the presentation there will be a slideshow presentation featuring each branch of service.  If 
your veteran is not able to attend or is deceased, please email a photograph with their name and 
branch of the military to jradecky@stbenedictohio.com so they may be recognized in the slideshow. 
 

   If your veteran is able to attend the afternoon performance, please email Mrs.Tomsick at 
mtomsick@saintbenedictohio.com so they may be recognized in person.  

       Mrs. Tomsick  Mrs. Radecky 
       Music   Advancement Coordinator 

 

Attention Vendors!  
Christmas Craft Fair 

 

Tables are still available for the  

St. Monica & Zelie’s Home  

"Christmas Craft Fair"  
on November 25th  

Always the Saturday after Thanksgiving!  

Visit http:/www.SaintMonicaChurch.net   
 or phone Regina 216-581-4122 

Cemetery Pre-Planning Seminar 
 

The Catholic Cemeteries Association 
invites you to attend a  
1-hour pre-planning  

Education Seminar on  
Thursday, November 16, at 2:00 p.m. 

in the St. Joseph Room  
in the parish offices.  

Please join us to learn more about 
your Catholic burial options, including 

options for cremated remains.  
Attendees will receive a personal ref-
erence guide and savings certificate. 

Reservation appreciated but  
not required, but helpful 

RSVP to the Pre-Planning Department 
at 216-539-7943 or  

email bdejohn@clecem.org. 

Prayer to St. Michael 

 
St. Michael the Archangel, 

Defend us in battle; 
Be our protection against the  

Wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; 

And do thou, O Prince of 
the heavenly host, 

By the power of God, thrust into hell 
Satan and all evil spirits 

who wander through the world 
for the ruin of souls. 

Amen. 
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O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Benedictine High School—Open House 
   Benedictine High School is holding its Fall "Come and See" Open House on Sunday, November 
5th, from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm.   Please feel free to bring your son, walk through the school, speak 
with faculty, staff, and student ambassadors at the school, and make sure you visit the new science 
rooms and Atrium in the "white building"!  If the weather cooperates, take a stroll on the track and  
football field.  
   Benedictine High School has a rich 95-year-history of educating teen-age boys to become  'Men of 
Benedictine' graduates.  Some of the greatest treasures are often found 'off the beaten path'!   

 There will be a 10:00 am Mass at the Abbey Church all are welcome.  

Benedictine is located at 2900 Martin Luther King Day Drive. 

SACRAMENT INFORMATION 
 
Baptism 
Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays, immediately following the 10:45 
a.m. Mass.  Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for parents. Please call the Parish Office for time of next 
scheduled class. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Adults and school-age children seeking full membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist can make an appointment to continue their conversion process by 
calling the Parish Office. 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are available on Saturday a ernoons from 3:15-3:45 
p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest can be arranged. 
 

MATRIMONY 
The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your 
wedding date and plan your celebration. 
 

CONFIRMATION 
Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the Parish Office to schedule preparation. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make arrangements with one of our Priests. 
 

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND 
Parish Team and Staff Members visit the homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is 
homebound and would like to receive communion, call the Parish Office. 
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O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  
 

November 2023 - Jesuit Retreat Center Programs & Retreats - Celebrating 125 Years 
Jesuit Retreat Center, 5629 State Rd, Parma, OH 44134. https://www.jesuitretreatcenter.org 

 
Seeking The Face of God. Monday, November 6, 9:00am - 3:00pm. Presented by Liz Nau. This retreat 
is based on Psalm 27:8 “'Come', my heart says, 'seek His face!' Your face, LORD do I seek.” During our 
retreat, we will explore some scriptures that speak to seeking God’s face, with time for silent reflection, 
prayer and sharing our experiences. $60 
 
Journaling from Age-ing to Sage-ing - A Virtual Program. Mondays, 7:00 - 8:30pm EST. November 
6, 13, 20, 27. Presented by Michael Reiling, M.Ed. Sage-ing is the definite life task of our elder years, 
where we seek a valued wholeness about our lives through a focus on inner work. Join us for for four 
virtual sessions where we will journal about our own work of sage-ing. $40 
 
Liturgy & Ignatian Spirituality: Mass & Ignatian Reflections in November. Tuesdays, November 7, 
14, 21, 28. 8:00 - 8:30am. On Tuesdays, the Jesuit Retreat Center offers Mass in the Main Chapel fol-
lowed by a brief reflection on Ignatian Spirituality. Free will offering (registration is not necessary). 
 
Celebrating the Autumn of Life: The Biblical Spirituality of Jubilee. Tuesday, November 7, 9:00am 
- 3:00pm. Presented by Rev. Bob Meyer and Sr. Mary Ann Spangler, HM. Spend a day exploring the 
Biblical concept of Jubilee, incorporating themes of rest, re-connecting with our roots and reconciliation. 
Using the lens of the "autumn years of life," the day of prayer and reflection will include input, quiet time 
for personal reflection and some conversation. $60 
 
Loyola Club CLE Reflection Series. Sunday, November 12, 2:00 - 5:00pm. An opportunity to engage 
in meaningful discussion while personally exploring and reflecting on the topics featured at Loyola Club 
luncheons. Open to anyone and attendance at a Loyola Club luncheon is not required in order to get 
the full value of the reflection experience. Topic: How Can we Constructively Navigate our Differences? 
Led by Sister Rita Mary Harwood, SND. $20 
 
November Sabbath Days - a Personal Retreat Day. Monday, November 13, 8:30am - 3:30pm. Come 
and spend a day of renewal and prayer at the Jesuit Retreat Center. Give yourself the time and space 
to come pray in our chapels, to sit in quiet reading in the library, and to walk and meditate on JRC’s 
beautiful grounds. Cost: $50 
 
Sr. Ignatia AA Women's Recovery Retreat. Friday, November 17, 5:30pm - Sunday, November 19, 
11:30am. A Recovery Retreat at JRC is a time to nurture your serenity and find the strength to work the 
steps of recovery. $270 
 
November Morning Prayer for Women. Monday, November 20, 9:30 - 11:00am. Women from all 
walks of life are invited to pray together and learn more about the beauty of prayer. Led by Sr. Mary 
Ann Flannery, S.C., this prayer group will refresh your spirit and help you find strength in regular prayer 
habits. Free Will Offering (walk-ins welcome, registration not required). 
 
Cinema & Conversation: The Jesus Revolution. Monday, November 20, 7:00 - 9:00pm. Join us at 
JRC each month for films that inspire and entertain. After each movie, there will be time for conversa-
tion and questions. We continue in November with the 2023 film, The Jesus Revolution. Free Will Offer-
ing (walk-ins welcome, registration not required). 
 
Pray Like The Chosen: Ignatian Spirituality, Scripture, Prayer. Tuesday, November 28, 12:30 - 
3:30pm. Presented by Fr. Paul O’Connor, SJ. The Chosen, an American television series, has captured 
the hearts of many people over the years. Whether you’ve seen a few episodes or not, we invite you to 
participate in this prayer workshop on how to “Pray Like The Chosen.” $25 
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O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  
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R E A D I N G S  &  S O N G S  
Entrance Chant       589   O God beyond All Praising 
 
First Reading       Exodus 22:20-26 
 

Thus says the LORD: "You shall not molest or oppress an alien, for you were once aliens your-
selves in the land of Egypt.  You shall not wrong any widow or orphan.  If ever you wrong them 
and they cry out to me, I will surely hear their cry.  My wrath will flare up, and I will kill you with 
the sword; then your own wives will be widows, and your children orphans. 
 

"If you lend money to one of your poor neighbors among my people, you shall not act like an ex-
tortioner toward him by demanding interest from him.  If you take your neighbor's cloak as a 
pledge, you shall return it to him before sunset; for this cloak of his is the only covering he has for 
his body.  What else has he to sleep in?  If he cries out to me, I will hear him; for I am compas-
sionate." 
 
The Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 18:2-4, 47, 51 
 

R. I love you, Lord, my strength. 
 

I love you, O LORD, my strength, 
O LORD, my rock, my fortress, my deliverer. 
 

R. I love you, Lord, my strength. 
 

My God, my rock of refuge, 
my shield, the horn of my salvation, my stronghold! 
Praised be the LORD, I exclaim, 
and I am safe from my enemies. 
 

R. I love you, Lord, my strength. 
 

The LORD lives and blessed be my rock! 
Extolled be God my savior. 
You who gave great victories to your king 
and showed kindness to your anointed. 
 

R. I love you, Lord, my strength. 
 
Second Reading       1 Thessalonians 1:5c-10 
 

Brothers and sisters: You know what sort of people we were among you for your sake.  And you 
became imitators of us and of the Lord, receiving the word in great affliction, with joy from the 
Holy Spirit, so that you became a model for all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.  For 
from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth not only in Macedonia and in Achaia, but in  
every place your faith in God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything.  For they 
themselves openly declare about us what sort of reception we had among you, and how you 
turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God and to await his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead, Jesus, who delivers us from the coming wrath. 
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R E A D I N G S  &  S O N G S  

Gospel       Matthew 22:34-40 
 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one 
of them, a scholar of the law tested him by asking, "Teacher, which commandment in the law is 
the greatest?"  He said to him, "You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the greatest and the first commandment.  The second is 
like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  The whole law and the prophets depend on 
these two commandments." 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., 
Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 

 

Offertory Chant       829   The Cry of the Poor 
 

Communion Chant       838   O Sacrament Most Holy 
 

The Concluding Rites       498   Hail, Holy Queen 

 

Please join with us, and people of goodwill  
from around the world,  

in praying for peace and reconciliation in the  
Holy Land today. 

 

God of mercy and compassion, of grace 
and reconciliation, pour your power  
upon all your children in the Middle 
East: Jews, Muslims and Christians,  
Palestinians and Israelis.  Let hatred be 
turned into love, fear to trust, despair 
to hope, oppression to freedom,  
occupation to liberation, that violent  
encounters may be replaced by loving 
embraces, and peace and justice could 
be experienced by all. 
    Amen. 
    - Reverend Said   
       (Jesuitresource.org) 
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ST. JOHN FUNERAL HOME
Originated in the Buckeye Community of Cleveland in 1913

PRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNINGPRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNING

www.stjohnfh.com
16381 Chillicothe Rd.
Bainbridge Twp, OH
(440) 708-1855

923 Broadway Ave.
Bedford, OH

(440) 232-1155

 Mr. Pipeline’s
 Plumbing

Residential-Commercial
Licensed-Insured

Over 20 years in the plumbing business!
– SENIOR DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE! –

Call us: (216) 701-5971

Fortuna
funeral home

216-520-7335
7076 Brecksville Rd., Independence

5316 Fleet Ave., Cleveland
www.fortunafuneralhome.com

TEAR OFFS - RE-ROOFS
FREE ESTIMATES

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT
 Superior Quality
 at Affordable Prices
www.All-StarRoofingCo.com

A+

ALL-STAR
ROOFING CO.
216-332-0098

Ohio
CatholicMatch.com/OH

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Jason Novicky

jnovicky@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6542

Life Insurance Since 1879
Licensed in Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Ohio

Annuity/IRA for Insurance Member
• 1 year 4.25% offered through 5/1/24

 2 year 3.5%  • 5 year 4%
Please contact our office for more information. Rates Subject to change.

(216) 341-0444 F www.czechccu.org
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www.KuchtasAutomotive.com

Kuchta’s
AUTOMOTIVE

14255 Granger Rd
Maple Heights
216.587.5626

Complete Auto, Van,
 & Light Truck Repair

A.S.E Certified
3rd Generation Family 

Owned & Operated

Garfield Heights

5680 Turney Rd.
Garfield Hts.

216.662.8719

the helpful  p lace

 STATION TAVERN

Full Menu at Website
Station43Tavern.com

440-836-0043
solon, ohio

 SERVICE INSTALLATION SERVICE INSTALLATION
Heating • Air Conditioning • Ventilating

216.663.2300
COmmERCIAL • INduSTRIAL • INSTITuTIONAL

Burials, Cremations, Entombments, Prearrangement Services
Estate Planning Services, Complete Luncheon Facilities

Monument & Floral Selections

356 W. Aurora Road, Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
www.ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

Celebrating Life Since 1927

216-663-0663 | www.radair.com

$20 OFF Any 
Service Over $100

 4747 Turney Road 6505 Brecksville Road
 Garfield Heights, OH 44125 Independence, OH 44131

216-883-3900
gdfh.net

Four Generations of Quality Service

216-341-3413

Grande Oaks/ 
Grande Pavilion

Hiring RNs, LPNs, STNAs,
CNAs, Pandemic Aides.  

Apply within or call
440-658-1459 

Labella
L A W N C A R E  I N C .
A Weekly Maintenance 

& Landscaping Company
 

Senior, Military and Parish Discounts
216-390-3351

New Customers Receive 1 year FREE Fertilization

Lighting the Way for Senior Care:
Independent Living • Assisted Living 

Memory Care • Short-term Respite Stays

LIGHT of HEARTS VILLA
A Ministry of the Sisters of Charity Health System

bedford, oh • 440.232.1991 • lightofheartsvilla.org

Brian Kowalski
Plumbing & Bath, Inc.

216-401-2592
Complete

plumbing service
Faucets • Toilets

 Valves • Water Heaters
 Sewer/Drain Cleaning

 OH Lic #36534 Accept MC/Visa

Schedule a Visit Today!
Experience  first-hand all Trinity has to offer 

by visiting us during a regular school day! 

for more information go to:
https://ths.org/admissions/visit

or call  216-581-1061

WE GET YOU COLLEGE WE GET YOU COLLEGE 
AND CAREER READY!AND CAREER READY!

 5829 Turney Rd Info@WeldonPC.com
 Garfield Heights, OH 44125 Open 12PM-8PM Weekdays

COMPUTER PROBLEMS?
(216) 475-6000


