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Catholic Church

13623 Rockside Road
Garfield Heights, Ohio
Parish Office:
(216) 662-8685
Fax: (216) 662-1245

website: saintmonicachurch.net

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380
Early Learning Center
(216) 475-3633
OCFCU (216) 663-6800

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00
am— Noon on Wed. & Fri.
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net
by NOON on Friday

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a Christlike
family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the spiritual,
educational and social needs of the community.

PARISH CLERGY

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for parents.
Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Joseph Ungarsky
Pastoral Council Chairman
Bill Simon
Finance Council Chairman

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking full
membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and
Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are available
on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest can be
arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like to
receive communion, call the Parish Office.
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Pastoral Scene

LITURGY
SCHEDULE

Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.
Sunday, November 7

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00 Living & deceased members of Earl & Diana Foster
10:45 People of the Parish
11: 45 Baptism
Monday, November 8
Weekday

8:00 Christine Marie Balcer
Tuesday, November 9

The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

8:00 All Souls

Wednesday, November 10

Saint Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor of the Church

8:00 Judy Marszal
Thursday, November 11

Saint Martin of Tours, Bishop

8:00 Living & deceased members of Pat & Cila
Catacutan Family
Friday, November 12
Saint Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr

8:00 Anna Deliberato
Saturday, November 13

Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin

3:15 Confessions
4:00 People of the Parish
Sunday, November 14

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00 Anthony & Josephine Acino
10:45 Janice Hokes
11:45 Baptism

Please keep in your prayers the following members of
our Parish Community:
Anthony Lupica, Madison Jacob, Lisa &
Gaylene Bielawski, Mike Wyrzykowski, Jan
Angus, Alex Hervey, Larry Piechowiak, Toni
Oden, Veronica Mayak, Joan Kaczmarczyk,
Carol & Gerald DeLooze, Harrison Justin
Shepherd. The names will
remain in the bulletin for two weeks. Please call the parish office
if your name or a loved one’s name needs to be added to the list.
If you have a special intention you would like remembered in
prayer, please call Lillian Neptune (216) 662-5464.

DEEDS
We have done what we were obliged to do. A servant has
worked hard all day, and rather than receiving a muchneeded rest, the master commands an additional task.
Jesus, however, is appearing to their sensibilities. This was
a society in which everyone had a place. His listeners
would know this. No servant would presume a reward for
good deeds.
It’s important to remember that we do have a place at
God’s table. But we don’t “earn” it. Dining with the Lord at
the heavenly wedding feast requires surrender. It requires
deep faith in God and His promises. It also requires commitment. The Kingdom takes work! There are fields to
plow and initiatives to prepare. There are sheep to tend to
and family to care for. There are people waiting for our yes
to generous service. When we serve dinner at a homeless
shelter, we are waiting on the table of Christ. When we
visit an ill relative, we’re imitating the Good Samaritan.
We’re visiting Jesus! We’re growing his kingdom of life and
love.
Are we serving because we’re seeking a reward? Or because we have faith that this is who we’re meant to serve?
Is this where we’re meant to be? Jesus reminds us that
faith can do powerful things! If you have faith the size of a
mustard seed, you would say to a tree, be uprooted and
plant into the sea, and it would obey you. But, ultimately,
we’re not the ones doing the deeds. We’re not the ones
earning the grace. Faith, and the good we do for others, is
a gift.
Deacon Stan

Join us every
Thursday at 6:00
pm in Church as
we pray the Rosary. All are invited.

CONFIRMATION

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended
to all our families and friends who have lost
loved ones during this past year. We remembered them on All Souls Day and always. May
they all rest in peace.

Our celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation will take place on Saturday, November 20th at the 4:00 pm Mass. Seating will
be limited, and pews will be reserved down
the Main Nave for those who will be confirmed and their sponsors. We appreciate
your understanding with this.
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A Second Chance

There will be a Divine
Mercy Holy Hour Sunday,
November 14 at 2:30 pm in
Saint Monica Church. All are
welcome!

Luke 16:19–31, presents a story told by Jesus that has
its roots in Jewish history. Biblical scholars believe that
Luke’s presentation of this story reflects the Sermon on
the Mount (or plain as Luke calls it) where Jesus
preached the Beatitudes.
Jesus’ story, as well as the Jewish version begin with
these words: "There was a rich man who was dressed
in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. At
his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered
with sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich
man's table.” However, the rich man never shared any
scraps that fell from his table with this beggar.
Both men died, and the rich man, consigned to the fires
of Gehenna, looked up to see Lazarus sitting at the feet
of Abraham, and petitioned that Lazarus be sent down
to him with some water to cool his thirst. In Jesus’ version, Abraham refuses this request of the rich man, but
the Jewish story takes a very different direction.
The rich man, realizing that his consignment to Gehenna was the result of his lack of care for Lazarus, wished
he had been more generous to others, especially this
beggar. The rich man pleaded with Abraham, asking
for a “second chance” at life, and promising Abraham
that he would mend his ways. Abraham agreed, and,
suddenly, the rich man was back at his home, standing
next to a cart filled with fresh bread, meats, cheeses,
fruit, and wine. And, yes, there was Lazarus sitting at
the threshold of his house, as he had done before.
Filled with enthusiasm to mend his ways, the rich man
chose a large, fresh loaf of bread to give to Lazarus; but
then paused and thought, “He is only one person. Perhaps I should give him a smaller loaf. Well, he’s a beggar – there is a small loaf that is a little stale in the back
part of my cart. That should be okay.” As he reached
for the least appealing loaf of bread, – the rich man instantly found himself right back in Gehenna, his second
chance denied!
There are situations in our lives when we operate like
the rich man. We aspire to taking the high road in helping others, but often settle for scaling it down to something less charitable. It is easy to make resolutions but
difficult to fulfill them. Most often we promise a lot when
God’s goodness ‘saves us’ in a situation or answers our
prayer or extends His mighty arm to block us from turning onto the ‘wrong path’. So often I find that I am a
good resolution maker with a somewhat compromised
follow-through!
The story of Lazarus and the rich man often gives me
pause for prayerful thought and soul-searching in my
life. It reminds me that second chances are only valuable if one fulfills what one has promised.
Asking myself (and you) “So how are you doing in fulfilling your New Year’s resolutions?
Sister Helene

CRAFT FAIR
A limited number of tables are still available
for the annual St. Monica Christmas Craft
Fair, to be held on Nov. 27, 2021 (always the
Saturday after Thanksgiving!). The Fair is
open to the public from 9am-3pm. Santa will
visit from 10-noon. All details are at our Parish
website: Saint Monica Church - Garfield Hts.,
Ohio or phone Regina at 216-581-4122 or
Dana at 330-472-2663. Proceeds will benefit
Zelie's Home, Womankind, and our Respect
for Life Ministry.
Choose Life! Banquet & Fundraiser
Supports pro-life education; endorsed by Bishop Roger W.
Gries. Friday, November 12; doors open for music/raffle
baskets/appetizers at 6:15 p.m.
“Windows” on the River
2000 Sycamore Street
Cleveland, OH 44113
Gourmet dinner; $70/person $35/priests,
deacons, religious
Keynote Speaker: Sister Deirdre Byrne, POSC – Retired
Colonel, U.S. Army, 29-year service as M.D.
Chance to win: $1,200 cash, Florida vacation, Colorado
mountain vacation, Cleveland Guardians club seats, and
more! Reservations: 216-661-6616 LifeWorks Ohio. Masks
and hand-sanitizer provided; tables separated by a reasonable distance.
Religion Question of the Week

Who was the first of the Apostles to be martyred?
(Answer on page 4)
Did You Know?

Did you know that we are the only Church named after St.
Monica in the Diocese of Cleveland?
One Liner

“Most people spend more time and energy going around
problems than trying to solve them”. (Henry Ford)
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MONDAY, November 8
4:00 p.m.
4:15 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Athletic Practice (g)
Walking Group (J)
HN Rosary & Meeting (c )
Finance Council Mtg. (F)

October 31, 2021

TUESDAY, November 9

Regular Offertory………………………………$ 4,073.00
St. Monica Fund………………………………$ 408.00
Misc. Envelopes………………………………$
513.00

WEDNESDAY, November 10

OCTOBER WE SHARE:
Sunday regular offertory……………….….$ 6,195.50
St. Monica Fund…………………………...…$ 721.00

2:00 p.m. Senior Mtg (J)
4:00 p.m. Athletic Practice (g)
6:30 p.m. Baptism Class (F)
3:00 p.m. Christmas Play Practice (g)
4:00 p.m. Athletic Practice (g)
7:00 p.m. G.A. (AR)

Please continue to mail in your donations,
donate online or drop off at the office. You can
also drop your donation in the baskets in church.
Thank you for your continued support.

THURSDAY, November 11
4:00 p.m.
4:15 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

RCIA (F)
Walking Group (J)
Rosary (+)
Guild Mtg. ( c )
Pastoral Council Mtg (F)

FRIDAY, November 12
4:00 p.m. Athletic Practice (g)

SATURDAY, November 13
8:00 a.m. RCIA & Confirmation (F)
8:30 a.m. Men of the Vine (ocu1&2)
9:00 a.m. RCIA (F)

SUNDAY, November 14
12:00 noon St. Martin of Tours Pasta Dinner (c )
2:30 p.m. Divine Mercy Holy Hour (+)
7:00 p.m. A.A. (AR)

Annual Peterson Nut Sale!
THANK YOU! With the help of
our Parishioners and our
Ladies Guild, this sale has been
a success. Pick up of all orders will take place at
the Rockside Road entrance to the Church on
Wednesday, November 17th. As soon as we
receive the delivery time from Peterson Nuts, we
will publish the times for pick up. We thank you
again for your support.

Senior Group
The November
Meeting for the St.
Monica Seniors
Club will be held Tuesday, November
9th at 2:00 in the St. Joseph Room in
the Parish Office. Come and enjoy Bingo and refreshments. New members always welcome.

Answer to This Week’s Religion Question

Who was the first of the Apostles to be martyred?
Answer:

St. James, the brother of John. He was the first Bishop of
Jerusalem.

$1,000 Holy Name Monthly
Raffle Winners-October 31
$500.00 Joe Kaminski #1471
Seller: Debra Zack
Captain: Will Skladany
$500.00

Sandra Petrash #975
Seller: Rick Stoltz
Captain: Jim Joyce
1714 tickets were sold

COFFEE & DONUT SOCIAL
Join us for our next Coffee &
Donut Social this Sunday after the
9:00 am Mass. Hosting will be
members from the St. Vincent
DePaul Society. Our next social will be on November 21, hosted by Men of the Vine.
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Holy Name Society Meeting
Will be having a meeting this coming Monday, Nov.
8th at 6:30pm in the school cafeteria. New members
are welcome and food will be served. We will also
be having a St. Vincent De Paul food drive, please
bring a food donation or use your “green SVDP
church envelope” and make a monetary donation.

Jesuit Retreat Center Programs & Retreats
Jesuit Retreat Center, 5629 State Rd, Parma, OH
44134. https://www.jesuitretreatcenter.org
November Morning Prayer for Women. Monday, November 15 from 9:30 - 11:00am. Presented by Sr. Mary Ann
Flannery, SC. Women from all walks of life are invited to
pray together and learn more about the beauty of prayer.
Led by Sr. Mary Ann Flannery, S.C., this prayer group will
refresh your spirit and help you find strength in regular
prayer habits. Just bring your Bible and come as you are!
Price includes coffee and pastry. Registrations are encouraged, but walk-ins welcome! Cost: $10
November Sabbath Days - a Personal Retreat Day.
Monday, November 22 from 8:30am - 3:30pm. In the busyness of our daily lives, in the midst of the struggles of our
times, there is a need to “come away” and to find time and
space to encounter God and reflect on our lives. So, we
have carved out time in the JRC calendar for those who
would like to come to JRC – to pray in our chapels, to sit in
quiet reading in the library, to walk and meditate on the
beautiful grounds. Cost: $50
Cinema & Conversation: Soul. Monday, November 22
from 7:00 - 9:00pm. Join us at Jesuit Retreat Center each
month for films that inspire and entertain. After each movie,
there will be time for conversation and questions. We continue in in November with the multi award-winning 2020
Pixar and Walt Disney film, Soul. This thought-provoking
animated film is about a middle school music teacher
named Joe Gardner who seeks to reunite his soul and his
body after they are accidentally separated, just before his
big break as a jazz musician. Cost: Free Will Offering.

Fair Trade Fair and Christmas Boutique
St. Basil the Great – Family Life Center
Sunday, November 14, 2021 from 8 am to 1:30 pm
Shopping With a Conscience
Begin your Christmas shopping early knowing that your
purchase can make a real difference for people around
the world. You will be supporting farmers and artisans in
a fair and just manner who are working to provide food,
shelter and education for their family!

CLE21:6 January 8, 2022
10:00 am—9:00 pm
John Carroll University
Tickets on sale through November 15
online at dioceseofcleveland.org/cle216.
$35 per person. CLE21:6 is a day sponsored
by the Office of Youth Ministry of the
Diocese of Cleveland to ignite teens in their
faith and gather in fellowship as young
Church. Exploring Matthew 21:6, CLE 21:6
will help launch teens into following Christ
and living as missionary disciples.

Congratulations to Mrs. Donna Przybojewski, junior
high English teacher. Her paintings of Henry David
Thoreau and illustrations from her books on this
American author will be on display at the Walden
Pond Reservation Visitor Center in Concord, MA
from November 2021 to January 2022. Also her book
Henry David Thoreau Loved the Seasons of the Year
will be used again as a story walk at Walden Pond
Reservation. The pages of the book are placed on
wooden stakes along the path that leads to Thoreau’s
original house site, so parents may read it with their
children as they walk the path to visit the historic site.
In addition, Mrs. Przybojewski was asked to write an
essay on Thoreau and social justice entitled What
Would Henry Do? for a book that the Thoreau Farm:
Birthplace of Henry David Thoreau will publish in the
summer of 2022. Her focus was on the many ways
Henry Thoreau was used in her Language Arts classes
to teach tolerance, acceptance, and social justice principles. Students engaged in many writing assignments
and discussion after learning about Thoreau’s work in
promoting justice for everyone. Congratulations, Mrs.
Przybojewski!

(see flyer on page 6)
Garfield Heights Knights of Columbus
Wednesday Night Dinners: August
Reservations by Sunday, November 7....8PM
Wednesday, November 10– Pierogies Dinner
$10.00 per dinner
Prepared by Lori’s Custom Catering --phone 216-662-2277 --- MAILBOX #3
Dinner Consists of:
5 Potato & Cheese Pierogies, grilled onions, sour
cream, applesauce & vegetable
EVERYTHING IS PACKAGED - PRE-ORDER ONLY
Curbside Pickup– Ready to heat -

NO BAKERY-SERVING TIME 4-6 PM

Pickup at 10806 Granger Road—CLUB 4130
Please leave your complete name, phone number and
number of dinners you will be picking up. Please no
changes day of. Thank you for your continued patronage. If someone else is picking up - leave their name
also. NEXT DINNER is December 8—Chicken
Cordon Bleu
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