
OUR MISSION 
We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a Christlike family, welcoming all 

people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the spiritual, 
educational and social needs of the community. 

13623 Rockside Road, Garfield Heights, OH 
Office: (216) 662-8685  |  Fax: (216) 662-1245 

Website: saintmonicachurch.net 

ST. MONICA 
C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  

NOV 

12 
2023 

Masses 
Saturday  |  4:00pm 
Sunday  |  9:00 and 10:45am 
Monday - Friday  |  8:00am 

Confession 
Saturday  |  3:15pm 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday  |  8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Friday  |   8:00 am - Noon 
Saturday & Sunday  |   Closed 

Parish Clergy 
Rev. John J. Mullee, Pastor 
Rev. Theodore Marszal 
Retired, in Residence 
Stan Drozell, Deacon 

Pastoral Staff 
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz SSJ-TOSF 
Parish Catechetical Leader 
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net 
Molly Grunau,  
Director of Liturgy and Music 
Diane O’Neill, Business Manager 
Susan Shepka, Office Manager 
Joseph Ungarsky,  
Pastoral Council Chairman 
Bill Simon, Finance Council Chairman 
Bob Soeder, Web Master 

Bulletin Announcements 
Email: srjoyce@saintmonicachurch.net 
by NOON on Friday the week before 

Additional Contacts 
St. Benedict  |  (216) 662-9380 
Early Learning Center  |  (216) 475-3633 
OCFCU  |  (216) 663-6800 

Welcome! 
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“Being	a	Beacon	of	Hope”	Program 
 

     This week you will receive a brochure introducing our 
“Being a Beacon of Hope” Program.  I’m proud to be part 
of the St. Monica Church community.  On Commitment 
Weekend, November 18 & 19, I invite each of you to     
participate in this important program and help us         
respond to God’s great gi  of love.  I ask that you please 
review this brochure and prayerfully consider how you 
and your family can help St. Monica Church by financially 
supporting our ministries, furthering our mission, and 
reinforcing our future.   
 
     We ask that all faithful parishioners complete a  
Commitment Card.  A card will be included in the  
brochure mailing for you to:  
· mail to the church using the pre-addressed envelope 

included in this mailing.   
· or bring  your card to Mass next Sunday.   
· or you may visit our parish website at 

www.saintmonicachurch.net and complete an  
       electronic Commitment Card.   
 
     The back of the Commitment Card has a place for you 
to include any prayer intentions you wish to share.  We 
welcome all intentions and they will be prayed for  
collectively over the next few weeks.  If you would like to 
speak to a priest, please indicate so on your card and we 
will be in contact with you. 
 

Our goal is 100% participation!   
Thank you for your generosity and  

support of St. Monica Church!   

This Week’s Highlight Pastoral Scene 

Good Soil 
    Jesus’ parable of the Sower and the 
seeds is so familiar to us that as soon as I 
hear the opening word, I think, “Okay, I 
need to become ‘good soil.”  However, in a 
homily the Sunday after Pope Benedict XVI 
died, Father Gerard Gonda, OSB used a 
segment of Pope Benedict’s writings that 
spoke about how God prepares the soil.  If I 
were to summarize that homily it would be 
“God leaves nothing to chance. 
    As the parable relate God expect us to 
respond to  grace, and bring forth fruit, but 
he does not walk away from the process of 
our growth.  God is the Divine Gardener, 
and gardeners tend to their soil.  The para-
ble often gives the idea that seed is scat-
tered, and God hopes some will fall on good 
soil.  However, God actively prepares us to 
receive the seed being scattered and in cre-
ating the good soil that he is hoping to find.  
That fact alone put a whole different dimen-
sion on God’s work and ours!  God is not an 
absent gardener! 
    If you have gardened, even once, you 
know that it is not an easy process, espe-
cially if you are the soil!  Just imagine being 
broken up, turned over, prodded and turned 
to receive God’s seed to become good fruit 
(or carrots, lettuce, etc.) and yield the rich 
harvest Jesus describes.  Even if we are  

Please continue to mail in your donations, donate 
online or drop off at  the office.  You can also drop 

your donation in the baskets in church. 

Thank you for your continued support 
 

Please  note our average weekly expenses are $13,546.00 

STEWARDSHIP FOR NOV 5, 2023 
Sunday Offering ……………..$             6,777.09 
St. Monica Fund……………...$              1,153.00 
Misc. Special Envelopes…….$              8,825..00 

P A S T O R A L   S C E N E  

well on our way to becoming ‘good soil’, there are challenges.  Good soil is not always found, so the 
existing soil needs to become fertile through the addition of various substances.  In my life I have found 
that trials and failures have helped to yield better soil – but the process is painful!  
    In all truth, it is very difficult to believe that statement during a trial that has wounded your heart and 
nearly extinguished your candle of hope.  It takes great faith, personal strength, and sincere trust in 
God to carry the hardship of trials that deeply wound your heart.   
 

Pastoral Scene continued on page 5. 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Sunday, November 12 
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00am  Anthony, Rosa &  Josephine    
                               Acino  
10:45am  People of the Parish 
Monday, November 13 
St Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin 
8:00am Judy Marszal  
8:30am Exposition following mass 
Tuesday, November 14 
Weekday  
8:00am Eleanor & Charles Koschak 
Wednesday, November 15 
Weekday  
8:00am  Living & deceased Bob 
                               Soeder Family                  

Thursday, November 16 
Weekday 
8:00am  Priest Intention 

Friday, November 17 
St Elizabeth of Hungary, 
Religious 
8:00am Robert Speno 
Saturday, November 18 
Weekday 
4:00pm Terry Lew 
Sunday, November 19 
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00am  People of the Parish 
10:45am  Leo Szczepansk             

Please Pray For the Parishioners Listed Below 
 

Ron Smith Jr., Nikki Avalon, Annie Runyeon, 

 Anthony Lupica, Teadan Maynard (infant),  

Tommie Ferrante, Betty Jacob, John A. Chesney,  

Madeline Iglodi, Joanne Reddinger, Katie Medvetz,  

 

Please call the parish office if you would like to 
add a name to this list.  

If you have a special intention you would like 
remembered in prayer,  

please call Lillian Naptune  
(216)662-5464 

 

Our sincere sympathy and 
prayers are  

extended to the families 
 and friends of  

all who have recently died.   
May they and all of the 

dearly departed,  
rest in peace. 

SUPPORT OUR  
SEMINARIANS  

Please pray for the  
Seminarians of the  
Cleveland Diocese  

Please join us in praying for  
the following seminarians  

this week:   

Mon: Anthony Donatelli 
 

Tuesday: Jon Hawkins 

 

Wednesday: Jeff Lindholm 
 

Thursday: James Parisi 
 

Friday: Brian Peters 
 

Saturday:  Kyle Rosser 
 

Sunday: Pray for an  
Increase in Vocations 

P R A Y E R   

There will be a Divine Mercy  
Holy Hour this Sunday at  

2:30 PM in St. Monica Church with 
Eucharistic Adoration,  

the Chaplet of Divine Mercy,  
              and Benediction.                 All are welcome!   

 

Pray 
for 

Our Parish 
Family 
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T H I S  W E E K  
 

Activities CALENDAR 
Monday,  November13 
4:00 pm  Winter Sports Practice (g) 
4:00 pm  Walking Class (J) 
6:00 pm CWV Meeting (c) 
Tuesday, November 14 
1:00 pm Our Father’s Daughters (F) 
2:00 pm Senior Meeting (J) 
4:00 pm  Winter Sports Practice (g) 
6:30 pm   Baptism Class (F) 
6:30 pm St Vincent DePaul Mtg (c) 
Wednesday , November 15 
4:00 pm Winter Sports Practice (g) 
6:30 pm  G.A. Meeting (+)  
Thursday,   November 16 
2:00 pm Cemetery Pre-Planning 
   Seminar (J) 
4:00 pm Winter Sports Practice (g) 
4:00 pm Walking Class (J) 
7:00 pm D.H.N. Meeting (c) 
Friday,  November 17 
4:00 pm Winter Sports Practice (g) 
Sunday,  November 19 
7:30 pm  A.A. Meeting (c) 

 

Senior Meeting 
Our next meeting will be held on  

Tuesday, November 14th   

at 2:00 p.m.  

in the St. Joseph room of the parish office. 

Come and Enjoy, Coffee,  

Donuts, Bingo and  

Fellowship 

New Members  

Always Welcome 

 
 
 
 

Join us every Thursday 
 at 6:00 pm in  

Church  
as we pray the  

Rosary.   
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O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  

 
HOLIDAY FLEA MARKET 
LIGHT OF HEARTS VILLA 

283 Union Street – Bedford, OH 44146  
 

NOVEMBER 16, 9-5pm 
NOVEMBER 17, 9-5pm 
NOVEMBER 18, 9-2pm 

 
Proceeds support residents who have  

run out of private funds.   
No admission fee. 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
   Next week our special collection will support the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development.  More than 37 million 
people in the United States live in poverty.  This collection 
supports  programs that empower people to identify and 
address the obstacles they face in bringing permanent and 
positive change to their communities.   

Learn more about the  
Catholic Campaign for Human Development at 

www.usccb.org/cchd . 

Protecting God's Children  
 

The Diocese of Cleveland's  
"Protecting God's Children" program is a continuing effort to 
instruct and inform everyone about the protection of children 

from sexual abuse. 
 To report any past or present suspected inappropriate be-

havior toward children by priests, deacons, religious, lay ec-
clesial ministers or personnel associated with the Church,  

please contact the  
Diocesan Response Service Office  

at 216-334-2999 or via  email at  
response_services@dioceseofcleveland.org.  

You are also asked to immediately inform local authorities 
about inappropriate behavior.   

Pastoral Scene continued 
 

    What we never hear in this parable 
is the application of what becoming 
good soil really is –Perhaps what Je-
sus was really saying about becoming 
good soil are contained in the follow-
ing characteristics:  How do I self-
correct the flaws in my life?  How 
quickly do I repent when I am wrong?  
How willingly do I forgive?   

    Yielding to God’s cultivation through 
the events of our lives grows the ca-
pacity of fruitfulness in our lives and 
enables us to be the good soil that 
produces an abundant yield!  May our 
fruitfulness help to spread the Gospel 
and increase the love of God in the 
lives of those around us. 

   Sister Helene 
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O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  

A Unique Program to Strengthen and Heal Your Marriage  
Beginning January 26, 2024 

 
     The Retrouvaille program is designed to help married couples 
develop improved ways of communicating and relating to each 
other in order to overcome challenges which have le  them 
feeling frustrated, hurt, distant, or even hopeless.   
 
   Retrouvaille, which means rediscovery, is supported by the 
Catholic Diocese of Cleveland, and is open to couples of all 
faiths. This program consists of a weekend experience and six 
follow up sessions. For more information concerning the pro-
gram, or to register, visit www.helpourmarriage.org or call 
Shelly or Rob at 216.509.0301 or 440.836.4810.   

 

Pilgrimage to Greece with Father John Mullee 
 

Visit: Thessaloniki, Phillippi, Kavala, Kalambaka, Meteora, 
Delphi, Corinth, Athens, Piraeus, Mykonos, Kusadasi 

(Turkey) , Ephesus (Turkey), Patmos, Santorini 
June 15, 2024 thru June 25, 2024 

11 Days $4,999.00 Includes airfare from anywhere in the U.S. 
Proximo Travel 

For Sales: 
1-855-842-8001 or 508-340-9370 

or 440-457-7033 
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O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  



8 St. Monica Catholic Church  |  Garfield Heights, OH 

O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  



9 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  |  November 12, 2023 

R E A D I N G S  &  S O N G S  

Entrance Chant       685   Seek Ye First 
 

First Reading       Wisdom 6:12-16 
 

Resplendent and unfading is wisdom, 
and she is readily perceived by those who love her, 
and found by those who seek her. 
She hastens to make herself known in anticipation of their desire; 
Whoever watches for her at dawn shall not be disappointed, 
for he shall find her sitting by his gate. 
For taking thought of wisdom is the perfection of prudence, 
and whoever for her sake keeps vigil 
shall quickly be free from care; 
because she makes her own rounds, seeking those worthy of her, 
and graciously appears to them in the ways, 
and meets them with all solicitude. 
 

The Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 63:2-8 
 

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
 

O God, you are my God whom I seek; 
for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts 
like the earth, parched, lifeless and without water. 
 

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
 

Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary 
to see your power and your glory, 
For your kindness is a greater good than life; 
my lips shall glorify you. 
 

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
 

Thus will I bless you while I live; 
lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name. 
As with the riches of a banquet shall my soul be satisfied, 
and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you. 
 

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
 

I will remember you upon my couch, 
and through the night-watches I will meditate on you: 
You are my help, 
and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy. 
 

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
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R E A D I N G S  &  S O N G S  

Second Reading       1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 

We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, about those who have fallen asleep, so 
that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose, so too will God, through Jesus, bring with him those who have fallen asleep.  Indeed, we tell 
you this, on the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the 
Lord, will surely not precede those who have fallen asleep.  For the Lord himself, with a word of 
command, with the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet of God, will come down from 
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  Thus we shall always be with the 
Lord.  Therefore, console one another with these words. 
 

Gospel       Matthew 25:1-13 
 

Jesus told his disciples this parable: "The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took 
their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish and five were 
wise.  The foolish ones, when taking their lamps, brought no oil with them, but the wise brought 
flasks of oil with their lamps.  Since the bridegroom was long delayed, they all became drowsy 
and fell asleep.  At midnight, there was a cry, 'Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him!'  Then all those virgins got up and trimmed their lamps.  The foolish ones said to the wise, 
'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.'  But the wise ones replied, 'No, for there 
may not be enough for us and you.  Go instead to the merchants and buy some for your-
selves.'  While they went off to buy it, the bridegroom came and those who were ready went into 
the wedding feast with him.  Then the door was locked.  Afterwards the other virgins came and 
said, 'Lord, Lord, open the door for us!'  But he said in reply, 'Amen, I say to you, I do not know 
you.'  Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour." 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., 
Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 
 

Offertory Chant       657   Sacred Silence 
 

Communion Chant       800   Let Us Break Bread Together 
 

The Concluding Rites       566   Holy God, We Praise Thy Name 
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ST. JOHN FUNERAL HOME
Originated in the Buckeye Community of Cleveland in 1913

PRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNINGPRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNING

www.stjohnfh.com
16381 Chillicothe Rd.
Bainbridge Twp, OH
(440) 708-1855

923 Broadway Ave.
Bedford, OH

(440) 232-1155

 Mr. Pipeline’s
 Plumbing

Residential-Commercial
Licensed-Insured

Over 20 years in the plumbing business!
– SENIOR DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE! –

Call us: (216) 701-5971

Fortuna
funeral home

216-520-7335
7076 Brecksville Rd., Independence

5316 Fleet Ave., Cleveland
www.fortunafuneralhome.com

TEAR OFFS - RE-ROOFS
FREE ESTIMATES

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT
 Superior Quality
 at Affordable Prices
www.All-StarRoofingCo.com

A+

ALL-STAR
ROOFING CO.
216-332-0098

Ohio
CatholicMatch.com/OH

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Jason Novicky

jnovicky@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6542

Life Insurance Since 1879
Licensed in Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Ohio

Annuity/IRA for Insurance Member
• 1 year 4.25% offered through 5/1/24

 2 year 3.5%  • 5 year 4%
Please contact our office for more information. Rates Subject to change.

(216) 341-0444 F www.czechccu.org
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www.KuchtasAutomotive.com

Kuchta’s
AUTOMOTIVE

14255 Granger Rd
Maple Heights
216.587.5626

Complete Auto, Van,
 & Light Truck Repair

A.S.E Certified
3rd Generation Family 

Owned & Operated

Garfield Heights

5680 Turney Rd.
Garfield Hts.

216.662.8719

the helpful  p lace

 STATION TAVERN

Full Menu at Website
Station43Tavern.com

440-836-0043
solon, ohio

 SERVICE INSTALLATION SERVICE INSTALLATION
Heating • Air Conditioning • Ventilating

216.663.2300
COmmERCIAL • INduSTRIAL • INSTITuTIONAL

Burials, Cremations, Entombments, Prearrangement Services
Estate Planning Services, Complete Luncheon Facilities

Monument & Floral Selections

356 W. Aurora Road, Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
www.ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

Celebrating Life Since 1927

216-663-0663 | www.radair.com

$20 OFF Any 
Service Over $100

 4747 Turney Road 6505 Brecksville Road
 Garfield Heights, OH 44125 Independence, OH 44131

216-883-3900
gdfh.net

Four Generations of Quality Service

216-341-3413

Grande Oaks/ 
Grande Pavilion

Hiring RNs, LPNs, STNAs,
CNAs, Pandemic Aides.  

Apply within or call
440-658-1459 

Labella
L A W N C A R E  I N C .
A Weekly Maintenance 

& Landscaping Company
 

Senior, Military and Parish Discounts
216-390-3351

New Customers Receive 1 year FREE Fertilization

Lighting the Way for Senior Care:
Independent Living • Assisted Living 

Memory Care • Short-term Respite Stays

LIGHT of HEARTS VILLA
A Ministry of the Sisters of Charity Health System

bedford, oh • 440.232.1991 • lightofheartsvilla.org

Brian Kowalski
Plumbing & Bath, Inc.

216-401-2592
Complete

plumbing service
Faucets • Toilets

 Valves • Water Heaters
 Sewer/Drain Cleaning

 OH Lic #36534 Accept MC/Visa

Schedule a Visit Today!
Experience  first-hand all Trinity has to offer 

by visiting us during a regular school day! 

for more information go to:
https://ths.org/admissions/visit

or call  216-581-1061

WE GET YOU COLLEGE WE GET YOU COLLEGE 
AND CAREER READY!AND CAREER READY!

 5829 Turney Rd Info@WeldonPC.com
 Garfield Heights, OH 44125 Open 12PM-8PM Weekdays

COMPUTER PROBLEMS?
(216) 475-6000


