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Catholic Church

13623 Rockside Road
Garfield Heights, Ohio
Parish Office:
(216) 662-8685
Fax: (216) 662-1245

website: saintmonicachurch.net

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380
Early Learning Center
(216) 475-3633
OCFCU (216) 663-6800

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00
am— Noon on Wed. & Fri.
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net
by NOON on Friday

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a Christlike
family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the spiritual,
educational and social needs of the community.

PARISH CLERGY

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for parents.
Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Joseph Ungarsky
Pastoral Council Chairman
Bill Simon
Finance Council Chairman

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking full
membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and
Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are available
on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest can be
arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like to
receive communion, call the Parish Office.
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Pastoral Scene

LITURGY
SCHEDULE

Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.
Sunday, November 21

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

9:00 People of the Parish
10:45 Richard Koziol
2:00 Diocesan H.N.S. Memorial Mass
Monday, November 22

Saint Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr

8:00 John Lucas, Sr.

Tuesday, November 23
Weekday

8:00 Rocco DeLiberato
Wednesday, November 24

Saint Andrew, Dung-Lac, Priest, and Companions,
Martyrs

8:00 John Ondak

Thursday, November 25 Thanksgiving Day
Weekday

9:00 Richard Koziol
Friday, November 26
Weekday

8:00 Henry, JoAnn and Tom Murowsky
Saturday, November 27
Weekday

3:15 Confessions
4:00 Florence Eppele
Sunday, November 28
First Sunday of Advent

9:00 George and Marge Schwarz
10:45 People of the Parish
Please keep in your prayers the following members of
our Parish Community:
Joann Reddinger, Gloria Unger, John Jacob,
Anthony Lupica, Madison Jacob, Lisa &
Gaylene Bielawski, Mike Wyrzykowski, Jan
Angus, Alex Hervey, Larry Piechowiak, Toni
Oden, Veronica Mayak, Joan Kaczmarczyk,
Carol & Gerald DeLooze, Harrison Justin

Shepherd.
The names will remain in the bulletin for two weeks. Please call
the parish office if your name or a loved one’s name needs to be
added to the list. If you have a special intention you would like
remembered in prayer, please call Lillian Neptune (216) 662-

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended
to the families and friends of Mary Jane Toolis
who was buried this past week. May she, and
all our dearly departed, rest in peace.

November 21, 2021

Another Name
Yesterday, at the 4:00 Vigil Mass, twelve young adults celebrated their Confirmation. As part of that celebration, each
of them chose another name to be added to their identity.
You might wonder why it is that the Church asks those being confirmed to choose another name. The goal today is
to choose the name of a saint you can relate to, one who
inspires you, or one whose story motivates you to live out in
your life by turning to that saint for guidance and protection.
However, I believe the best explanation for choosing a new
name can be found in the Bible itself and best explains its
significance.
Throughout both the Old and New Testament, there are
many examples of the adding on or taking on of new
names. God changed the names of many to reflect the
special roles they would need to live out. When God made
a covenant with Abram, after changing his name to Abraham, God promised that he would be the father of a host of
nations and his descendants would be more numerous
than the stars in the sky. When Jacob wrestled through the
night with a ‘mysterious stranger’ and persevered, God
changed his name to Israel.
And who can forget that when Jesus changed Simon bar
Jonah’s name to Peter, his promise was that Peter would
be the ‘rock’ on which he would build his church. We see
this promise throughout Ecclesial Papal Lineage in the continuing practice of “taking a new name” by the newly elected Pope. In the Church, a name-change always signifies a
new covenant has been made between the person and
God.
The practice of changing a person’s name by the Church is
continued in its Rites and Rituals, although not a universal
practice anymore in religious life. In those communities in
which receiving a new name is the practice, the most common reason is that a new name makes more “visible” the
reality that this person is entering a new state in life.
In professing their Baptismal Vows before being given a
‘new name’ through their signing with Chrism, the candidates claimed their ‘new identities’ not only by receiving a
new name, but also by “sealing’ a new covenant with God
and the Church; a covenant to assume their responsibility
to enter a new state in life – that of a fully initiated member
of the Church!
These newly confirmed young adults are our future! As
Elijah Cummings wrote: “Our children are the living messages we send to a future” one we may never see or experience. Please keep them in your prayers to always be
faithful to the truths they so proudly professed yesterday!
Sister Helene
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We have a Drop Box!

Join us every
Thursday at 6:00
pm in Church as
we pray the Rosary. All are invited.

There is now a mailbox
slot to the left of our office
door! This should be a great
help for those who have difficulty with the stairs,
or because of our office hours, or for those who
have to return keys after meetings or events.
Please take advantage of this new convenience.

A special thank you to Mr.
and Mrs. Jim Biss for their
many donations of hand
sanitizer for our
parishioners.

The Parish Office
will be closed on
Thursday and Friday, November
25th and 26th for
the Thanksgiving
Holiday. Have a
safe and Happy Thanksgiving.

St. Monica will be participating in weGiveCatholic again
this year. You can donate
online or we will accept
donations which will be
entered manually. All donations received will be used
for the purchase of a new organ for our church.
Please join us on Giving Day, Tuesday, November
30, 2021. We will a have link on our website for your
convenience. Thank you for your generosity to St.
Monica Church.

Sandwich Saturday
Thank you to everyone
who have supported this ministry and thank you to the nuns
who are baking cookies to go
along with the sandwiches. It
is through the efforts of all that this ministry is
surviving.
At this time, our supply of jam is extremely low. If anyone would like to make any donations of jelly it would be greatly appreciated.
Any questions, please call the Parish Office, 216662-8685. As always, we Thank You!
COFFEE & DONUT SOCIAL
Religion Question of the Week

Join us after 9:00 Mass this Sunday.
Hosting will be members from Men
of the Vine.

What is the Pentateuch? (Answer on page 4)
Did You Know?

Did you know that there are presently 20 Catholic High
Schools in the Diocese of Cleveland?

Our next Coffee & Donut Social will be on December 5, after the 9:00 am Mass. Hosting will be
members who are Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion and Mass Coordinators.

One Liner

“If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten that
we belong to each other”. ( St. Mother Theresa )
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MONDAY, November 22

November 14, 2021

4:00 p.m. Athletic Practice (g)
4:15 p.m. Walking Group (J)

DUE TO EARLY BULLETIN TRANSMISSION
DATES, THESE FIGURES WILL BE POSTED AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE.

TUESDAY, November 23
4:00 p.m. Athletic Practice (g)

WEDNESDAY, November 24
8:00 a.m. Set up Craft Fair (school)
7:00 p.m. G.A. Mtg.(+)

THURSDAY, November 25 Happy Thanksgiving
8:00 a.m. Craft Fair Set up (school)

FRIDAY, November 26
8:00 a.m. Craft Fair set up (school)

SATURDAY, November 27

November 21, 2021

Please be generous in this week’s special collection for the
Catholic Campaign for Human Development. In the
United States, one in eight people lives in poverty. With
this collection, you support programs that address the
root causes of poverty and provide a sustainable future
for those struggling across the country. In addition, 25%
of the funds collected remain in our Diocese to fund local
antipoverty projects.

Please continue to mail in your donations,
donate online or drop off at the office. You can
also drop your donation in the baskets in church.
Thank you for your continued support.

8:30 a.m. Men of the Vine (ocu1&2)
9:00 a.m. RCIA (F)
9:00 a.m. Craft Fair (school)

SUNDAY, November 28
7:00 p.m. A.A. (AR)

Pro Orantibus Day

CRAFT FAIR
Please support
Zelie's Home and
St. Monica Respect for Life
Ministry by coming to the Christmas Craft Fair on Saturday, Nov. 27, 2021
(always the Saturday after Thanksgiving!) from
9am - 3pm in our very own St. Benedict
School. Adult admission/donation is $1 (children
under 14 are free). There will be beautiful handcrafted items, unique and personalized gifts,
and your favorite business vendors. Bring your
camera and see Santa from 10- 12 noon. Enjoy
delicious food in our Cafe, win at our 50/50 and
hourly craft raffles. And most of all, with your
help, you will be supporting the wonderful mission of Zelie's Home. See the flyer on page 7.

Sunday, November 21, is Pro Orantibus Day (“For
Those Who Pray”), honoring cloistered women
and men. It is a day of thanksgiving, solidarity,
and support for contemplative religious who
spend their lives in total dedication to God in
union with Jesus and interceding for the salvation of all.
Pope Pius the XII instituted this worldwide event
in 1953 and Pope St. John Paul II expanded its
celebration in 1997 to take place on the Memorial of Our Lady’s Presentation in the Temple. For
more information visit cloisteredlife.com

Annual Peterson Nut Sale!
THANK YOU! With the help of our
Parishioners and our Ladies Guild,
this sale has been a success.
IMPORTANT:
We have been notified by Peterson Nut Co. that the
manufacturer of the bags they use to package their
products in will not arrive until December. They
are doing everything in their power to deliver our
order by mid December. We appreciate everyone’s patience with this matter. As soon as we
have any updates, we will pass them along to everyone. We remain hopeful that we will receive our
order in time for the Christmas holiday. Any questions, call Sue Shepka, 216-965-5315.

Answer to This Week’s Religion Question

What is the Pentateuch?
Answer:

The Pentateuch is the name given to the first five books
in the Old Testament: Genesis, Leviticus, Numbers,
Exodus, and Deuteronomy.
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Jesuit Retreat Center Programs & Retreats

November 21, 2021

Important Notices For Parish Procedures

Jesuit Retreat Center, 5629 State Rd, Parma, OH
44134. https://www.jesuitretreatcenter.org

Hopefully the worst of the pandemic is behind us.
We have started to resume parish organization
meetings and are hoping to have our Lenten Fish
Frys. Because of this, we need to reinforce our policies and procedures which help us operate more
efficiently.

November Sabbath Days - a Personal Retreat Day.
Monday, November 22 from 8:30am - 3:30pm. In the busyness of our daily lives, in the midst of the struggles of our
times, there is a need to “come away” and to find time and
space to encounter God and reflect on our lives. So, we
have carved out time in the JRC calendar for those who
would like to come to JRC – to pray in our chapels, to sit in
quiet reading in the library, to walk and meditate on the
beautiful grounds. Cost: $50

1. Regarding the scheduling of meetings, or any
special events, the required form must be completed and submitted for your requests. Both the regular
facility request form and the Pavilion request form
are available online. You can also email your request to sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net. Request
by phone cannot be honored.

Cinema & Conversation: Soul. Monday, November 22
from 7:00 - 9:00pm. Join us at Jesuit Retreat Center each
month for films that inspire and entertain. After each movie, there will be time for conversation and questions. We
continue in in November with the multi award-winning
2020 Pixar and Walt Disney film, Soul. This thoughtprovoking animated film is about a middle school music
teacher named Joe Gardner who seeks to reunite his soul
and his body after they are accidentally separated, just
before his big break as a jazz musician.

2. Any request for bulletin announcements, must
be received in writing by the organization or person
sponsoring the event. This could also be emailed to
the bulletin editor or your written request can be
brought into the office. The latest an article can
arrive is before noon on Monday preceding the
event. No article is guaranteed.

Cost: Free Will Offering

These two procedures will be a great help to our
parish Staff. Thank you.
Fr. Thomas Haren

St. Nicholas Gift Giving 2021
The St. Monica St. Nicholas Christmas Gift Sharing Program will be
held again this year. Tags identifying the age, gender and type of
suggested gift can be obtained in
the vestibule starting the weekends of December 4th & 5th and
December 11th & 12th. Please return to
Church the wrapped gifts with the tags
securely attached the weekend of December
18th & 19th. Volunteers are needed to help
sort on Sunday, December 19th after the
10:45 am Mass.

Come Celebrate the Feast of Christ the King
Sunday, November 21 is the Feast of Christ the
King which brings to a close the Church’s Liturgical Year.
It is also the occasion for the Shrine Church of St. Stanislaus in Cleveland to celebrate Solemn Vespers with Eucharistic Devotions. Complete with full musical accompaniment and processions, many find it one of the most
moving celebrations of the year. Vespers begin at 4:30
pm and the Shrine will open for private prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament all afternoon. ALL are welcome!

CLE21:6 January 8, 2022
10:00 am—9:00 pm
John Carroll University
Tickets on sale through November 15 online at
dioceseofcleveland.org/cle216. $35 per person.
CLE21:6 is a day sponsored by the Office of
Youth Ministry of the Diocese of Cleveland to
ignite teens in their faith and gather in fellowship as young Church. Exploring Matthew 21:6,
CLE 21:6 will help launch teens into following
Christ and living as missionary disciples.
(see flyer on page 6)
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