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Catholic Church

13623 Rockside Road
Garfield Heights, Ohio
Parish Office:
(216) 662-8685
Fax: (216) 662-1245

website: saintmonicachurch.net

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380
Early Learning Center
(216) 475-3633
OCFCU (216) 663-6800

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00
am— Noon on Wed. & Fri.
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net
by NOON on Friday

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a Christlike
family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the spiritual,
educational and social needs of the community.

PARISH CLERGY

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for parents.
Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Joseph Ungarsky
Pastoral Council Chairman
Bill Simon
Finance Council Chairman

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking full
membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and
Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are available
on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest can be
arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like to
receive communion, call the Parish Office.
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Pastoral Scene

LITURGY
SCHEDULE

Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.

Creating a Will / Estate Planning:
Our Final Act of Stewardship

Sunday, November 28
First Sunday of Advent

9:00 George and Marie Schwarz
10:45 People of the Parish
Monday, November 29
Advent Weekday

8:00 Marge Konkowski
6:30 Eucharistic Exposition & Vespers w/Confessions
Tuesday, November 30
Saint Andrew, Apostle

8:00 Helen & Chester Basiewicz

We are all stewards of the gifts given to us by
God. As individuals, we have a responsibility to
receive gifts gratefully, to cultivate them responsibly, to share our gifts with others and to return
them with increase to God. As a parish, we have
a responsibility to help our parishioners practice
responsible stewardship.

Thursday, December 2

One aspect of stewardship is taking the time to
create a plan for your family and your assets.
From a practical perspective, this means taking
the time to consider your legacy and to create an
estate plan.

8:00 Robert M. Komornik
Friday, December 3

Thoughtful Planning On Your Part Can Be One of
the Best Gifts You Can Give Your Family!

8:00 Patrick Donovan
Saturday, December 4

When you create an Estate Plan (also called a
Last Will and Testament), you are:
+ Saying “I love you” to those you hold dear
by providing for them after your death
+ Saving your loved ones the burden of administrative time, expense and inconvenience
+ Testifying to what you hold most dear and
considering your legacy
+ Perhaps expressing your gratitude to God
and remembering the Church in your plan
+ Being a good steward of what has been
entrusted to you by God
For more information, visit our web site at:
http://saintmonicachurch.net/Legacy.html There
you will find:
+ Tools to help you be a good steward of your
resources
+ Information on how to begin to create and
update your personal estate plan
+ Access to view and request printed materials
to read later

Wednesday, December 1
Advent Weekday

8:00 Mike and Mary Stradiot
Advent Weekday

Saint Francis Xavier, Priest

Advent Weekday

3:15 Confessions
4:00 People of the Parish
Sunday, December 5

Second Sunday of Advent

9:00 Mary and Ernest Malicki
10:45 William J. Gadomski

Please keep in your prayers the following members of
our Parish Community:
Joann Reddinger, Gloria Unger, John Jacob,
Anthony Lupica, Madison Jacob, Lisa &
Gaylene Bielawski, Mike Wyrzykowski, Jan
Angus, Alex Hervey, Larry Piechowiak, Toni
Oden, Veronica Mayak, Joan Kaczmarczyk,
Carol & Gerald DeLooze, Harrison Justin

Shepherd.
The names will remain in the bulletin for two weeks. Please call
the parish office if your name or a loved one’s name needs to be
added to the list. If you have a special intention you would like
remembered in prayer, please call Lillian Neptune (216) 662-

If you don’t have internet access, but would like
more information, please contact me at the
Parish Office.
- Bob Soeder

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to
all our families and friends who have past away.
May all of our dearly departed rest in peace.
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Join us every
Thursday at 6:00
pm in Church as
we pray the Rosary. All are invited.

Congratulations to our newest
Baptized Catholic:
Charlotte Irene Klutarich

St. Monica will be participating in weGiveCatholic
again this year. You can
donate online or we will accept donations through the
office which will be entered manually. All donations received will be
used for the purchase of a new organ for our
church. Please join us on Giving Day, Tuesday, November 30, 2021. We will a have link on
our website for your convenience. Thank you for
your generosity to St. Monica Church.

May God continue to bless her
and her family.

A New Organ for our Church
As you are probably aware, we have been in need
of a new organ in Church for quite some time. The
organ is almost 20 years old, and because the manufacturer of our instrument went out of business a few
years ago, we have been unable to obtain the parts
needed to make necessary repairs.
Almost two years ago, we began a discussion
about replacing the instrument, but with the onset of
COVID-19 and all if its ramifications, we placed the
process on hold.
At a recent Finance Council meeting we reopened
the discussion, which resulted in the approval
to purchase a new instrument. The organ that was
approved will be very similar in style, function and
sound, and as well as reasonably priced. More details
will be forthcoming.
- Fr. Haren and Bob Soeder

Now in our tenth year, St. Benedict Catholic School continues to strive to expand its programs and offerings to the
students. It is our mission to provide an excellent Catholic
education rooted in the Gospel message of peace, acceptance, understanding and service to others for all children in our community. In order to meet our mission, we
rely on the generosity of individuals and businesses for
support. Without the assistance of individuals like you, we
would not be able to successfully serve those in our
school community each year.
Again this year, St. Benedict Catholic School is participating in the online day of Catholic Giving in Northeast
Ohio! On Tuesday, November 30, online donations can
be made through the secure website: https://
www.wegivecatholic.org/organization/St-Benedict-Catholic
-School-1 Please consider making your yearly donation to
St. Benedict Catholic School online.

Sandwich Saturday
Join us for our next
Sandwich Saturday on
December 4, the first Saturday in Advent. We will be making 300 sandwiches to send to St. Ignatius who delivers to
the homeless in Cleveland.
All are invited! We hope to see you
there!

Congratulations to the following St. Benedict Alumni who received honors from Trinity High School for the first half term:
First Honors: Bianca Brown, Chloe Brown, Cynthia Grayson, Lauren Harris, Gabrielle Hemphill, Karisma Howell, Calaiya Jackson, Ethan Marino, Nikkira McCall, Sophia Radosevic, Taylor Serafine, Jasmine Smoot, Rani Thigpen, Alexander Williams, and Mackenzie Williams
Second Honors: Sarah Bailey, Luke Bandsuh, Marindia
Long, Khalaya Robertson, Grace Russo, and Janaya Smoot
Merit Roll: Nicolas Benedictis, Iniya Charlton, Neva'eh Harrison, Maciaha Irving, Christian Locke, Amy Reese, Molly
Russo, Owen Sopkovich-Schorpp, and Arionne Thomas.

Religion Question of the Week

What is “Canon Law” ? (Answer on page 4)
Did You Know?

Did you know that the “official name” for the location on
both St. Mary Seminary and Borromeo Seminary is called
the Center for Pastoral Leadership?

COFFEE & DONUT SOCIAL
Our next Coffee & Donut Social will
be on December 5, after the 9:00 am
Mass. Hosting will be members who
are Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion and Mass Coordinators.

One Liner

“Problems are caused by solutions based on assumptions
that are no longer valid (Ed Burke)
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MONDAY, November 29
4:00 p.m. Athletic Practice (g)
4:15 p.m. Walking Group (J)
7:00 p.m. Holy Name Board Mtg (F)

TUESDAY, November 30

4:00 p.m. Athletic Practice (g)
7:00 p.m. Ward 7 Block Watch Mtg (AR)

WEDNESDAY, December 1
3:00 p.m. Christmas Play practice (g)
4:00 p.m. Athletic Practice (g)
7:00 p.m. G.A. Mtg.(+)

November 14, 2021
Regular Offertory………………………………$ 5,261.00
St. Monica Fund………………………………$ 471.00
Misc. Envelopes………………………………$ 136.00
Thank you for your generous support last week for the
collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development!

Please continue to mail in your donations,
donate online or drop off at the office. You can
also drop your donation in the baskets in church.
Thank you for your continued support.

THURSDAY, December 2
3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
4:15 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Christmas Play practice (g)
Athletic practice (g)
RCIA (F)
Walking Group (J)
Pastoral Council Mtg (F)

FRIDAY, December 3
8:00 a.m. Set up Sandwich Saturday (J)
4:00 p.m. Athletic Practice (g)

SATURDAY, December 4
8:00 a.m. RCIA (F)
9:00 a.m. Sandwich Saturday (J)
11:00 a.m. Special Population Free Throw Contest (g)

SUNDAY, December 5

9:00 a.m. Coffee & Donut Social (c)
7:00 p.m. A.A. (AR)

Senior Group
The St. Monica Senior board
meeting will be held on Tuesday,
December 7th at 2:00 pm in the
St. Francis Room in the
Parish Office.

Effective December 1st, our
Office Hours will be extended
until 5:00 pm Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. At this time, the office will
still close at Noon on Wednesday & Friday.

We have a Drop Box!
There is now a mailbox
slot to the left of our office
door! This should be a
great help for those who have difficulty with the
stairs, or because of our office hours, or for
those who have to return keys after meetings or
events. Please take advantage of this new convenience and feel free to leave correspondence,
keys, or donation envelopes through this slot.
Any questions, please call the office.
Annual Peterson Nut Sale!

The Garfield Heights Ward 7 Block Watch,
sponsored by Councilman Tom

THANK YOU! With the help of
our Parishioners and our
Ladies Guild, this sale has
been a success.
IMPORTANT:
New bags have been received!
Peterson Nut Company has informed me they are
doing everything they possibly can to get our order
together and out to us as quickly as possible. We
appreciate everyone’s patience with this matter.
As soon as we know what our delivery date will be,
we will pass that along to everyone. We remain
hopeful that we will receive our order in time for
the Christmas holiday. Any questions, call Sue
Shepka, 216-965-5315.

Vaughn, will meet Tuesday, November 30th at 7:00 PM in the St. Augustine room of St. Benedict School.
Our guest speaker will be Judge
Deborah Nicastro. Nonperishable
items for the St.Vincent DePaul Food Pantry would
be appreciated. All are welcome. For more information contact Gail, 216-662-9213.
Answer to This Week’s Religion Question

What is “Canon Law” ?
Answer:

Canon Law are the official rules and regulations of the
Catholic Church.
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Important Notices For Parish Procedures

Special Holy Hours in Advent

Hopefully the worst of the pandemic is behind us.
We have started to resume parish organization
meetings and are hoping to have our Lenten Fish
Frys. Because of this, we need to reinforce our policies and procedures which help us operate more
efficiently.

Recently the American Bishops met in Baltimore, Maryland to discuss the importance of the Eucharist in the lives
of Catholics. One of the suggestions was to promote Eucharistic Adoration in our extra-ordinary services that we
conduct in our Churches. During pre-covid times we used
to have Holy Hours during the Season of Advent. We will
continue this practice again this year, but with a special
emphasis. Each Holy Hour will be focused on a particular
need for our Catholic Church in America. These Holy Hours
will be celebrated on Monday evenings, beginning November 29th, through December 20th. They will begin at 6:30
pm in Church:
On November 29th we will pray for our Supreme Court
who will be hearing a special case that could help overturn
Roe v. Wade. This decision in 1973 legalized the killing of
unborn children in our country. Since that time over
62,000,000 children have been killed in the name of
“reproductive rights” in America. This abomination must
come to an end, and our prayers before the Blessed Sacrament can help make this possible.
On December 6th, we will pray for all who have
suffered, in any way, from the covid-19 pandemic which
has been raging for over twenty-one months in our Country. Many have suffered from this illness, and many have
lost relatives and friends to this disease. We will pray that
Jesus will comfort all who are still suffering, and also pray
for an end to this terrible blight on our world.
On December 13th, we will be celebrating a Festival of
Praise, with special music, to pray for those who are experiencing any health or economic needs at this present
time.
On December 20th, we will pray the ”O Antiphons”
commemorating the days of Advent which celebrate the
anticipation of the Messiah coming into the world at
Christmas.
Besides the exposition of the Blessed Sacrament ,the
Sacrament of Penance will also be available on these evenings for those who would like to make this a part of their
spiritual preparation for the Feast of Our Lord’s Birth.
Please make some time in your busy schedules to come to
Church this Advent Season. It will add a lot to your enjoyment of the Christmas Season.

1. Regarding the scheduling of meetings, or any
special events, the required form must be completed and submitted for your requests. Both the regular
facility request form and the Pavilion request form
are available online. You can also email your request to sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net. Request
by phone cannot be honored.
2. Any request for bulletin announcements, must
be received in writing by the organization or person
sponsoring the event. This could also be emailed to
the bulletin editor or your written request can be
brought into the office. The latest an article can
arrive is before noon on Monday preceding the
event. No article is guaranteed.
These two procedures will be a great help to our
parish Staff. Thank you.
Fr. Thomas Haren

St. Nicholas Gift Giving 2021
The St. Monica St. Nicholas
Christmas Gift Sharing Program will be held again this
year. Tags identifying the
age, gender and type of
suggested
gift
can
be
obtained in the vestibule
starting the weekends of December
4th & 5th and December 11th &
12th. Please return to Church the
wrapped gifts with the tags
securely attached the weekend of December
18th & 19th. Volunteers are needed
to help sort on Sunday, December
19th after the 10:45 am Mass.

God bless you,
Fr. Thomas Haren, Fr. Ted Marszal, Deacon Stan
Drozell, Bob Soeder and Sr. Helene
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