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13623 Rockside Road
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Parish Office:
(216) 662-8685
Fax: (216) 662-1245

website: saintmonicachurch.net

St. Benedict: (216) 662-9380
Early Learning Center
(216) 475-3633
OCFCU (216) 663-6800

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is open
8:00am—4:00 pm. Mon.,
Tues. & Thurs & 8:00
am— Noon on Wed. & Fri.
MASSES: 7 days a week
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m
Bulletin Announcements due to
sshepka@saintmonicachurch.net
by NOON on Friday

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a Christlike
family, welcoming all people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the spiritual,
educational and social needs of the community.

PARISH CLERGY

BAPTISM: Please make arrangements in advance. Baptisms are performed on Sundays,
immediately following the 10:45 a.m. Mass. Pre-Baptismal instruction is required for parents.
Please call the Parish Office for time of next scheduled class.

Rev. Thomas A. Haren, Pastor
Rev. Theodore Marszal,
Senior Parochial Vicar
Rev. Thomas G. Montavon,
Retired, in Residence
Stan Drozell, Deacon

PASTORAL STAFF
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz
SSJ-TOSF,
Parish Catechetical Leader
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net

Bob Soeder, Director of
Liturgy and Music
Stan Jakosh, Business Mgr
Susan Shepka, Office Mgr
Joseph Ungarsky
Pastoral Council Chairman
Bill Simon
Finance Council Chairman

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): Adults and school-age children seeking full
membership in the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and
Eucharist can make an appt. to continue their conversion process by calling the Parish Office.
RECONCILIATION: Opportunities to celebrate God’s forgiveness in one’s life are available
on Saturday afternoons from 3:15-3:45 p.m. Individual appointments with a Priest can be
arranged.
MATRIMONY: The Diocese of Cleveland requires a 6-month preparation period for
marriage. Call the Parish Office to set your wedding date and plan your celebration.
CONFIRMATION: Any adult or high school student needing Confirmation, please call the
Parish Office to schedule preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Celebrated upon request. Call the Parish Office to make
arrangements with one of our Priests.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Please call the Parish Office to register.
ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC SCHOOL: Provides Catholic education for students K-8.
School hrs.: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Before & After Care available. Mrs. Lisa Oriti, School Principal

EUCHARIST FOR THE HOMEBOUND: Parish Team and Staff Members visit the

homebound on a monthly basis. If you or someone you know is homebound and would like to
receive communion, call the Parish Office.
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Pastoral Scene

LITURGY
SCHEDULE

Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 12

Third Sunday of Advent

9:00 People of the Parish
10:45 Rudolph and Cecilia Gurgol
Monday, December 13

Saint Lucy, Virgin & Martyr

8:00 All Souls
6:30 Festival of Praise w/Confessions
Tuesday, December 14

Saint John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor of the Church

8:00 Wanda & Henry Rowinski
Wednesday, December 15
Advent Weekday

8:00 Living & deceased members of William
Bennett Family
Thursday, December 16
Advent Weekday

8:00 Richard Koziol, Sr.
Friday, December 17
Late Advent Weekday

8:00 Diane Fargo
Saturday, December 18
Late Advent Weekday

3:15 Confessions
4:00 Dorothy Perchinske
Sunday, December 19

Fourth Sunday of Advent

9:00 People of the Parish
10:45 Joseph & Margaret Dubas

Please keep in your prayers the following members of
our Parish Community:
Michael Walker, Marianne Toma, Denise
Vlasek, Joann Reddinger, Gloria Unger, John
Jacob, Anthony Lupica, Madison Jacob, Lisa &
Gaylene Bielawski, Mike Wyrzykowski, Jan
Angus, Alex Hervey, Larry Piechowiak, Toni
Oden, Veronica Mayak, Joan Kaczmarczyk,
Carol & Gerald DeLooze, Harrison Justin Shepherd.
The names will remain in the bulletin for two weeks. Please call
the parish office if your name or a loved one’s name needs to be
added to the list. If you have a special intention you would like
remembered in prayer, please call Lillian Neptune (216) 6625464.

INFANT
Tiny fingers and toes. A little yawn. A loud cry. An
infant wrapped in swaddling clothes. “What will this
child be?” It is a question every parent asks time
and time again. As first steps are taken, as personalities emerge, as a child shows interest in reading,
drawing or climbing, the question is on our lips.
“What will this child be?” This question is asked as
John the Baptist is born. Will he be a priest like his
father? Does his strange, unexpected name signal
a departure from that inheritance? Could Elizabeth
and Zechariah ever have predicted what would be?
Under the tutelage of his priestly father, John
“became strong in spirit.” As an adult, John would
retreat into the desert to preach repentance. He
would attract a large following and eventually attract the attention of the rulers of the day. He would
point out the adulterous ways of King Herod and
would find himself in prison. Eventually, he would
be beheaded. But today, he is a child, an infant
newly born.
We’re reminded of the great humility required of
parents. The character formation, the discipline and
encouragement, the violin lessons and soccer practice, every parental effort is subjected to the decisions of the child himself/herself. Even children on
a sure track by high school graduation transform
under life’s circumstances. Entrusting our children
to God can be incredibly intimidating. “What will this
child be,” especially when that transformation lies
outside of my control? John the Baptist’s story
might not have ended as his parents imagined. But
he is celebrated as the greatest of the prophets, as
the one who prepared the way for the Messiah.
Here is the hope of all Christian parents—that our
children would be raised in such a way that when
people meet them, they meet Jesus Christ.
Deacon Stan

Our sincere sympathy and prayers are extended to
the families and friends of: Rev. Joseph Cappelletti, Rev. Edwin M. Leonard, Frank Czerwony,
Nancy Lilley & Francis “Frank” Major who were
recently buried. May they, and all of our dearly
departed, rest in peace.
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Join us every
Thursday at 6:00
pm in Church as
we pray the Rosary. All are invited.

Celebrating Christmas Traditions
Christmas in Germany
A big part of the Christmas celebrations in Germany
begins during Advent. Several different types of Advent calendars are used in German homes. The
most common is a poster-sized calendar with 24
doors representing each day of Advent. Another
type is called the 'Advent Kranz' -- a ring of fir
branches that has four candles on it. This is similar
to the Advent candle wreaths that are often used in
Churches. One candle is lit at the beginning of each
week in Advent.

There will be a Divine
Mercy Holy Hour this Sunday, December 12 at 2:30
pm in Church. All are
welcome!

Christmas Trees are very important in Germany and
were first used during the late Middle Ages. When
there were young children in the house, the trees
were secretly decorated by the mother of the family
after the children went to sleep.

Coats For Kids
The Knights of Columbus , Council #4130 of
Garfield Heights, will be conducting a “Coats
For Kids” Campaign again this weekend, December 11/12. Because of the covid pandemic, instead of collecting coats, financial donations are requested. Envelopes can be found
in both the Rockside Road Vestibule and in
the Shrine Area Vestibule. They thank you for
your willingness to assist the Council in this
endeavor.

Christmas Eve is the main day when Germans exchange presents with their families after the family
dinner and wish everyone Frohe Weihnachten
(Merry Christmas). Christmas Day is called “Erster
Feiertag” ('first celebration') and the 26th of December is known as "Zweiter Feiertag” ('second celebration'). Carp or Goose are often served for the main
Christmas meal. Stollen is a popular fruited yeast
bread that is eaten at Christmas.

In some parts of Germany, mainly the southeast of
the country, children write to the 'das Christkind/
Christkindl' asking for presents. The letters to the
Christkind are decorated with sugar glued to the envelope to make them sparkly and attractive to look
at. Children leave the letters on the windowsill at the Parish Office Hours
beginning of or during Advent. Santa Claus or Father Christmas brings the main Christmas presents The Parish Office is now
on December 24th.

open until 5:00 pm on

In some regions of Germany, Nikolaus (St. Nicholas) Monday, Tuesday and
‘visits ‘on the 6th of December. At small workplaces Thursday. At this time, the office will still
and school parties, secret presents are often exchanged. A door is opened just wide enough for close at Noon on Wednesday and Friday.

small presents to be thrown into the room. The presents are then passed around among the people until each person has the correct present! It is thought
to be bad luck to find out who sent each present.

Religion Question of the Week

What does the motto of the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) “
A.M.D.G. mean? (Answer on page 4)
Did You Know?

COFFEE & DONUT SOCIAL

Did you know the new “St. Benedict Catholic School Day
Care Center” which opened on the grounds of St. Martin
of Tours Church already has eleven children?

Join us for our Coffee & Donut
Social on Sunday, December 19
after the 9:00 am Mass. Hosting
will be Lectors and members of Pre Cana.
The next Social will be January 9th with Ushers and Tri M hosting.

One Liner

“Happiness and moral duty are inseparable connected”. (George Washington)
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MONDAY, December 13
4:00 p.m.
4:15 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Athletic Practice (g)
Walking Group (J)
CWV Mtg. (c)
Festival of Praise w/Confessions (+)
Finance Council Mtg. (F)

TUESDAY, December 14
2:00 p.m. Senior Mtg. (J)
4:00 p.m. Athletic Practice (g)

WEDNESDAY, December 15
3:00 p.m. Christmas Play practice & set-up(g)
7:00 p.m. G.A. Mtg.(+)

THURSDAY, December 16
3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
4:15 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Christmas Play practice (g)
RCIA (F)
Walking Group (J)
Guild Mtg. (c)
Drama Ministry Christmas Play (g)

Regular Sunday Offering…………..……….$ 7,684.00
St. Monica Fund………………………………$ 946.00
Misc. Envelopes……………………………….$ 2,550.00
We Share November
Sunday Offering………………………………..$ 5,943.50
St. Monica Fund………………………………..$ 721.00
Elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order
priests have offered their lives in service to others—
educating the young, comforting the sick, and ministering
to the less fortunate. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for
Religious helps furnish medications, nursing care, and
more. Please give generously.

Please continue to mail in your donations,
donate online or drop off at the office. You can
also drop your donation in the baskets in church.
Thank you for your continued support.

FRIDAY, December 17
8:00 a.m. Drama Ministry Play for school (g)

Christmas at St. Monica Church

SATURDAY, December 18

The Christmas Season is approaching
rapidly. The Parish Giving Tree, Advent
Holy Hours, the Garfield Heights Lights
in the Heights event, are just some of
the reminders that we are preparing for
this wonderful time of the year. There
will be several Masses being celebrated on Christmas Eve,
and Christmas Day. Please make this a special time to
grow with your family in the practice of your Catholic
Faith. Also, please remember St. Monica Church in your
charitable giving. These much- needed funds are very important for the support of our parish. Looking forward to
seeing all of you at Christmas.

8:00 a.m. RCIA (F)

SUNDAY, December 19

9:00 a.m. Coffee & Donut Social ©
6:00 p.m. Lights in the Heights (grounds)

Garfield Heights Lights in the Heights
On Sunday, December 19th, the Churches of Garfield
Heights are sponsoring a special Christmas Pilgrimage at
the local Churches. Each participating Church will open
their grounds for Christmas presentations from 6:00 -8:00
pm. The Pastoral Council of St. Monica Church is hosting
this event for our parish. There will be Christmas music,
Santa Claus, and gift bags distributed at our sight. Please
drop by in your car to visit the various sights. This is a
wonderful way to prepare for the Season of Christmas.

MEMORIAL FLOWER
ENVELOPES

We will again post the names
of deceased loved ones
remembered through the Christmas Flower Memorial Fund
envelopes. Names you submit with your donation by
Friday, December 17th, will be posted on the bulletin
boards in the Rockside Road vestibule during the Christmas season. Through your generous offerings, flowers
and supplies are purchased to enhance our liturgies
throughout Advent and Christmas. This is a beautiful way
to remember your loved ones and at the same time contribute to our liturgical celebrations. Please turn these envelopes in through the Sunday collection or drop off at the
Parish Office as soon as possible.

Senior Group
The St. Monica Senior Club will
have a Christmas Party and general
meeting Tuesday, December 14th at
2:00 pm in the St. Joseph Room in the
Parish Office. Please bring a $1.00
gift exchange item.
Answer to This Week’s Religion Question

What does the motto of the Society of Jesus
(Jesuits) “ A.M.D.G. mean?
Answer

A.M.D.G. means “All for the Greater Honor and Glory
of God”.
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Memorial Bricks:

Special Holy Hours in Advent

All of the bricks that were ordered
earlier in the year have been engraved and installed at the
shrine. We will start taking orders for additional bricks starting in the Spring.

Recently the American Bishops met in Baltimore, Maryland to discuss the importance of the Eucharist in the lives
of Catholics. One of the suggestions was to promote Eucharistic Adoration in our extra-ordinary services that we
conduct in our Churches. During pre-covid times we used
to have Holy Hours during the Season of Advent. We will
continue this practice again this year, but with a special
emphasis. Each Holy Hour will be focused on a particular
need for our Catholic Church in America. These Holy Hours
will be celebrated on Monday evenings, beginning November 29th, through December 20th. They will begin at 6:30
pm in Church:
On December 13th, we will be celebrating a Festival of
Praise, with special music, to pray for those who are experiencing any health or economic needs at this present
time.
On December 20th, we will pray the ”O Antiphons”
commemorating the days of Advent which celebrate the
anticipation of the Messiah coming into the world at
Christmas.
Besides the exposition of the Blessed Sacrament ,the
Sacrament of Penance will also be available on these evenings for those who would like to make this a part of their
spiritual preparation for the Feast of Our Lord’s Birth.
Please make some time in your busy schedules to come to
Church this Advent Season. It will add a lot to your enjoyment of the Christmas Season.

Annual Peterson Nut Sale!
GREAT NEWS!!!!

We have received word that our
delivery date will be Tuesday,
December 14. Everyone will be
able to PICK UP their orders beginning at 2:00 pm. We will be there until 5:00 pm
that day. Please let us know if this does not work
for you and we will try to make other plans for you
to receive your order. We appreciate everyone’s
patience with this.
If anyone can help with the delivery and pick-up,
please call Sue Shepka, 216-965-5315.

Refresh & Renew!
Calling all Women!
Join us in January as we refresh and
renew ourselves after the rush of the
holiday season. Spiritual, relaxation, and of course, refreshments!
More information will be coming!

God bless you,
Fr. Thomas Haren, Fr. Ted Marszal, Deacon Stan
Drozell, Bob Soeder and Sr. Helene

St. Nicholas Gift Giving 2021
The St. Monica St. Nicholas Christmas
Gift Sharing Program will be held again this
year. Tags identifying the age, gender and
type of suggested gift can be obtained in
the vestibule and Rockside Rd entrance.
Please return to Church the wrapped gifts
with the tags securely attached the weekend of December 18th & 19th. Volunteers are needed to help sort on Sunday,
December 19th after the 10:45 am Mass.
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December 2021 - Jesuit Retreat Center Programs & Retreats
Jesuit Retreat Center, 5629 State Rd, Parma, OH
44134. https://www.jesuitretreatcenter.org
Advent Reflection: Deepen your Advent using the
gift of Ignatian Spirituality. Tuesday, December 14 from
8:45am - 10:45am. Presented by Fr. Paul O’Connor, SJ. Join
us for prayer, reflection, a presentation, and sharing at the
Jesuit Retreat Center. Fr. Paul O’Connor, SJ, the Director of
Mission & Identity at JRC, offers several gifts of Ignatian
Spirituality that will be directly applied to an Advent prayer
experience. Cost: $25
Calix AA Men's Retreat. Friday, December 17, 5:30pm Sunday, December 19, 11:30am. Presented by George B. and
Patrick M. A Recovery Retreat at Jesuit Retreat Center is a
time to nurture your serenity and find the strength to work
the steps of recovery. The weekend includes presentations
and 5 meals. Limited scholarship assistance is available. Included are daily conferences, time for prayer and reflection,
a healing service, and Mass. Cost: $200
December Morning Prayer for Women. Monday, December 20 from 9:30 - 11:00am. Presented by Sr. Mary Ann
Flannery, SC. Women from all walks of life are invited to
pray together and learn more about the beauty of prayer.
Led by Sr. Mary Ann Flannery, S.C., this prayer group will
refresh your spirit and help you find strength in regular
prayer habits. Just bring your Bible and come as you are!
Price includes coffee and pastry. Registrations are encouraged, but walk-ins welcome! Cost: $10
Cinema & Conversation: It's a Wonderful Life. Monday, December 20 from 7:00pm - 9:00pm. Join us at Jesuit
Retreat Center each month for films that inspire and entertain. After each movie, there will be time for conversation
and questions. We continue in December with the 1946
American Christmas classic, It's a Wonderful Life. Cost: Free
Will Offering
A New Year’s Eve Retreat at JRC - "See, I Am Doing
A New Thing". Friday, December 31, 5:30pm - Saturday,
January 1, 11:30am. Presented by Bill Hobbs. As we turn the
page on the calendar to 2022, we take time to pause and reflect on the past year and plan for the year ahead. The evening begins with dinner at 5:30 pm, followed by a reflection
and time for quiet prayer. We will gather before midnight for
some conversation and to share a toast to the New Year. In
the morning, we will conclude with liturgy and brunch. Cost:
$100

JUST IN TIME FOR THE HOLIDAY!
Help us build a Culture of Life while you save
50% on Restaurants (fast food to fancy),
Westside Market, Leisure time activities, Golf,
retail stores, and much, much more! The Our
Town & All-Around book is $28. There's something for everyone in this book! Call Regina at
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