
OUR MISSION 
We, the parish of St. Monica, work to create a Christlike family, welcoming all 

people where one encounters a loving God, by serving the spiritual, 
educational and social needs of the community. 

13623 Rockside Road, Garfield Heights, OH 
Office: (216) 662-8685  |  Fax: (216) 662-1245 

ST. MONICA 
C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  

DEC 

17 
2023 

Masses 
Saturday  |  4:00pm 
Sunday  |  9:00 and 10:45am 
Monday - Friday  |  8:00am 

Confession 
Saturday  |  3:15pm 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday  |  8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Friday  |   8:00 am - Noon 
Saturday & Sunday  |   Closed 

Parish Clergy 
Rev. John J. Mullee, Pastor 
Rev. Theodore Marszal 
Retired, in Residence 
Stan Drozell, Deacon 

Pastoral Staff 
Sister Helene Skrzyniarz SSJ-TOSF 
Parish Catechetical Leader 
srhelene@saintmonicachurch.net 
Molly Grunau,  
Director of Liturgy and Music 
Diane O’Neill, Business Manager 
Susan Shepka, Office Manager 
Joseph Ungarsky,  
Pastoral Council Chairman 
Bill Simon, Finance Council Chairman 
Bob Soeder, Web Master 

Bulletin Announcements 
Email: srjoyce@saintmonicachurch.net 
by NOON on Friday the week before 

Additional Contacts 
St. Benedict  |  (216) 662-9380 
Early Learning Center  |  (216) 475-3633 
OCFCU  |  (216) 663-6800 

Welcome! 
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This Week’s Highlight Pastoral Scene 

“The world promises us pleasure, but 
it is only in Jesus that we find joy.”   

St. Thérèse of Lisieux 
 

        This week we light the pink advent 
candle which represents JOY.  How do 
we find joy in our severely broken 
world?  Simply put… keep our focus on 
Jesus.  Satan uses every attempt to steer 
us away from God’s truth.  He wants us 
to distort our views and cause confu-
sion.  Satan wants us to believe that life 
does not begin at conception, life ends  

when we want, you can choose to be male or female, and marriage can be between two men and 
two women.  These types of worldly ways are not in harmony with God.  Many souls have be-
come lost, saddened, and in despair.  There is no lasting peace or joy when following the worldly 
ways. 
    From the beginning, God has given us the Truth.  Good morals and values will always keep us 
close to Jesus.  Life does begin at conception, life here on earth ends at natural death (life will 
continue eternally either in Heaven or Hell), God creates us to be either a man or a woman, and 
marriage shall be between a man and woman.  If we know and believe in God’s truth, follow in 
His ways.  His ways lead to peace, hope, and JOY!  There is so much joy when you stand before 
Jesus, knowing you try your best to follow in His footsteps. 
    “Joy is not the same as pleasure or happiness.  A wicked and evil man may have pleasure, 
while any ordinary mortal is capable of being happy.  Pleasure generally comes from things, and 
always through the senses; happiness comes from humans through fellowship.  Joy comes from 
loving God and neighbor.  Pleasure is quick and violent, like a flash of lightning. Joy is steady 
and abiding, like a fixed star. Pleasure depends on external circumstances, such as money, food, 
travel, etc.  Joy is independent of them, for it comes from a good conscience and love of 
God.”  Venerable Bishop Fulton J. Sheen 
 
       May God bless you on this joyous Sunday! 
       Molly 

 

Please continue to mail in your donations, donate 
online or drop off at  the office.  You can also drop your 

donation in the baskets in church. 

Thank you for your continued support 
 

Please  note our average weekly expenses are $13,546.00 

P A S T O R A L   S C E N E  

STEWARDSHIP FOR DEC 10, 2023 
Wil be in next week’s bulletin due  

to early bulletin deadline 
We Share (On-Line) Giving for November 

Sunday Offering ………..$5,345.50 
St. Monica Fund ………..$676.00 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Sunday, December 17 
3rd Sunday in Advent 
 

9:00am  People of the Parish 
10:45am Joseph & Margaret  
  Dubas 
Monday, December 18 
Late Advent Weekday 
 

8:00am Josephine & Diane Fargo 
8:30am Exposition following mass 
Tuesday, December 19 
Late Advent Weekday  
8:00am Bernice & Roger  
  Augustine 
 

Wednesday, December 20 
Late Advent Weekday  
8:00am Ronald Kaminski 
 

Thursday, December 21 
Late Advent Weekday 
8:00am Priest Intention 
Friday, December 22 
Late Advent Weekday 
8:00am All Souls 
Saturday, December 23 
Late Advent Weekday 
4:00pm People of the Parish 
Sunday, December 24 
4th Sunday of Advent 
9:00am Living & deceased of Fr. 
         Thomas Haren Family 
10:45am Sam & Agnes Poplar 
Christmas Eve 
4:00pm Priest Intention  
10:00pm Priest Intention 

Please Pray For the Parishioners Listed Below 
Dolores Kocik,  Joan Fischer,  

Wally Voyten, Maryann DiEgidio, Gaylene Bielawski,  

Lisa Bielawski, Ron Smith Jr., Nikki Avalon,  

Annie Runyeon, Anthony Lupica, Tommie Ferrante,  

Joanne Reddinger, Katie Medvetz,  

 

Please call the parish office if you would like to 
add a name to this list.  

If you have a special intention you would like 
remembered in prayer,  

please call Lillian Naptune  
(216)662-5464 

 

Our sincere sympathy  
and prayers are extended  

for the family and friends of:  
Agnes Pokorny 

 Who were recently buried.  
 May she and all of our dearly  

departed rest in peace 

 

SUPPORT OUR  
SEMINARIANS  

 

Please pray for the  
Seminarians of the  
Cleveland Diocese  

 

Please join us in praying for  
the following seminarians  

this week:   
 

Mon: Christopher Villarreal 
 

Tuesday: Samuele Cafaratti   

 

Wednesday: Maxwell Giori 
 

Thursday: Jeremy Vinluan 
 

Friday: Dc. Kevin Bertleff 
 

Sat: Dc. Michael Garvin 
 

Sunday:  
Pray for Peace & Goodwill 

Among All       

P R A Y E R   

Join us every Thursday  
at 6:00 pm in Church as 
we pray the Rosary.  

 All are invited.   

Pray  
for  

Peace 
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T H I S  W E E K  
 

Activities CALENDAR 
Monday,  December 18 
4:00pm  Winter Sports Practice (g) 
4:00pm  Walking Class (J) 
Tuesday, December 19  
1:00pm Our Father’s Daughters (F)  
4:00pm  Winter Sports Practice (g) 
Wednesday , December 20 
4:00pm Winter Sports Practice (g) 
6:30pm  G.A. Meeting (+)  
Thursday,   December 21 
4:00pm Winter Sports Practice (g) 
7:00pm Ward 7 Block Watch (cmr) 
Friday,  December 22 
4:00pm Winter Sports Practice (g) 
Sunday,  December 24 
7:30pm  A.A. Meeting (c) 

The Garfield Heights  
Ward 7 Block Watch  

 

Meeting and Christmas Party,  
sponsored by  

Councilwoman Jenn Newrones,  
will take place Thursday, December 21st  

at 7:00 PM in the cafeteria of  
St. Benedict School.   

Attendees are asked to bring a gift-wrapped 
tree ornament and a  

side dish or goodies to share. 
 All are welcome.   

For more information,  
contact Gail, 216-662-9213. 

 

Holiday Office Schedule 
  

The Parish Office will be closed  
as follows. 

 
Christmas 

Friday, December 23rd 
Thru Tuesday, December 26th 

Reopening Wednesday, December 27th 
 

New Years 
Monday, January 1st 

New Years Day 

Join Us for Our 20th Annual  
Christmas Concert Finale 

Saint Martin of Tours  
 

Please join us this Sunday for  
Saint Martin of Tours  

20th Annual Christmas Concert Finale!  
It will be held  

Sunday, December 17th at 6:00 PM 
 in the church (Saint Martin of Tours).  

St Martin Parishioner/St Monica Guild Member, 
Raine Austen  

will host and perform your specially requested  
Christian and Secular Christmas  

music from the past 20 years.  
Guests include David Pratt on vocals,  

David Millen on sax, Frank Restifo on guitar,  
And JoDee Coulter on piano.   
Bring your family and friends.   

Your love offering is graciously appreciated.  
Help us fill the church on December 17th.  
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O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  

St. Benedict School 
Will be closed beginning  

December 20th  
with classes resuming on  

January 4, 2024 
Say a little pray for all the  

students, teachers and staff.  

Our Women and Men Religious Offer Gratitude 
 

A Sister shares,  
“I thank the Lord for all who give.  

I don’t think we would make it without them.”  
Thank you for giving to the Retirement Fund for Religious last week.  

Your donation makes a difference in the lives of  
elderly women and men religious.   

To learn more about how your gi  helps, visit         
                          www.retiredreligious.org 

Liturgical Ministers Schedule 

The deadline for any special requests  
for the February/March/April 
schedule needs to be turned  

into the Parish Office no later  
than Tuesday, January 9.   

Please remember that this will include  
Lent, Holy Week and Easter  

so please make note of what you  
would like to serve for.   

We appreciate your help  
with this request.  Thank you. 

Our Town & All-Around Coupon Book fundraiser    
Act soon!  

 

St. Monica Respect for Life Ministry is again selling the  
"Our Town andAll-Around" coupons books for $28.00.  

Enjoy life and help support women in need at the same time!   
You will be saving $$ even if you use only a fraction 

 of the hundreds of local and national discount offers  
(offers valid now through Dec. 1, 2024). 

 The FREE "SaveAround" Mobile App includes additional offers you can 
 use across the U.S. and Canada! Makes a great gift.  

 

Order online at: 
 www.SAPayNow.com/242012 

 or phone/leave a voicemail for Regina at 216-581-4122. Free delivery! 
Sale ends Jan. 22, 2024 (or while supplies last!) 
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O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  

 
 
 
 
 

    Thank you for supporting Womankind!  We truly  
appreciate your thoughtful gi  of $573.50, received 
on 11/29/23 from your parish collection.  The com-
passionate care our prenatal patients and support 
services clients enjoy at no cost is made possible  
because of generous donors like you. 

Thank you again for sharing in  
our life-affirming mission.   

May God give you and your family  
plenty of reasons to be  

grateful this holiday season! 

        Thank you so much for your kind 
gi  of $918.00 to our 37th Annual 
Blanket Sunday  appeal.  Because of  
you, we will be able to supply local 
men, women, children and seniors 
with warm blankets, mattresses, 
beds and other necessities.  These 

basic items are ones that many of us might take for 
granted, but are incredibly difficult to acquire for  
individuals and families on a limited income. 
    Because of caring people like you, last year the  
Society of St. Vincent de Paul was able to provide some 
138 mattresses/beds and 5,400 new, warm blankets to 
low-income families and people experiencing home-
lessness across the region. 

Thank you again for your kindness. 

 

NEWS FROM AM 1260 The Rock 

Prepare your heart for Jesus with AM1260 The Rock. 

During the Holy Season of Advent as we await the Birth of Jesus Christ, AM 1260 
The Rock is broadcasting special programming   to enrich your preparation.  In addi-
tion, we will be offering EWTN’s “The 48 Hours of Christmas,” with special program-
ming and Masses for your Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.    

4th Sunday of Advent Masses 

8:00 AM Mass from EWTN Chapel 
10:30 AM Catholic Diocese of Cleveland Mass for the Homebound 
Christmas Eve Masses 

1:30 PM Solemn Mass of Christmas Eve LIVE from Rome 
10:00 PM Solemn Mass of Christmas Eve LIVE from the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception in Washington DC 
Christmas Day Masses 

1:00 AM Midnight Mass from the Holy Land 
8:00 AM Solemn Mass of Christmas LIVE from EWTN 
12:00 PM Solemn Mass of Christmas Day LIVE from the Basilica of the National Shrine in 
Washington DC 
 
This schedule is subject to change. Please visit our website at: www.am1260therock.com for 
the complete and updated schedule or call us at 216-227-1260.  From all of us at AM 1260 The 
Rock, may you have a blessed and peaceful Advent, and a very Merry Christmas.  
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O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  
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O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  
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R E A D I N G S  &  S O N G S  

Entrance Chant       288   Ready the Way (Hurd) 
 
 
First Reading       Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11 
 
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
because the LORD has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor, 
to heal the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives 
and release to the prisoners, 
to announce a year of favor from the LORD 
and a day of vindication by our God. 
 
I rejoice heartily in the LORD, 
in my God is the joy of my soul; 
for he has clothed me with a robe of salvation 
and wrapped me in a mantle of justice, 
like a bridegroom adorned with a diadem, 
like a bride bedecked with her jewels. 
As the earth brings forth its plants, 
and a garden makes its growth spring up, 
so will the Lord GOD make justice and praise 
spring up before all the nations. 
 
 
The Responsorial Psalm       Luke 1:46-50, 53-54 
 
R. My soul rejoices in my God. 
 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked upon his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
 

R. My soul rejoices in my God. 
 

the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him 
in every generation. 
 

R. My soul rejoices in my God. 
 

He has filled the hungry with good things, 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
 

R. My soul rejoices in my God. 



10 St. Monica Catholic Church  |  Garfield Heights, OH 

R E A D I N G S  &  S O N G S  

Second Reading       1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 

Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.  In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for you in 
Christ Jesus.  Do not quench the Spirit.  Do not despise prophetic utterances.  Test everything; retain what is 
good.  Refrain from every kind of evil. 
 

May the God of peace make you perfectly holy and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be preserved blame-
less for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The one who calls you is faithful, and he will also accomplish it. 
 
Gospel       John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

A man named John was sent from God.  He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him.  He was not the light, but came to testify to the light. 
 

And this is the testimony of John.  When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to him to ask him, 
“Who are you?”  He admitted and did not deny it, but admitted, “I am not the Christ.”  So they asked him, “What 
are you then? Are you Elijah?”  And he said, “I am not.”  “Are you the Prophet?”  He answered, “No.”  So they 
said to him, “Who are you, so we can give an answer to those who sent us?  What do you have to say for your-
self?”  He said: 
“I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, 
‘make straight the way of the Lord,’” 
as Isaiah the prophet said.”  Some Pharisees were also sent.  They asked him, “Why then do you baptize if you are 
not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?”  John answered them, “I baptize with water; but there is one among you 
whom you do not recognize, the one who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.”  This 
happened in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., 
Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 

 
Offertory Chant       474   Mary Song (NEW BRITAIN) 
 
Communion Chant       793   One Bread, One Body 
 
The Concluding Rites       274   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
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ST. JOHN FUNERAL HOME
Originated in the Buckeye Community of Cleveland in 1913

PRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNINGPRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANNING

www.stjohnfh.com
16381 Chillicothe Rd.
Bainbridge Twp, OH
(440) 708-1855

923 Broadway Ave.
Bedford, OH

(440) 232-1155

Ohio
CatholicMatch.com/OH

 Mr. Pipeline’s
 Plumbing

Residential-Commercial
Licensed-Insured

Over 20 years in the plumbing business!
– SENIOR DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE! –

Call us: (216) 701-5971

Fortuna
funeral home

216-520-7335
7076 Brecksville Rd., Independence

5316 Fleet Ave., Cleveland
www.fortunafuneralhome.com

TEAR OFFS - RE-ROOFS
FREE ESTIMATES

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT
 Superior Quality
 at Affordable Prices
www.All-StarRoofingCo.com

A+

ALL-STAR
ROOFING CO.
216-332-0098

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Jason Novicky

jnovicky@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6542

Life Insurance Since 1879
Licensed in Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Ohio

Annuity/IRA for Insurance Member
• 1 year 4.25% offered through 5/1/24

 2 year 3.5%  • 5 year 4%
Please contact our office for more information. Rates Subject to change.

(216) 341-0444 F www.czechccu.org
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www.KuchtasAutomotive.com

Kuchta’s
AUTOMOTIVE

14255 Granger Rd
Maple Heights
216.587.5626

Complete Auto, Van,
 & Light Truck Repair

A.S.E Certified
3rd Generation Family 

Owned & Operated

 STATION TAVERN

Full Menu at Website
Station43Tavern.com

440-836-0043
solon, ohio

 SERVICE INSTALLATION SERVICE INSTALLATION
Heating • Air Conditioning • Ventilating

216.663.2300
COmmERCIAL • INduSTRIAL • INSTITuTIONAL

Burials, Cremations, Entombments, Prearrangement Services
Estate Planning Services, Complete Luncheon Facilities

Monument & Floral Selections

356 W. Aurora Road, Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
www.ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

Celebrating Life Since 1927

216-663-0663 | www.radair.com

$20 OFF Any 
Service Over $100

 4747 Turney Road 6505 Brecksville Road
 Garfield Heights, OH 44125 Independence, OH 44131

216-883-3900
gdfh.net

Four Generations of Quality Service

216-341-3413

Grande Oaks/ 
Grande Pavilion

Hiring RNs, LPNs, STNAs,
CNAs, Pandemic Aides.  

Apply within or call
440-658-1459 

Labella
L A W N C A R E  I N C .
A Weekly Maintenance 

& Landscaping Company
 

Senior, Military and Parish Discounts
216-390-3351

New Customers Receive 1 year FREE Fertilization

Lighting the Way for Senior Care:
Independent Living • Assisted Living 

Memory Care • Short-term Respite Stays

LIGHT of HEARTS VILLA
A Ministry of the Sisters of Charity Health System

bedford, oh • 440.232.1991 • lightofheartsvilla.org

Brian Kowalski
Plumbing & Bath, Inc.

216-401-2592
Complete

plumbing service
Faucets • Toilets

 Valves • Water Heaters
 Sewer/Drain Cleaning

 OH Lic #36534 Accept MC/Visa

Schedule a Visit Today!
Experience  first-hand all Trinity has to offer 

by visiting us during a regular school day! 

for more information go to:
https://ths.org/admissions/visit

or call  216-581-1061

WE GET YOU COLLEGE WE GET YOU COLLEGE 
AND CAREER READY!AND CAREER READY!

 5829 Turney Rd Info@WeldonPC.com
 Garfield Heights, OH 44125 Open 12PM-8PM Weekdays

COMPUTER PROBLEMS?
(216) 475-6000


